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PRE FA C B 




I fT is very fur prizing that the 
Letters of Abdard and Hc^ 
laife have not fomer appear^ 
ed in Englifh, fnce if is' 
generally allow'' d by aH who have feen 
them in other Languages that they are 
written with the greateji Pajpon of any 
in this Idnd which are Extant. Aniit 
is certain that thehtttcrs from a Nun to 
a Cavalier, which have Jo lo^ been known 
and admired among us, are in all re-- 
JpeBs inferior to them. Whatever thofe 
werey thefe are known to te genuine 
Piecesy pccafioned by an Amour which 
had very extraordinary Confequencer; 
A 3 emd 



preface;* 

Bave a more natural Dijpofition fhant 
the other. 7'bis may be jud^d by tbr 
Letters tbemfelveSy among whieb tbofe' 
of Heloife are the mofi lender and' 
Movingy and the Majier feems in this' 
Particular to have been excelPd by fir 
Scholar. 

In fome of the later Editions inFrench^ 
there has been prefixed to the Letters an 
Hijloricai Account ^Abelard and He- 
loife j this is chiefly extraSted from the 
Preface of the Editor gT Abelard'j Works^ 
in Latins, and from the Critical DiSlio^ 
nary of Mon/teur Balye*, who has put 
together y under fever al Articles y all the 
Particulars he was able to ColleSl con^ 
cerning thefe two famous Perfons r And 
ty^ thejirji Letter ^ Abclard to PMIin- 
tos^ in which be relates his own Story^ 
mayfeemto have rendered this Account in 

part 
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part unnecejfary I yet the Reader will 
not be dijpleasd to fee the Ttbreadofthi 
Relation entire^ and continued to the 
Death of the Perfons nvhofe Misfor^ 
tunes had made their Lives fo very re'- 
markable. 

It is indeed impojfihle to he unmoved at 
the furprizing and multiply* d AffliSiions 
and Perfecutions which befel a Man of 
Abelard*s fne Genius^ when we fee them 
fo feelingly defcriFd by his own Hand^ • 
Many ofthefe were owing to the Malice of 
fuch as were his Enemies on the Account 
cfhis fuperior Learning and Merit y yet 
the great Calamities of his Life took their 
Rife from his unhappy Indulgence of a 
criminal PaJJiony and giving bimfelf a 
JLiOofe to unwarrantable Pleafures. After 
this hi was perpetually involved in Sor^ 
row and Diftrefsy and in vain fought 
for Eafe and ^iet in a Monaftick Life, 
^be Letters between him and his beloved 
Hcloife were not written ^till long after 

their 
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their Marriage and SeparatiMr and 
v)hen each of theM vfas dedicated to a 
Life of Religion. Atcordingly nve find 
intbemfurprizing Mixtures of Devotions 
and ^endirnefi^ of 'Penitence and re^ 
maining Frailty^ and a lively PiUure tf 
Human Nature in its Contrarieties of 
Pajpon and Reafon^ its Infirmities and 
its Sufferings. 
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Abelard and Heloife. 




\ETER ABELARD was 
bopi in the Village of Palais^ 
in Britany. He liv'd in the 
twelftli Century, m the Reigns 
of Lewis the Grofs^ and Lem^ 
His Father's Name wzsBeran" 
gQTy a Gentleman of a confiderable and 
wealthy Family. He took Care to give 
his Children a liberal and pious Education -, 
efpecially his eldeft Son Peter^ on whom 
lie cndcavourM to beftow alkpoffible Im- 
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provements, becauic there appeared in him 
an extraordinary Vivacity of Wit, joined 
with Sweetndfs of Temper, and all ima-* 
ginahle Prefaces of a great Man. 

When he had made fome Advance- 
ment in Learning, he grew fo fond of his 
Books, that, left Affairs of the World 
might interrupt his Proficiency in them, 
he quitted his Birth-right to his younger 
Brothers, and applied himfelf entirely to 
the Studies of^ Philofophy and Divinity. 

O F all the Sciepce* to which he appli- 
ed himfelf, that which pleafed him moft, 
and in which he made the greatcft Pro- 
grefs, was Logick. He had a very fob tie 
Wit, and was inceflantly whetting it by 
Difputes, out of a reftlefs Ambition to be 
a Matter of his Weapons. So that in a 
fhort time he gain'd the Reputation of the 
greatcft Philofopher of his Age 5 and has 
always been eftcem'd the Founder of what 
we call the Learning of thif Schoolmen. 

H E finifhed his Studies at Paris^ where 
Learning was then .^n a very flourifhing 
Condition. In this City l^c found that fa- 
mous Profeflbr of Pfeilpfophy, fViJiim des 
Cbampeauxy aQd foqn t^camp his fayouritp 

Scholar} 
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Scholar^ but this did not kft long. The 
Profeflbr was fo hard put to it, to anfwer 
the fubtle Obje&ions of his new Scholar, 
that he grew uneafy with him. The 
School foon run into Parties. The Senior 
Scholars, tranfported with Envy againfl 
^belardj feconded their Mailer's Refent- 
xnent. All thi^ ferv'd only to iucreafe the 
young Man's Prefumption , who now 
thought himfelf Aifficiently qualified to fct 
up a School of hi$ owp. • For this pur* 
pofe he chofe an advantjageous Place, which 
was the Town of Aft/iMS ^^ Leagues from 
Paris^ where the Fremb Co^rt refided at 
that Time. Cbam^/f(mx did all that he 
could to hinder th^ ere^ing of this School ^ 
but fome of the great Courtiers being his 
Rnen^ies, the Oppofition he made to it on* 
ly promoted the Defign of his jRJval. 

The Reputation of this new Profeflot 
made a marvellous Progrcfi, and eclipfed 
xYidXoi Cbampeaux. Thcfe Succeffesfwell'd 
jibelard£o much,that he removed his School 
;o Corbeilj in order to cnr^'- -y^ j^is Pn**^'-*^ - 
clofer m more fre;;^ent Difputations. But 
his cxcei^-;^ Application to Study brought 
Spon him' a long and dangctoMS ^vc^t^:^^^ 
B z VcaOcv 
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which conftrain'd him to return to his Na- 
tive Air. 

After he had fpent two Years in his 
own Country, he made a fecond Adven- 
ture to Paris^ where he found that his old 
Antagonift Champeaux had refigned his 
Chair to another, and was retir'd into a 
Convent of Canons Regular^ among whom 
he continued his Leftures. jibelard -dtt^ickt 
him with fuch Fury, that he quickly for- 
ced him to renounce his Tenets. Where- 
upon the poor Monk became fo defpica- 
ble, and his Antagonift in fuch great E- 
fteem, that no Body went to the Lectures 
of Champeaux^ and the very Man who fuc- 
ceeded him in his ProfefTorfhip, lifted im- 
der AbeUrd^ and became his Scholar. 

H E was fcarce fix'd in his Chair, be- 
fore he found himfelf expofed more than 
ever to the ftrokes of themoft cruel En- 
vy. Endeavours were ufed to do him ill 
Offices by all thofe who were any ways 
difafFefted to him > another Profeffbr was 
put into his Place who had thought it his 
Duty to fubmit to Ahel&rd-^ in fhort, fo 
many Enemies were raifed againft him, that 
he was forced to retreat from Paris to 
^^^ Meluny 
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MeluHj and there revive his Logick Le- 
ftures. But this held not long > for hear- 
ing that Champeaux -^ithdll his Infantry 
was retired into a Country Village, he 
came and pofted himfelf on Mount St. Ge^ 
nevieve^ where he erefted a new School, 
like a kind of Battery againft him Vhoin 
Champeaux had*left to teach in Paris. 

CHAMP EAUX underftanding that 
his Subftitute was thus befieged in his 
School, brought the Regular Canons back 
again to their Monaftery. But this, in- 
ftead of relieving his Friend^ caufed all his 
Scholars to defert him. At which the poor 
Philofopher was fo mortified, that he fol*- 
low'd the Example of his Patron Cham^ 
feaux^ and tum'd Monk too. 

The Difpute now lay wholly between 
Abelard and Champeaux^ who renewed k 
wkh great Warmth on both Sides y but 
the Senior had not the beft on't. While 
it was depending, Abelard was obliged to 
vifit his Father and Mother, who, accor- 
ding to the Fafhion of thofe Times, had 
refolved to forfakc the World, and retire 
into Convents^ in order to devote them- 
B 3 felVca 
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fclvcs more ferioufly to the Care of tliciar 

Salvation. 

Having affifted at the Admiflion of 
his Parents into then- refpeftive Monaftc- 
lies^and received their Bieffihg, he returned 
to Parisy where, during his Abfenie, his. 
Rival had been promoted to the Bifhopricfc 
of Chalons. And now being in a Condi- 
tion to quit his School without any Suf- 
picion of flying frotifi his Enemy, he re- 
folved to apply himfclf wholly to Divi- 
»ity. 

To this end he removed to Laen^yrhtrisr 
one jinfelm read Divmity-Leftures with; 
good Reputation. But jfbelard was fo 
little fatisfied with the old Man's Abili-^ 
ties, who, as he fays, had a very meaa 
Genius, and A great Fluency of Words, 
without Senfe, ,that he took a Refolutioa 
for the future, to hear no other Matter 
than the Holy Scriptures, A good Relo- 
lution! if a Man take the Spirit of God 
lb? his Guide^ and be more concerned to^ 
diftinguiih Truth from Falfhood, than to 
confirm himfelf in thofc Principles mto 
which his owa Fancy ot Gomplcxionj or 

th«i 
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tlie l^rfejiidiees of hk Birth itMl Education;^ 
have ilifenfibly Ibd him, 

ABELARD^ together with the Ho- 
ly ScriptHits, read the ancient Father* and 
Doftors of the Church > in which he fpent 
whole Days and Nights^ and profited fo 
well, that inftead of returning to Anfelm's 
Leftures, he took up the fame Iniploy- 
Inent, and begun to explain the Prophet 
£zekiel to fome of his Ffellow-Piipils : He 
pciform'd this Part fo agreeably, and in 
fo eafy a method, that he foon got a Croud 
of Auditors. 

The jealous Arffelm could not bear this 5 
he qjiickly found means to get the new 
Lefturer filented. Upon this AHelard remo-' 
ved to Paris once more, where he prbceeded 
^ith his publick Expofltion On Etekiely 
tod foon acquir'd the fame Reputation for 
his Diyinity, he had before gained for his 
Philofophy. His Eloquence and Learn- 
Mig procured him an incredible Number of 
Scholars from all Parts > fo that if he had 
ininded faving of Money, he might have 
grown i-ich with Elafe in a fhort time. 
And happy h^ it been for him, if among 
all the Enemies his Learhing exposed him 
E4 x^> 
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to, he had guarded his Heart againft the 
Charms of Love. But alas I the greateft 
Doftors arc not always the wifcfl men j as 
appears from Examples in every Age > but 
from none more remarkable tTian that of 
this Learned Man, whofc Story I am now 
going to tell you. 

^B ELARD^ befides his uncommon 
Merit as a Scholar, had all the Accom- 
plifliments of a Gentleman. He had a 
Greatnefs of Soul which nothing could 
Ihock, his Paflions were Delicate, his Judg- 
ment Solid, and his Tafte Exquifite. He 
was of agracefiil Perfon, and carried him- 
felf with the Air of a 'Man of. Quality* 
His Cbhverfation was Sweet , Com- 
plaifant, Eafie, and Gentleman-like. It 
feem'd as tho' Nature had defign'd him. 
for a more elevated Employment than that 
of teaching the Sciences. He look'd upoa 
Riches and Grandeur with Contempt, and 
had no higher Ambition than to make his 
Name famous among Learned Men, and 
to be reputed the greateft Doftor of his 
Age: But he had human Frailty, and all 
his Philofophy co\ild not guard him from 
the Attacks of Love. For fomc Time inr- 

deed 
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' deed he had defended himfelf againft this 
Paflion pretty well, when the Temptation 
was but flight > but upon a more intimate 
Familiarity with agreeable Obje£by he 
found his Reafon fail him : Yet, in re- 
fpe£t to his Wifdom, he thought of Com- 
pounding the Matter, and refolv'd.at firft,. 
that Love and Philofophy fhould dwell to- 
gether in the lame Breaft. He intended 
only to let out his Heart to the former, 
and that but for a little while j never 
confidering that Love is a great Ruiner o£ 
Proje£ts3 and that when it has once got 
a fliare in a Hedrt, it is eafie to poflefs it 
fclf of the whole. 

He was now in the Seven or Eight 

and Twentieth Year of his Age, when he 

thought himfelf compleatly happy in all 

\ Refpedts, excepting that he wanted a Mi^ 

vVjirefs. He confider'd therefore of making a 

thoice, but fuch a one as might be mofl fui* 

table to his Notions, and' the Dcfign he 

had of paffing agreeably thofe Hours he 

did not employ in his Study. He had fc- 

veral Ladies in his Eyes, to whom, as he 

fays in one of his Letters, he could eafily 

have rccommcnded'himfelL For you muft 

B f underftandy 
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undcrftand, that bcfides his Qualifications 
mention'd before^ he had a vein of Poetrjr^ 
and made abundance of little cafie Songs,, 
which he would fing. with all the Advan- 
tage of a gallant Air and pleafant Voice. 
But tho' he was cdt out for a Lover, he 
was not over-hafty in determining his^ 
Choice; He was not of a Humour to bc^ 
pleas'd with the Wanton or Forward > he 
fcorn'd eafie Pleafures, and fought to en- 
counter with Difficulties and Impediments^ 
that he might conquer with the greater 
Glory. In fhort, he had not yet feen the 
Woman he- was to Love. 

••N o T far from the Place where jfhlard 
lead his I^eftures lived one Do£tor Fulbert^, 
a Canon of the Church of Notre-Dame. 
This Canon had a Neice n^ned Heloifi in^ 
his Houfc, whom he educated with great 
Cfarc and Affcftionu Some Writers fay % 
^at ftise was the goodMan?s natural.Dat^- 
ter 3^ but that, to prevent a publick Scan^ 
dal^ he £ave out that fke waa his Neice^^ 






by his Siftef,^ who u|Km her Deadi-bed 
had charged him with her Education. But 
tho* it was wdl known in thofc Titocs> 
as well as fince^ that the Ncicc of u Ec* 
clefiaftrck is fomctimcs more nearly rela- 
ted to him, yet of this Damfcl's Birth aiid 
Parentage we have nothing very certain- 
There is rcafon ta think, from one oF 
her Letters to AheUrd^ that (he came of A 
niean J'amily > for ihe owns that g^at Ho*- 
nour was done to her Side by this Alliance^ 
and that he had married much below him-* 
fclf. So that what Bramis d^Amhoife fays^ 
that ihe was of the Name and Family of 
Montmorency^ has no manner of Foundation.^ 
It is very probable Ihe was really and tru» 
ly Fulborfs Neice, as he affirmed her to be. 
Whatever flie was for Birth, fhe was a ve- 
ry engaging Woman j and if fhc was not 
a perfe6t Beauty^ ihe appeared fuch at leiaft 
in Abelard's Eyes. Her Perfon was wett* 
proportioned, her Features regular, hdr 
Eyes fparkling, her Lips Vermillion and 
well form- d, her Complexion animated, 
her Air fine, and her Afpcft fweet and a:- 
greeable. She had a fm'prizing Quick*- 
jaefs o£ Wrt^ aa incredibk JVfemory^,, ahdi 
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a confiderable fliare of Learning, 'join'd 
with Humility 5 and all thefe Accomplifh- 
ijients were attended with fomething fo 
graceful and moving, that it was impoffi- 
ble for thofe who kept her Company not 
to be in Love with her. 

As foon as Abelard had feen her and 
conversed with her, the Charms of her 
Wit and Beauty made fuch an Impreflion 
upon his Heart, that he prefently concei- 
ved a moft violent Paflion for her, and 
xefoLved to make it his whole Endeavour 
to win her Affedions. And now he that 
formerly quitted his Patrimony to purfue 
his Studies, laid afide all other Engagements 
to attend his new Paflion. 

I N vain did Philofophy and Reafon im- 
portune him to return J he was deaf ta 
their Call, and thought of nothing but 
how to enjoy the Sight and Company of 
his dear Heloife. And he foon met with. 
the luckieft Opportunity in the World. 
Fulbert^ who had the greateft AfFeftioa 
iiaaginable for his Neicc, finding her to 
have a good ihare of natural Wit, and a. 
particular Genius for Leaning, thought 
himfelf obliged to improve the Talents 

which; 
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which Nature had fo hberally bcftowM on 
her. He had akeady put her to learn fe- 
vcral Languages,, which fhe quickly came 
to underftand fo well, that her Fame beg^n 
to fpread it felf abroad, and the Wit and 
Learning o( Heloife was every where dif- 
(cours^d of. And tho* her Uncle for his 
own fhare was no great Scholar, he was 
very foUicitous that his Neicefliould have 
all poffible Improvements. He. was wil- 
ling therefore fhe fliould have Matters to 
inftrud her in what fhe had a Mind to 
Learn, but he loved his Money > and this 
kept him from providing for her Educa- 
tion fo well as fhe defired. 

ABELjiRD^yiho knew Heloife'% In^ 
cjinations,.. and the Temper of her Uncle, 
thought this, an Opportunity favourable 
to his Defign. He was already well ac- 
quainted with Fulbertj as being his Bro* 
ther-Canon in the fame Churchy and he 
ohferved how fond the other was of his 
Friendfhip, and what an Honour ha 
efteem'd it to be intimate with a Perfoa 
of his Reputation. He therefore told him 
one Day in Familiarity, that he was at a 

U>fl 



"14 ^ History of 

lofs for fome Hoiifei to Board in^ and if 

you could find Room for me, faid he, in 

yours, I leave it to you to name the 

Terms. 

The- good Man immediately confide- 
ring, that by this Means he fhould pro* 
vide an able Mafter for his Neice, who in^ 
fiead of taking Money of htm, ofFer'd to 
pay him well for his Board, embraced his 
Propofalwkh all the Joy imaginable,,gave' 
]dm a tfaoufand Carefles, and defir*d he 
neoukl confider him for the future as dne 
ambitious of the fhi^eft Friendfhip mtti 
him. 

Wh a t an unf|)eakable Joy was this to^ 
the amorous Abelard! to confider that he 
was going to live with her, who was the* 
dnly Objeft of his Defires f that he fhould 
have the Opportunity of feeing and con- 
veriSng with her every Day, and of ac- 
quainting her with his Paffion ! However 
he concealed hia Joy at prefent, left he 
ftould make his Intentions fufpe£bed. We 
told you before how liberal Nature had' 
been to our Lover, in making his Perfon 
every way agreeable^ fb that he ffattcr'd 

Ikimfelf 
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hhtifelf that it was almdft impoffibk * that 
any Woman fhould rcjeft hi& Addfefles^- 
Perhaps be was miftoken : the Sex has Vz,^ 
riety of Humours. However, confider 
him as a Philofophcr who had hitherto 
Uv'd in a ftrid Chaftity f , he ccrtamly 
reafon'd well in the Bufinefs of. Love,,, 
when he concluded that Helaife would be 
an eafier Conqueft to him than others,, 
becaufe her Learning gfive him an Oppor* 
tiinity of eftabliihing a Correfptmdence by? 
Letters, ia which he m^ht difcaver hi»^ 
Fftffion with greater fieedom, than he dvarft^^ 
|ve(ume to ufe in Gonverfadon. 

SoiMts time nfter the Canon Had t^ktm 
Jfielard into bis Houfc, as they were dii^^ 
omrfiiig one Day abopot things ibmewhar 
above F$§lbert\ Capacity, the ktter turu'd* 
the Dificourfe infenfibly to the goodQua*-^ 
lities of hi^ Neice 5 he informed jfbelarii 
q£ the £xceUency of her Wit, and how 

<■!■ ■! ■! II ■■■■ m ill ^ M BBIIB II ■ 

* TdHti quiff etitnc n$mms »dm crjnvmtuthv^fif%, 
nu gratia frd$minddm, ut qnameun^a fmrnmantm m^ 
fif>9 d'tgnarw am$r§ nttUam vcrertr refidfim. i EpHf,'. 
Abel. p. io« 

f Fraena Ubidini evfiriaxartr qui antta viveram cpK" 
imevtifimi.. Ibid;. 
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Leflbns every Day^ and was extreamly 
pleafed to fcfc what Proficiency flic made: 
JHkloife^ for her part, was fo taken with 
Iter Mafter, that flie lik'd nothing fo well 
as what fiie learn'd from him 5 and the Ma- 
Aer was charm'd with that Quicknefs of 
Apprehenfion, with which his Scholar 
learn'd the moft difficult Leflbns. But he did 
not intend to ftop here. He knew fo well 
how to infinuate into the Affe£tions of this 
young Perfon, he gave her fuch plain Inti-^ 
mations of whart was in his Heart, and fpoke 
fo agreeably of the Paffion, which he had 
conceived for her, that he had the Satis- 
faftion of feeing himfdf well undcrftood. 
It is no difficult matter to make a Girl of 
Eighteen in Love. And Ahelard^ having, 
fo much Wit -and agreeable Humour, muft 
fteeds make a much greater Pirogrefs in het 
Affixations , than fhe did in the Leflbns 
which he taught her. So that in a ftiort 
time fhe fell fo much in love wfth YCxxel^ 
that fhe could deny him nothing. 

FULBERT had a Country Houfe at 
Corieil^ to Which the Lovers often refort- 
*d, under Pretence of applying thcmfelves^ 
mxM clofc^y to their Studies : Thtxii the/ 

conyoc* 
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cotiVrtfcd freely, and gave themfclvcs up 
entirely to the fteafurcs of a mutual P^fli* 
on. They took advailtage of that Privacy 
vrhich Study and Gontetnpktioa requite^ 
without fubjeSjtig th^fmfelves to the Cen- 
fure of thofe who obfefv'd it. 

In this Retirement) jfif^lM^d owns that 
more Time ^$^ employ'd in foft Careflca^ 
than ill Lectures of Philbfophy. Some- 
^mes ht pretended to ufe the Severity of 
a Mafter^ and the better tp deceive fuch 
isn^ight be Spies upotttherii, heexclaim'd 
dgainft Heloifey and reproached her for her 
Negligence. But how different were his. 
Mttlaces from thofe which are infptr*d by 
Anger ! 

Never did two Loven gjve a greater 
Loofe t6 their Delights than thefe did fot 
five or fix Months j they liv'd in all the 
Endearments which could enter into the 
Heart of young Beginners. This is Abe^ 
iard*^ own Account of the matter. H« 
c6mj)ares hiflifelf to fuch as have beenlong^ 
kept in a ftarving Condition^ and at laft 
are brought to a Feaft. A grave and ftu- 
diousi Man exceeds a DibaucN in his E^joy- 

meats. 



20 ^he History of 

ments of a Woman whom he loves, and of 

whom he is paflionatcly beloved. 

ABELARD being thus enchanted 
with the Carefles of his Miftrefs, negkft- 
ed all his ferious and important Affairs i 
His Performances in publick were wretch- 
ed. His Scholars perceiv'd it, and foon 
guefs'd the Reafon. His Head was turn'd to- 
nothing but amorous Verfes. His School 
was his Averfion, and he fpent as little 
Time in it as he cQuld. As for his Le- 
ctures, they were commonly the old ones- 
ferved up again; The Night was wholly 
loft from bis Studies > and his Leifure way 
employed in writing Songs,, which were 
difpers'd and fung in divers Provinces of 
France many Years after. In ihort, our 
Lovers, -who were in their own Opinion 
the happieft Pair in the* World,, kept fo 
little guard that their Amours were every 
where talk'd of, and all the World faw 
plainly that the Sciences were not always 
the Subje£t of their Converfation- Only 
hoaeft Fulberty under whofe Nofe alt this 
was done, wias the laft Man that heard any 
thing of it : He wanted. Eyes to fee that 

which. 
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which was vifiblc to all the World > and 
if any Body went about to tell him of.it, 
he was prepofleft with fo good an Opmi- 
on of his Neice and her Mafter, that he 
would believe nothing againft them, 

B u T at laft fo many Difcoveries were 
daily made to him, that he could not help 
believing fometWng 5 he therefore refolved 
to fejparate them, and by that means pre- 
vent the ill Confequences of their too great 
Familiarity 3 however he thought it beil 
to convift them himfelf, before he pro- 
ceeded further 3 and therefore watched 
them fo clofely that he had one Day an 
Opportunity of receiving ocular Satisfefti- 
on that the Reports he had heard were 
true. I fhort, he furpriz'd them toge- 
ther. Aiid though he was naturally Cho- 
lerick, yethe appeared fo moderate on this 
Qccafionasto leave them under difmal Ap- 
prehenfions of fomething worfe to come 
after. The Refult was, that they muft be 
parted. 

Who can exprefs the Torment our 

Lovers felt upon this Separation ! however 

k ferved only to unite their Hearts more 

2 firmly j 
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Propofal fhe peremptorily rejeded it, and 
gave fuch Reafons * for her Refufal, as 
left Ahelard in the greateft Aftonifh- 
inent. 

Indeed a Refufal of this Nature is fo 
extraordinary a thing, that perhaps ano- 
ther Inftance of it is not to be found in 
Hiftory. I perfwade my felf therefore^ 
that I Ihall not offend my Reader, if I 
make fome few Remarks upon it. It often 
happens that the Paffion of Love ftifles 
or over-rules the Rebukes of Confcience j 
but it is unufual for it to extinguifh the 
Senfibility of Honour. I don't fpeak of 
Perfons of a mean Bixth and no Education \ 
but for others, all young Women, I fup- 
pofe, that enjgage in Love Intreagues, flat- 
ter themfelves with one of thefe Views > 
cither they hope they Ihali not prove with 
Child, or they ihall conceal it from the 
Word, or they ihall get themfelves mar- 
ried. As -for fuch as refolve to dcftroy the 
Fruit of their Amours, there are but few 
fo void of* all natural Affection, as to be 
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capable of this utmoft Degree of Barbari- 
ty. However this fhews plainly that if 
Love tyrannizes fometimes, it is (uch a 
Tyrant as leaves Honour in Pofleffion of its 
Rights. But Heloi/e had a Paflion fo flrong, 
that fhe was not at all concerned for her 
Honour or Reputation. She MTas over- 
joyed to find her felf with Child, and yet 
Ihe did her utmoft not to be married. Ne- 
ver fure was fo odd an Example, as thefe 
two things made, when put together. The 
firft was very extraordinary 3 and how ma- 
' ny young Women inthe World would ra- 
ther be married to a difagreeable Husband, 
than live in a State of Reproach ? They 
know the Remedy is bad enough, and will 
coft-themdearj but what fignifies that, fo 
long as the Name of Husband hides the 
Flaws made in their Honour ? But as for 
-. ^Heloife, ihe was not fo nice in this Point. 
An exccfs of Paflion never heard of before, 
made her chufe to be AbelartTs Miftrefs ra- 
ther than his Wife. We (hall fee, in the 
Courfe of this Hiftory, how firm (he was 
in this Refolution, with what Arguments 
ihe fupported it, and how earneftly fhe 
perfwaded her Gallant to be of the fame 
' Mind. C ilBB.- 
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ABEL AR Z>5 who was willing to lofc 
tio time, left his dear Heloife ihould fall in- 
to her Uncle's Hands, di(guifcd her in the 
Habit of a Nun, and fent her away with 
the greateft Difpatch, hoping,, that after 
fhe was brought to Bed, he fhouid have 
more leifure to perfwade her to Marriage, 
by which they might skreen themfelves 
from the Reproach which muft otherwife 
come upon them, as foon as the Bufinefs^ 
Ihould be publickly known. 

A s foon as Heloife was fct forward on 
her Journey, Abelard rt(o\y'd to make Ful- 
bert a Vifit in order to appeafe him, if 
poflible, and prevent the ill EfFcds of his 
juft Indignation. 

The News that Heloifi was privately 
Withdrawn, foon made a great Noife in 
the Neighbourhood ; and reaching Fulberfs 
Ears, fill'd him with Grief and Melancho- 
ly. Befides that he had a very tender Af- 
fedtion for liis Neice, and could not live 
without her, he had the utmoft Refent- 
ment of the Affront which Abelard had put 
upon him, by abufing the Freedom he had 
allowed him. This fired him with fuch* 
implacable Fury, as in the end fell heavy 

upon 
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upon our poor Lovers, and had rcty dread- 
ful Confequences. 

W H EN Fulbert faW Jbetard^ and heard 
from him the Rcafon why Heloife was with- 
drawn^ never wais Man in fuch aPaflioii. 
He abandoned himfclf to the utmoft Tranf- 
portsofRagCi Defpair, and ThirftofRe- 
vcngei All the Affronts, Reproaches and 
Menaces that could be thought of were 
heaped upon Ahelard\ who vf^as^ poor Man, 
very Paffive, and ready to make the Canon 
all the Satisfaction he was able. He gave 
him leave to' fay what he pleafed j and when 
he faw that he had tired himfelf with ex- 
claiming, he took up the Difcourfe, and 
ingenuoufly confeft his Crime. Then 
he had Recourfe to all the Prayers, Sub- 
millions and Promifes he could invent •, and 
bibgg'd of him to confider the Force of 
Love, and what Foils this Tyrant has gi- 
ven to the greateft Men : That the Occa- 
fion of the prefent Misfortune, was the moft 
violent PafSon that ever was 5 that this PaC- 
fiojfi continued ftill 5 and that he was ready 
to give both him and his Neice all the Sk- 
tisfe6tion which this fort of Injury requi- 
red. Will you marry her then? faid\F«/- 
C 1 ^^^^ 
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*^r/ interrupting him. Yes, replied Me^ 
lard^ if you pleafe, and ihe will confent. 
If I pleafe ! faid the Canon, paufing a lit- 
tle 3 if flie will confent ! And do you que- 
ftion either? Upon this he was going to 
oiFcr him his Reafons., after h^ hafty 
way, why they ihould be married : But 
jibelard entreated him to fupprefs his Paf- 
iion a while, and hear what he had to of- 
fer : Which was, that their Marriage 
might for fome time be kept fecret. No, 
fays the Canon 5 the Dishonour you have 
done my Neice is publick, and the Repa- 
ration you make her ihall be fo too. But 
jibelard told him, that fince they were to 
be one Family, he hoped he would confider 
his Interefl: as his own. At laft, after a 
great many Entreaties, Fulbert feem'd con- 
tent it fhould be as jibelard defired, that 
he fhould marry Heloife after fhe was 
brought to Bed, and that in the mean time 
the Bufinefs ihould be kept Secret. 

ABELARD^ having given his Scho- 
lars a Vacation, returned into Britany^ to 
vifit his defigried Spoufe, and to acquaint 
her with what had pafled. She was not 
at all concerned at her Uncle's Difpleafurci 

but 
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but that which troubled her was, the 
Refolution which, ihe faw her Lover bad 
taken to marry her. She endeavoured to 
difTwade him from it with all the Argu- 
ments fhe could think of. She begun with 
reprefenting to him the Wrong he did 
himfelf in thinking of Marriage : That as 
fhe never loved him but for his own (akc^ 
fhe preferr'd his Glory, Reputation and 
Intereft before her own. I know my 
Uncle^ faid fhe, will never be pacified 
with any thing we can do : And what 
Honour fhall I get by being your Wife, 
when at the fame time I certainly ruin your 
Reputation ? What Curfe may I not juftly 
£car, ihould I rob the World of fo Emi- 
nent a Perfon as you are ? What an Inju- 
ry ihall I do the Church ? How much 
fhall I difoblige the Learned? And what 
a Shame and Difparagement will it be to 
you, whom Nature has fitted for the Pub- 
lick Good, to devote your felf entirely 
to a Wife? Remember what St. Paul fays. 
Art thou loofed from a wife ? feek not a 
wife. If neither this great Man, nor the 
Fathers of the Church, can make you 
change your Refolution, confider at leafl: 
C 5 ^Vsax. 
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" what your Ph^lojfophersiay of it. Socrates 
\^ proved, by ms^y Ailments, that a 
W ifc 3Ja,n ought oot to marry. ^4itty put 
away his Wife ^e^ft^a^ and when Hirci^ 
us offered hjim hk SijQber in Marriage, he 
told l^m he defired to be excufed, becaufe 
he could never bring himfelf to divide his 
Thoughts between his Books and his 
Wife. In fhort, faid fhe, how can the 
Study of Divinitcy and Philofophy com- 
port with thie cries of Children, the Songs 
of Nurfes, and all the Hurry of a Family ? 
What an odd fight will it be, to fee Maids 
and Scholars, D^sks and Cradles, Books - 
andDiftaffs, Pens and Spindles one among 
another ? Thofe who are Rich aue oever 
jdifturb'd with the Care and Charges of 
Houfe-keeping. But with you Scholars 
it is far otherwife. * He that will get an 
Eftate muft mmd the Afiairs of the World^ 
and cpnfequentjiy is uken off from the ttu- 
dy of Divinity and Philofophy. Obferve 
the Conduft of the Wife Pagans in this 
Pointy who preferred a fingle L^ before 
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Marriage, and be afhamed that you can- 
not come up to them. Be more careful 
to maintain the Character and Dignity of 
aPhilofophcr. Don't you know that there 
is no A&ion of -Life which draws afta- 
it fo furc and long a Repentance, and to 
fb little Purpofe ? You fkncy to your felf 
the Enjoyments you fliall have in being 
bound to me by a Bond which nothing but 
Death can break : But know, there is no 
fuch thing as fweet Chains ^ and there is 
a thoufand times more Glory, Honour, 
and Pleafure in keeping firm to a Union 
which Love alone has cftabliihed, which. 
is Supported by mutual Efteem and ASierit, 
and which owes its continuance to no- . 
thing but the Satisfaftion of feeing each 
other free. Shall the Laws and Cuftoms 
which the grofs and carnal World has in- 
vented, hold us together more furely than 
the Bonds of mutual Aflfeftion ? Take my 
word for it, you'll fee me too often, when 
you fee me every Day : you'll have no Va- 
lue for my Love nor Favours, when they 
arc due to you, and coft you no Care. 
Perhaps you don't think of all this at pre- 
fent} but you'll think of nothing elfewhen 
C 4 v^ 
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it will be too fete. I dont take notice 
what the World will fay, to fee a Man in 
your Circumftances get him a Wife, and 
fo throw away your Reputation, your 
Fortune, and your Quiet. In Ihort, con- 
tinued Ihe, the Quality of Miftrefs is ^ 
hundred times more pleafing to me, than 
that of Wife. Cuftom indeed has given 
a Dignity to this latter Name, and we are 
impofed upon by it 5 but Heaven is my 
Witnefs, I had rather be jfMard's Miftreft, 
than lawful Wife to the Emperor of the 
whole World. I am very fure I fhall al- 
ways prefer your Advantage and Satisfacti- 
on, before my own Honour, and all the 
Reputation, Wealth, and Enjoymenfs, 
which the moft fplendid Marriage cou'd 
bring me. Thus Heloife argued, and ad- 
ded a great many more Reafons which I 
forbear to rdate, left I ihould tire my 
Reader. It is enough for him to know, 
that they are chiefly grounded upon her 
Preference of Love to Marriage, and Li- 
berty to Neceffity. 

Wr might therefore fuppofe that Heloife 
was afraid left Marriage fhould prove the 
Tomb of Love, The Count de Buffi^ 

who 
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who palTes for the Tranflator of fome of 
her Letters, makes this to be her Mean- 
ing, tho* cloathed in delicate Language. 
But if we examine thofe which ihe writ 
to Abelard after their Separation, and the 
Expreffions fhe ufes to put him in Mind, 
that he was indebted for the Paffion fhe 
had for him to nothing but Love it felf^ 
wc mull allow that flie had more refined 
Notions, and that never Woman was fa 
difinterefted. She loved Abelard^ 'tis true y 
but fhe declared, it was not his Sex that 
flie moft valued in him. 

Some Authors * are of Opinion, that 
it was not an Excefs of Love which made 
Abelard prefs Heloife to Marriage, but only 
to quiet his Confcience : But how can any 
one tell his Reafons for Marriage, better 
than he himfelf ? Others fay t> that if 
Heloife did really oppofe Abelard^s Defign 
of marrying her fo earneflly, it was not 
becaufe fhe thought better of Concubi- 
nage than a married Life > but becaufe her 
Aflficftion andRefpefl: for her Lover, lead- 
ing her to feek his Honour and Advantage 

*^ Monri Di^, f Fran. d^Amioift, 
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in aU Things, ibe wn afoiid that by maiv 
lyiog liim, &e &oi^ &iiid between him 
akd a Biiboprick, which ihe thought his 
Wit mi Learning wcU dcfcrved. But 
there is no fuch thing in her Letters, nor 
in the long Account wluch Ahelard h^ 
l^ft u3 of the Arguments which his Mi^- 
ftreft ufed to diffw^e him from Marriage. 
Theie are the Faults of manjr Authors^ 
who put fuch Words in the Mouths of 
Perfons, as ut moft conformable to their 
own Ideas. It is often mom advantageous 
that a Woman fhould Jeave her Lover free 
for Church-Dignities, than render him in- 
capable of them by Marriage.. But is it 
juft therefore to fuppofe^ that Heloifs had 
any fuch Motives ? There is indeed a known. 
Story of a Man that was poffefled of a 
Prebend, and quitted it for a Wife. Thc^ 
Day after the Wedding, he faid Xsy his 
Bride, My Dear,, confider how paffionately 
I Ibved you, fince I loft my Preferment to; 
mansy you; You have done a very foolifli. 
thing, faid iho^^ you might have kept 
^at,, and have had me nocwithftanding. 

B y T to return to our Lovers. A mo- 
dem Author,, who well under ftood human 

Natm-e„ 
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Nttuftf, has affirai'd^ ♦ "thut Women by 
the Favours tbey irant txf Men^nw the f on- 
dcr of tbem y lut on the contrary^ the Men 
gr^^u nmre indifermt. This is not always 
true, jihelard was not the fcfs enamour'd 
widi Hklmfe^ after ihe liad given him the 
utmoil Proorfs of her Love> and their Fa- 
HiiliaTity was fo far from having abated his 
Flame, that it fecms all the Eloquence of 
Heioiji could not pcrfuadc uibelard^ that 
he wronged himfelf in thinking to marry 
her. He admir'd the Wit, the Paffiony 
and the Ingenuity of his Miftrefs > but in 
thefe things he did not come fhort of her : 
He knew fo well how to reprcfent to her; 
the neceffity of Marriage, the Difcourie 
which he had about it with Fulberf^ his 
Rage if they declined it, and how dange-- 
rous it might be to both of them, that, 
at lafl: fhe confented to do whatever he- 
plcas'd J but ftill with an inconceivable 
Rclufkance, which fhew'd that Ihe yield- 
ed for no other Reafon,, but the fear of 
difoWiging him. 
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ABELARD was willing to be near 
his Miftrefs till fhe was brought to Bed^ 
which in a fhort time fhe was of a Boy. 
As foon as Heloife was fit to go Abroadi 
Abelard carried her to Paris^ where they 
were married in the moft private manner 
that could be, having no other Com- 
pany but Fulbert^ and two or three parti- 
cular Friends. However, the Wedding 
quickly came to be known. The News of 
it was already whifper'd about 5 People 
foon began to talk of it more openly, till 
at laft they mention'd it to the mai-ried 
Pair. Fulbert^ who was lefs. concern'd ta 
keep his Word, than to cover the Re- 
proach of his Family^ took care tofprcad 
it abroad. But Heloife^ who loved Abe-- 
Urd a thoufand times better than fhe did 
herfelf, and always valued licr dear Doftor's 
Honour above her own, denied it with, 
the mofl folemn Proteilations, and did all 
fhe could to.make the World believe her. 
She.CQnftantly affirm'd, that the Reports 
of it. were meer Slanders 5 That Abelard. 
never propofed any fuch thing 5 and if he 
had, fhe would never have confented to it. 
lafliort, fhe deny'd it fo conftantly, and 

with. 
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"wkkruch Eameftnefs, that flic was gc* 
nerally belicvM. Many People thought^ 
and boldly affirm'd, that the Doftor's E- 
ncmies had fpread this Story on purpoie 
to leflen his Charafter. This. Report came 
toFulberf^ Ears, who, knowing that /ft- 
loife was the fole Author of it, fell into fo 
outragions a Paffion at her, that after 2 
thoufand Reproaches and Menaces he pro- 
ceeded to ufe her barbaroufly. But Me^ 
lard^ who loved her never the worfe for 
being his Wife, could not fee this many 
Days with Patience. Ha rcfolved there- 
fore to ordi?r. Matters fo as to deliver her, 
from this State of Perfecution. To this 
purpofe they confulted together what 
Courfe was to be taken 5 . and agreed, that 
for fetting them both free^ her from the 
Power and ill Humour of her Uncle, and 
him from the perfecuting Reports which 
went about of him, Heloife ihould retire 
into a Convent, where ihe fhould take the 
Habit of a Nun,, all- but the Vail, that 
fo ihe might eafily come out again, whea' 
they fhould have a more favourable Op- 
portunity. This Defign was propofed, ap- . 
proved, and executed, almoft: at the fame 
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time. By thJ3 me^ams Acy cflFc&ually put 
aftop to all Reports about cfadr Marriage 
But the Canonwas too dangerous a Perfon 
to be s^mitted. to this Confultation $ he 
would never have agreed to their Propo- 
faiL% nor could he bear of it without the 
utmoft lUge. 'Twas then that he con- 
ceived a new delirc of Revenge, which he 
purfued till he had executed it in the moft 
cruel manner imaginable. This Retreat of 
Heloife gave him the more (enfible Affli* 
ftion, becaufe ibe was ib far from cover- 
ing her own Reputation, that ihe com« 
pkated his Shame. He confidered it as 
^MarcTs Contrivance, and a frelh Inftance 
of his perfidious Dealing towards him. And 
this Refle£Hon put him upon fhidying 
how to be revenged on them both at one 
Stroke 5 which aiming at the Root of the 
Mifchief, fhould for ever difabk them from . 
ofiending again. 

While this Rot was in Agitation,. 
tjtke Lovers, who were not apt to trouble 
their Heads about what might happen, 
fjpent their Time in the moft agreeable 
manner that could be. Jhelard could not 
live l(mg^ without a fight of his dear 

Wife, 



Wi^i H? nwie h/er fr^uctut Vifits in. 
xii9 Onvent ^f 4rgmtmly.Xo which ihe 
was rctir^.,, T^ Nu»s of this Abb7 
ecj<^ed 4 very f»ee kind of Life : The 
Grates wd Parlours were open enough. As 
for Hekifi^ ihe had Aich eKcellent Qualifi* 
o^ns^ ;sii9 E^adc the gpod Si&ers very fond, 
of her, , ai)4 ^trf^amely elfiafed that they 
had fuch ao. amiable Companion. And as 
they were not ignorant what Reports there 
were abroad,., thai: Ae was married to the 
famous Abelardy (tho* ihe denied it to the 
Igft) the moft difccrning among them, ob- 
ferving the frequent Viiits of the Doiftor,:, 
eafily iinaginM thai ihe had Rjeafons for 
keeping her felf private v and fo they took 
her Cafe into Confideration, and expreft a 
wonderful Compaffion. for her Misfbr* 
tunes. 

Some of them, whom Heloife loved a*- 
bove the reft, and in whom ihe put great 
Gonfidence, were not a little aiding and. 
aflifting in the private Interviews which flie 
had with jibelardy and in giving him Op- 
portunities to enter the Convent. Thc^ 
amorous Doftor made the belt Ufeof eve* 
ry thing : The Habit which Hjehife worc^ 
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the Place where he was to fee her, the 
Times and Seafons proper for his Vifit 3 
the Stratagems which muft be ufed to fa- 
cilitate his Entrance, and carry him undif- 
cover'd to Heloife's Chamber} the Diffi- 
culties they met with^ the Reafons they: 
had for not letting it be known who they 
were 5 and the fear they were in of being 
taken together : All this gave their Amours 
an Air of Novelty, and added to their law» 
fill Embraces all the Tafte of ftolen De- 
lights. 

These Exccffes had then their Charms,, 
but in the end had fatal Confcquences : 
The furious Canon pcrfifting in his Defign 
of being revenged on jlbelard, notwith- 
ftanding his Marriage with his ISTeice,. 
found Means to corrupt a Domellick of 
the Unfortunate Doftor, who gave Ad- 
mittance into his Maftcr's Chamber to 
fomc Aflaffins hired.by Fulbert^ who feized. 
him in his Sleep,.and cruelly deprived him 
of his Manhood, but not his Life, The 
Servant and his Accomplices fled for it j 
the wretched Abelard raifed fuch terrible 
Outcries, that the People in the Houfe 
and the Neighbours being alarm'd, haften'dL 

to 
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to him, and gave him fuch fpecdy Afllft- 
ance, that he was foon out of a. Conditi- 
on of fearing Death. 

The News of this Accident made x 
great Noife, and its Singularity raifed the 
Curiofity of abundance of Perfons,. who 
came the next Day, as in Proceflion, to 
fee, to lament and comfort him* His 
Scholars loudly bewailed his Misfortune, 
and the Women diftinguiihed themfclves 
upon this Occafion, by extraordinaryMarks 
of Tendernefs. And 'tis probable among 
the great Number of Ladies which pi- 
ty'd^ielard^ there were fome with whom 
he had been very intimate : For his Philor 
Ibphy did not make him fcrupulous e- 
nough to efteem every fmall Infidelity a, 
Crime, when it did not leflen his conftant 
* Love of Heloife. 

This AAion of Fulhert was too Tra- 
gical to pais unpunifhed •, the traiterous 
Servant and one of the Aflaffins were feizr 
cd,. and condemned to lofe their Eyes,, and 
to fufFer what they had done to Abelard. 
But Fulbert denying he had any Sfcare in 
the Aftion, faved himfelf from the Punifh- 
nou^nt, with the Lofs only of his Benefices. 
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Tfaifi Sentence ;did not fatisfie Melardy he 
made liis :Compkint to no purpofe to tlic 
Bifhop and Canons, and if he had made ^ 
Rjemonftrance at Ropie^ where he once had 
a defign of carrying the Matter, *tis pro^ 
%aHe he would havehad no 'better Succefi. 
It requires too much Mony to gain a Caufe 
there- One Foulques^ Prior of Deuil^ an 
intimate Friend of Jbelard^ wrote thus to 
him upon the Occafion of his Misfortune. 
* If you appeal to the Pope^ without hrhtging 
fin mmenji Sum of Monyy it will be ufelefs >; 
-nothing can fatisfie the Infinite Avarice ami 
Lu9<ury cf the Romans. / queflion if you 
Have enough for fuch an Undertaking j anSif 
you attempt it^ nothing will perhaps remain 
iut the Fexation of having flung away fo much 
Mony. ^hey who go to Romc^ without large 
Sums to fquander away^ will return jujl as 
they went^ the Expence of their Journey only ^x- 
i^epted. But fince I am \hpon Foulques^s Let- 
ter, which is too Extrawdinary to be paf- 
fed over in Silence, I fliall give the Reader 
§bme of its more remarkable Paflages, ad- 
ding fomc Reflc&ions which may make 



^ This Litter is extant in Latin in AbclardV Ww*/. 

him 
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liim Amends for the Trwbk of a iwew Di- 
grcfliQn. 

Tuis J^riend of ^A?/4»r</kys feeforc him 
jpaay AdvaiWWgcs ij^hich »ighiE be di:^¥Pii 
from his Misfoiitunc, He ttclls him^ Ims 
extraordinary Talents, Subalty^ Eloquence 
and Learuing, had drawn.from all Parts an, 
incredible Number of Auditors, and fo 
mi'd him with cxceffive Vanity : He hints 
gently at aaother thiog, which contrihu*- 
red not a little towards making him proud 1 
namely^ that the Women continually folr 
lowed him, and gloried ia drawing him in- 
•to their Snare?. This Misfortune tKcrc^ 
fore would cure him of feis Pride, and free 
him from tbofe Snares of W<;^^tn which 
had reduced him even to Indigence, tho* 
his Profeffioa got him a large Revenue j., 
and now he -would never impoverifli him- 
felf by his Gallantries. 

HELOISE her felf in fome Paflages 
of her Lettei-s fays, that there was neither 
Maid Bor Wife*, who in Jbelar/P^ Ab- 

^ ^d conjugAia, qH4 yirgo non cpncuflf<9b4t ahfen- 
tan, V npn txar^ffcthat in frdfentemf ^liuRegina,, 
vel prif9t€ns Icemina Gsuiiis meis non inv'td^bat vel 
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fence did not form Defircs for him, and in 
his Prefence was not inflamed with Love-: 
That Queens themfelves and Ladies of the 
firft Quality envy'd the Pleafures fhe en- 
joy'd with him*. But we are not to take 
thefe Words of Heloife in a ftrid Senfe^ 
becaufe as fhe loved Abelard to Madnefs, 
fo fhe imagined every one elfe did. Bte- 
fides thaty Report to be furehath added to 
the Truth. It is not at all probable that a 
Man of jfbelard^s Senfe, and who accord- 
ing to all Appearance pafSonately loved his 
"Wife, fhould not be able to contain him*- 
felf in fome Bounds, but fhould fquander 
away all his Mony upon Mifbcfles, even 
to the not referving what was fufficient xx> 
provide for his Neceflities* FouJques owns 
that he fpeafcs only upon Hear-fay, and 
in that no doubt Envy and Jealoufy had 
their Part. 

FOUL^UES tells hurrbefides, that 
die Amputation' of a Part of his Body, of 
which he made fuch ill Ufc, would fup- 
prefs at the Tame time a great many trou- 
blefome Paffions, and procure him the Li- 
berty of reflcfting on himfelf, inflead of 
being hurried to and fro by his Paffions.: 

Hi&. 
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His Meditations would be no more inter- 
rupted by the Emotions of the Flefh, and 
theriCforc he would be more fuccefsful in 
difcovering the Secrets of Nature. He 
reckons it as a great Advantage to him, 
that he would no more be the Terror of 
Husbands, and might now lodge any 
where without being fufpefted. And for- 
gets not to acquaint him, hie might con- 
verfe with the fineft Women without any 
fear of thofe Temptations which fometimes 
overpower even Age it fel^ upon the fight 
of fuch Objeds. And laftlyj he would 
have the Happinefs of being exempt from 
the lUufions of Sleep •, which Exemption, 
according to him, is a peculiar Blefling. 

I T was with Reafon that Foulques reck- 
ons all thefe as Advantages very extraordi- 
nary in the Life of an Ecclefiaftick j 'tis 
eafy to obferve that, to a Perfon who de- 
' votes himfelf to Continence, nothing can 
be more Happy than to be infenfible to 
Beauty and Loveji for they who cannot 
maintain their Chailrity, but by continual 
Combats, are very wnhappy : The Life of 
fuch Perfons is uneafy, their State always 
^ubtfuL They but too much feel the 
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Trouble of their Warfare, and if diey come 
off viaorious in an Engagement, 'tis oft^ 
with a great many Wounds, Even fuch 
of theffl as in a retired Life are at the great- 
cftr Diftance from Temptations, by conti- 
nually flruggling with their Inclinations,' 
and fetting Barrier^ agdinft the Irrapti- 
ofis of the Flefh, airti ift a miferable Condi-' 
tion. Their Entrenchn&teWts are often for- 
ced 5 and dieir Confciencc fiirdwith Sor- 
row and Anxiety. Whait Progrrfs^ might 
one make in th& Ways of Virtue, who is/ 
not obliged to fight an Enemy for every 
Foot of Ground? Had Abelard's Misfor- 
tune made him indeed fuch as Foulques fup- 
pofed, wc ihould fee him in his Letters 
exprefs his Motives of Comfort with a 
better Grax:e. But though he noW was • 
in a Condition notable to fatisfy a PaflioA 
by which he had fulfered fo lAuch^ yet Was 
he not infenfible at the fight of thofe Ob^ 
je&s which once gave him fo much' Plea- 
fure. This Difcourfe therefore of Foulques^ 
far from comforting Ahelard in his Affli&i- 
on, feems capable of producing the con- 
trary EfFeft > and it is aftonilhing if Abe^ ' 
Jard did not take it fo, and thinlc he ra- 
4 ther 
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l3ier infulted him, and confequently reieirt 
it. 

As to Dreams, St, ^/^^//^ informs us.of 
the Advantage Foulques tells his Friend he 
had gain'd. St. jiuftin implores the Grace 
of God to deliver him from this fort of 
Weaknefs, and fays he gave his Confent to 
tliofe things in his Sleep which he ihould 
abominate awake, and laments exceeding- 
ly fo great a remaining Weaknefs. 

But let us go on with this charitable 
Friend's Letter^ it hath too' near aRelar 
tion to this Hiftory, to leave any part of 
it xintouched. MatrimoniaLFunfHons (con- 
tinues Foulques) and the Cares of a Fami- 
ly, will not now hinder your Application 
to pleafe God. And what a Happinefs is 
it, . not to be ina Capacity of finning ? and 
. then he brings the Examples of St. Origen^ 
and other Martyrs , who rejoice now in^ 
Heaven, for their being upon Eagiiin the 
fame Condition Ahdard laments. A^ if 
the Impoffibility of committing a Sin 
could fecure any one from defiring.to do 
it. But one of his greateft Motives of. 
Comfort, and one «pon which he infifts the 
moft is, becaufe his Misfortune is irrepa- 
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wble. This is indeed true in FaQr, but the 
Confequence of his Reafoning is not Co cer- 
tain, jffflrSl not your felf f fays he) becaufe 
your Misfortune is of fuch a Nature as is ne^ 
*ver to be repaired. 

I T muft be owned that the general To- 
picks of Confolation have two Faces, and 
may therefore be confidered very diflferent- 
ly, even fo as to feem Arguments for Sor- 
row. As for Inftance, one might argue 
very juftly, that a Mother fhould not yield 
too much to Grief upon theLofs of a Son, 
becaufe her Tears are unavailable, and tho' 
fhe fhould kill her felf with Sorrow, flic 
can never by thefe Means bring her Son to 
Life. Yet this very thing, that all flie can 
do is ufelefs, is the main Occafion of her 
Griefs flie could bear it patiently, could 
Ihe any way retrieve her Lofs. When So^ 
Ion * lamented the Death of his Son, and 
fome Frigid by way of Comfort told him, 
his Tears were infignificant, that^ faid he, 
is the very Reafon *why I iveep. 

But Foulques argues much better aftcr^ 
wards 5 he fays, Abelard did not fufFer this 



in 
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In the Commiifion of any ill A£t, but fleep* 
ing peaceably in his Bed. That is, he was 
not caught in any open Fa£):, fuch as has 
coft others the like Lofs. This is indeed 
a much better Topkk than the former j 
though it muft be allowed that Abelard 
had drawn this Misfortune on himfelf by a 
Crime as bad as Adultery 5 yet the Fault 
was over, and he had made all the Repa- 
ration which was in his Power, and whea 
they maimed him he thought no harm to 
any Body. 

AB E LARD'S Friend makes ufe like- 
wife of other confolatory Reafons in his 
Letter, and reprefents to him after a very 
moving manner, the Part which the Bifhop 
and Canons, and all the Ecclefiafticks of 
Paris^ took in his Difgrace, and the Mourn- 
ing there was among the Inhabitants, and 
cfpecially the Women, upon this Occafi- 
on. But in this Article of Confolation 
how comes it to pafs that he makes no 
mention o^ Heloife ? This ought not to ap- 
pear ftrangcj fhe was the moft injured, 
-and therefore queftionlefs her Sorrows 
were fufficiently known to him, and it 
would Uc no News to tell the Husband 
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that his Wife was in tTie utmoft Afflicbion 
for him- For as we obfcrvcd before, the' 
fhe was in a Convent, Ac had not rcnoun- 
>ced her Husband, and thofe frequent Vi- 
.fits he made her were not fpent in reading 
Homilies. But; let us make an End of our 
Refledions on Foulques's curious Letter. 
Foulques^ after advifing^^^/^r^/not to think 
of canying the matter before the Pope, 
by affuring him that it required too great 
Expence to obtain any Satisfaction at that 
^Court, concludes all with this laft Motive 
of Gonfolation, that the imagined Happi- 
nefs he had loft was always accompanied 
with abundance of Vexation, but if he per- 
levered in his Spirit of Refignation, he 
would without doubt at the laft Day 
obtain that Juftice he had now failed of, 
•Tis great Pity we have not Abelard's An- 
fwer to this delicate Letter, the Matter 
then would look like one of Job^s Dia- 
logues with his Friends. AheUrd would ge- 
nerally have enough to reply, and FouJques 
would often be but a forry Comforter. 
However it is certain this Letter was of 
fomc Weight with Abelardy for we find 
.afterwards he never thought of making a 

Voyage 
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Voyage to Rome. Rcfolved to bear his 
Calamity patiently^ he left to God the a- 
venging of the cruel and fhameful Abufc 
he had fuflFercd. 

But let us return to Heloife. 'Tis pro- 
bable her Friends of the Convent of ^r- 
genteuil conceard fo heavy a Misfortune 
from her for fomc Time 5 but at laftfhc 
heard the fatal News : Though the Rage 
and Fury of her Uncle threatened her long 
fincc with fome Puniihment, yet could ihc 
never fufped any thing of this Nature. It 
will be feying too little to teU the Reader 
Ihc felt all the Shame and Sorrow that is 
poffible. She only can exprefs thofe vio- 
lent Emotions of her Soul upon fo feverc 
an Occafion. 

In aU Probability this Misfortune of 
jlbdard woxild have been a thorough Cure 
of her Paflion, if we might argue from 
like Cafes j but there is no Rule fo general' 
as not to admit of fome Exceptions ^ and 
HeIoife*s Love upon this fevere Tryal pro- 
ved like Queen Sfratonice% who was not 
Icfs Paflionate for her Favourite Combabus 
when fhe difcovcr'd his Impotence, than 
ike had been before. 

D 2 ^N.V& 
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Shame and Sorrow had no lefs feized 
Ahelard than Heloife^ nor dared he ever 
jaftcr appear in the World. So that he re- 
folved, immediately upon his Cure, to ba- 
iiifh himfclf from the fight of Men, and 
hide hitnfelf in the Darknefs of a Mona- 
llick Life ; avoiding all Converfation with 
aiiy kind of Perfons excepting his dear He^ 
I$i/ej by whofc Company he endeavoured 
to comfort himfdf 5 but ihe at laft refol- 
ved to follow his Example, and continue 
for ever in the Convent o^Argenteuil where 
Ihe was. Ahelard himfelf confefles that- 
Shame^ rather than Devotion, had made 
him take the Habit of a Monk 5 and that 
it was Jealoufy, more than Love, which 
engaged him to perfwade Heloife to be Pro- 
fcfs'd before he had made his Vow. The 
Letters which follow this Hiftory will in- 
form us after what Manner and with what 
Refolution they feparated. Heloife in the 
Twenty Second Year of her Age generouf- 
ly quitted the World, and renounced all 
thofe Pleafiires flie might rcafonably have 
promised her fclf, to Sacrifice her felf en- 
tirely to the Fidelity and Obedience fhe 
owed her Husband^ aiod to procure him 

that 
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that Eafe of Mind which, he faid he could- 
no other ways hope foiv 

Time mzking^AglartPs Misfortune fa- 
miliar to him^e nowentertain'd Thoughts 
of Ambition^and of fupporting the Re- 
putation he had gained of the moil learned^ 
Man of the Age. He began with explain- 
ing the jiUs of the jipoftlet to the. Monks 
of the Monaftery of St. Dennis^ to which he 
had retired 5 but the Diforders of this Ab- 
by, and the Debauches of the Abbot^ 
which, equally with his Dignity, were 
foperior t? thofe of the fimple Monks,, 
quickly drove him thence. He had made 
himfelf uncafy to them, by cenfuring their 
Irregularity. They were glad to part witSt 
him, and he to leave them. 

A s foon as he had obtained leave df the ^ 
Abbot, he retired ta iToibaud in Cbampainy 
where he fet up a School > pei-fuading him- 
felf that his Reputation woidd bring him 
a great number of Scholars. And indeed 
they flock'd to him, not only from the 
moft diftant Ptovinces of ir^//^^, butalfa 
from Rome^ Spam^ England and Germany^ 
in fuch Numbers that the Towns could 
not provide Accommodation, nor the 
D 3 Comxri 
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Country Provifions enough for them^ 
^Mt'jlhelard did not forefee that this Sue 
cefs and Reputation would at the fame 
^imc occafion him new Troubles. He ha«i 
made himfelf two confiderabie Enemies ai 
Laofty jilberick of RheimSy and Lotulf ol 
Lomhardy^ who, as foon as they perceived 
how prejudicial his Reputation was to their 
Schools, fought all Occafions to ruin him \ 
and thought they had a lucky Handle to 
do fo from a Book of his entitled ^heMy* 
fiery vf the trinity y this thgy^ pretended 
was Heretical, and through the Arch- 
bifliop's Means they procured a Council at 
Soifons in the Year 1 1 ii 3 and without fuf- 
fcring Abelard to make any Defence, or- 
dered his Book to be burnt by his own 
Handsj and himfelf to be confined to the 
Convent of St. Medard. This Sentence 
gave him fuch Grief, that he fays himfelf 
the unhappy Fate of his Writings touch- 
ed him more fenfibly than the Misfortune 
he had fuffer'd thro' Fulberfs Means. Nor 

''^ Ad quas Scholas tanta Scholarium multUudo cpn^ 
fiuxit, ut mc locus Hcffinis, net terra ftiffic^et Mnfgn- 
th, Abel, Oper, p. 19. 

was 
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-was it only his Fatherly Concern for his^ 
own Produftions,. but the indelible Mark- 
of Herefie which by this Means was fix'd^ 
on him, which fo exceedingly troubled 
him. 

That the curious Reader may have 7. 
compleat Knowledge of this Matter, I fhall/ 
here give an Account of that pretended 
Herefie which was imputed to Abelard. 
The Occafion of his Writing this Book 
was, that his Scholars demanded * Philo- 
fbphical Arguments on thatSubjeft^ often 
urging that it was impoflible to Believe 
vrhat was not Underftood > That it was 
ta abufe the World to Preach OrDoftrine, 
equally unintelligible to the Speaker and 
Auditor 5 and that it was for the Blind to 
lead the Blind. Thefe young Men were 
certainly inclined to Sabellinifm. Abelard'' % 
Enemies however did not accufe him of 
falling into this, but another Herefie as 
bad, Tritheifm^ though indeed he was e- 
qually free from both 5 he explained the 



'^Humanns c^fhilofophicas ratums rtquirekant, vplas 
fM4 intilli^'h ^t*am qt$4 dlcifojfint effiagluibaot. Abel. Op. 
D 4. UtCX^. 
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Unity of the Godhead by Comparifoar 
drawa from Human Things, but accord- 
ing to a Paflage of St. Bernard^ t one of 
his greatcft Enemies, he feemed to hold 
that no one ought to believe what he could 
not grve a Reafon for. However, Abe'- 
iartPs Trcatife upon this Subjeft pleafed e- 
vei;y one except thofe of his own Profef- 
fion, who, ftung with Envy, that he 
ihould find out Explanations which they 
could not have thought of, raifcd fuch x 
cry of Herefie upon him, that he and fome 
of his Scholars had like to have been floncd 
•^ by the Mob. By their powerful Cabals 
they prevailed with Comn Biihop of Pre^ 
Ttejte the Pope's Legate, who was Preli- 
dent of the Council, to condemn his Book,, 
pretending that he aflertcd 'three Gods, 
which they might eafily fuggeft, when he 
was fuffer'd to make no Defence. 'Tis 
certain he was very Orthodox in the Do- 

t Bernardl Eflft^ 190. 

:|: It a me tn Cten v Fofulo iiffamaverunt, utpene me 
fopubspaucofquequiadveneraat ex Difi'tfulis noftris prima 
Die noftri advent us lapidarent-y dicentes me tres Dees pradi- 
care cr fcripjtjfe, fitfit iffn pfrfuafum fiarat. Abel. Op. 
p. 20. 

flrrine 
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ftrineof the Trinity 5 and all this Procefs 
againfl him was only occafioncd by thft 
Malice of his Enemies. His Logical Com* 
parifon (and Logick was his Mafter-piece) 
proved' rather the three Divine Perfons 
One, than multiply*d the Divine Nature 
into three. His Comparifon is^^that as the 
three Propofitions * in a Syllogifm are but 
one Truth, fo the Father^ 5on and Holy 
Ohoft are but one Eflcnce. And 'tis cer- 
tain the Inconveniences which may be 
drawn from this Parallel are not more than, 
what may be drawn from the Comparifon 
of the three Dimenfions- of Solids, fo mych 
infiftcd on-by that famous Or-thodox Ma- 
thematician Dr; PFallis of England. But 
great Numbers erf" Pious and-Leamed Di- 
vines, whb have not. been over-fubtle in 
Politicks, have iteeniperfixuted" and con- 
demned as well as Jbelardy^ by the Igno- 
rance and -Malice- of vthcir-caballing Brc*^ 
thren. . 



* Stmt iadem oratlo fJfffrafppifio^jiJJU'mpfio CT* conclujti,^ ' 
haread'em Effentla $fi fatar,.lUm k^ Sfiritus SanSifti*^ 
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A little after his Condemnadc^, jfbetari 
was ordered to return to St.Detmis. The 
Liberty he had taken to cenfure the vitious 
Lives of the Monks had raifed him a great 
many Enemies. Among thefe was St. Ber^ 
nard^ not upon the fame Motives as thofe 
Monks, but becaufe Jhelari"^ great Wit, 
join'd with foloofe and fenfual a Life, gave 
him Jealoufie, who thought it impoffible 
the Heart fhould be defiled without the 
Head being Ukewife tainted. 

Scarce had he returned to St. Den^ 
niSy when one Day he dropt fome Words> 
intimating be did not believe that the 
St. Dennis their Patron was the Areopagite 
mentioned in the Scripture, there being n6 
Probability that he ever was in France. 
This was immediately carry 'd to the Ab- 
•bot, whowas full of Joy, that he had now 
a Handle to heighten the Accufations of 
Harefie againft him with fome Crime a* 
gainft the State 5 a Method frequently ufed 
by this fort of Gentlemen to make fure 
their Revenge. In thofe Times too the 
contradifting the Notions of the Monks 
was enough to prove a Man an Atheif^ 

Heretick^ 
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*ileretick, Rebel, or any thing : Learning 
fignify*d nothing. If any one of a clearer 
Mt^A and largenCs^acity had the Misfor- 
tune to be fufpeded of Novelty, there w^ 
no way to avoid the general Perfecution of 
the Monks, but voluntarily banifhing him- 
felf. The Abbot immediately aflcmbled 
all the Hbufe, and declared he would de- 
liver up to th'e fecular Power aPerfoftwho 
had dar'd to refteft upon the Honour of ^ 
the Kingdom and of the Crownv Abelari' 
very rightly judging that fuch Threatning^ : 
were not to be defpifed, fled by Night to 
Cbampain^ to a Cloyfter of the Monks of 
Sraies^ and there patiently waited till the * 
Storm fhould be over. After the Death of?' 
his Abbot, which, very luckily for him^ ^ 
hapned foon after his Flight,., be obtained '. 
Leave to live where he pleated, tho* it was : 
not without ufing fome Cunning.. He* 
knew the Monks of fo rich a Houfe hadi 
fallen into great Excefles,vand- were-very. 
obnoxious to the Court, who would not 
fail to make their Profit of it : He thfere- - 
fore procured it (hould be reprefentcd to 
the Council, as very Difadvantageous to j 
his Majefty's Intcrcft^that ^ Peifon.wh6* 
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was continually cenfuring the Lives of k)^ 
Brethren fliould continue any longer with* 
them. This was immediately nnderftood, . 
and Orders given to fome great Man at 
Court to demand ofthe Abbot and Monks, 
why they kept a Perfon in their Houfe 
whofe Condu£l was fo difagreeahk to them,, 
and far from being an Ornament to the 
Society was a continual Vexation, by 
publifliing their Faults ? This being very 
opportunely moved to the new Abbot, he- 
gave Ahelard leave to retire to what Cloi- 
ller he pleafed. 

jiBELARDy who had indeed all the 
Qualities which make a great Man^ could 
not however bear, without repining,, the- 
Bumerous Misfortunes with which he faw 
himfelf erabarxafs'd ,. and had frequent 
Thoughts of publiihing a Manifefto to ju- 
flify himfelf from the fcandalous. Imputa- 
tions his Enemies had laid upon him, and 
to undeceive thofe whom their Malice had. 
prejudiced againfl: him. But uponcooler 
Thoughts, he determined that it was bet- 
ter to fay nothing, and to fliew them by 
bis Silence how unworthy he thought them 
fijf his Anger. Thus being rather enraged 

than 
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than troubled at the Injuri«-he-had foffcrr 
cd, he rcfolved to fodnd a new Society 
confifting chiefly of Monks. To this purv 
pofc he chofe a Solitude in the Diocefe of 
Jroies^ and upon fomc Ground which wa» 
given, him by PermiiEon of the Biihop, he 
built a Uttle Houfe^and a Chappel, which 
he dedicated to the Moft Holy Trinity. 

Men of Learning were then fcarce, 
and the Delirc of Science was beginning 
to fpread itfelf. Our Exile was inquired 
after and found. Scholars crowded to hira 
from all Parts : They built little Hutts^ 
and were very libeml to their Mafter for 
his Leftures 5 content to live, on Herbs, 
and Roots and Water, that they might 
Bave the Advantage of Learning from fo 
Extraordinary a Man 5 and with great Zeal 
they enlarged the Chappel, building that 
and their Profeflbr's Houfe with Wood 
and Stone. 

Upon this occafion, Abelard^ to conti- 
nue the Memory of the Comfort he had 
received in this Defart, dedicated his New- 
built Ghappel to the Holy Ghoft,, by the 
Name of the Paraclete or Comforter. The 
Envy oiJlhcrk ^nd Latulx which, had long 

fince 
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tincc ^erfccuted bim, was ftrangdy rmv-- 
ed, upon feeing fo many Scholams flock t^ 
tiim from all Parts^ notwithftandiog die Inp- 
convenicnces of the Placc^ and in con- 
tempt of the Mafters who might fo com- 
modioufly have been found in the Towns 
and Cities. 

They now more than ever fought Oo- 
<:aficns to troubk trim 5 the Name of P^- 
raclet fumifh'd them with one 5 they gave 
«out that this Novelty was a Coniequenc^ 
of his former HerciGe,, and that k was no' 
more lawful to dedicate Churches to the 
Moly -Ghoft, than to God the Father : 
That this Title was a fubtle Art of inftiU 
ling that Poifon which he durft not fpread 
openly 5 and a Confequcncc of his Mercti-^ . 
cal Doftrine which had beenTrondemneJ. 
already by a Council. This Report raifed 
a. great Clamour amongNumbcps of People^ 
whom his Enemies employed from all Sides. 
But the Perfecution grew moi^ terrible 
when St. Barnard and St. Norbet declared 
againft him, two great Zealots, fir*d with 
the Spirit of Reformation, and who de* 
clared themfelves Reftorers of the Primitive 
Diiciplincjandhad wonderfully gain'd up ^ 
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cm the Affc£tions of the Populace. Thejr 
Ipread fuch Scandal agaiitft him, that they 
prejadiccd his Principal Friends, axid forced 
thofc who ftill loved him not to ihew it 
any ways, and upon thefe Accounts made 
his Life fo bitter to hun that he was upon 
the Point of leaving Cbriftendom*. But 
his Unhappinefs would not let him do a 
thing which might have procured his Eafe ^ 
but made him ftill continue with Chriftians^ 
and with Monks (as himfelf exprefles it) 
worfe than Heathens ;^» 

T H JB Duke oiBritanyy informed of his 
Misfortunes, and of the Baibaiity of his 
Enemies, named him to the Abby of St. 
Huildas in the Diocefe of Fannes^ at the 
defire of the Monks, who had already e* 
le&ed him for their Superior. Here he 
thought he had found a Refuge from the 
Rage of his Enemies, but in Reality he 

* S£f9 auttm {D$Hs felt) in tMntum Uffrsfum dt^ 
ffirdtionem ut ChrifiUndrum finibus ixceffis, ad Gwut 
Sranfin diffontr$m, atque ihi qnUth fnb qnacunqiH tri^ 
hm fafUiMM intir mimieos Ckrijii ehrlfiiank viv$r$. A« 
bel. Op. p. 32, 

% Incedi if$ Chriflianos atqta M^nacios dntibm 
ioBih favions atqui fj^rtK Ibid* 

had 
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had only chang'^d one Trouble for anothcn 
The profligate Lives of the Monks, and 
the Arbitrarinefeof a Lord,, who had de- 
prived them of the greater Part of their 
Revenues, fo that they were obliged to 
maintain their Miftre^s and Children at 
their own private Expence, occafioned him 
a thoufand Vexations and Dangers: They 
fcveral Times endeavour'd to Poifon him 
in his ordinary EHet, biat proving unfuc- 
cefsful that way they try'd to do ii in the 
Holy Sacrament. Excoramunicationis, with 
which he threatened the moft. mutinous, . 
did not at all abate the Diforder 5 he now 
feared the Poniard more than Poifon, and 
compared his Cafe to His whom the Tyrant 
ot Syracufe caufed to be feated at his Tablcj 
with a Sword hanging* over him faftcn'd 
only by a Thread- 

Whilst- Abelard thus fuiFcr'd in his 
Abby by his. Monks 5 the Nuns of Argm- 
teuil^ of whom Heloife was Priorefs, grew 
fo XictniioVi&jXhSitSuggir Abbot of St. Den^ 
nis taking Advantage of their- Irregulari- 
ties, got Poffeffion of their Monafterjr. He 
fent the Original Writings, to Rome^ and 
taving obtained theAnfwerhadefired,^ha 

cxpeLr 
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expelled the Nuns, and cftablifh'd in their 
Place Monks of his Order. 

Some cenforious People upon reading 
this PafTage will be apt to entertain ftrong 
Sufpicions of Heloife ^ and judge it pro- 
bable that a Governor does not behave 
well, when Diflblutenefs is known to reign 
in the Society. I have never read that flic 
was included by Name in the general Scan- 
dal of the Society, and therefore am cau- 
tious not to bring any Accufations againft 
her. Our Saviour fays. No one batb cotk^ 
demrfd T^bee^ neither do J condemn Tbee. 

HELOISEyVLt her Departure from 
the Convent oS jSrgenieuily apply 'd to her 
Husband y who, by Pcrmiffion of the Br- 
ihop of Iroies^ gave her the Houfe and 
Chappel of the Paraclete^ with its Appenr 
dages; and placing there fome Nuna, 
founded a. Nunnery. Pope Innocent II. 
confirmed this Donation in the Yeaa: n jt. 
This is the Origin of the Abby of the Par 
racktey of which Heloife was the firft Ab- 
■befs. Whatever hei- Conduftwas^^ among 
the licentious Nuns of Jgenteuil^ 'tis cer- 
tain flie lived fo regular in this her new 
«ad lafl; Retreat,, and behaved herfdf with 
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that Prudence^ Zeal and Piety,, that ffe^ 
won the Hearts of all the World, and in %. 
finall time had abundance of Donations* 
jfifeZ^ri himfclf fays, flic had more in one 
Year,, than he could have cxpeflred in all 
\i\% Life, had he lived there. The Bifliops 
loved her as their Child,, the Abbefles as 
their Sifter, and the World as their Mo^ 
-then It muft be owned fome Women 
have had wonderful Talents for exciting 
Chriftiaa Charity. The Abbeifes which: 
-fucceeded Heloife have often been of the 
greatseft Families in the Kingdom. There 
•is a Lift of them in the Notes oi Andrew 
M Chine upon Ahelar^s Works,, from the; 
Time of the Foundation in 1 130, to 161 f, 
but he has not thought fit to take no- 
"tice of Jane Cbahofy who dy'd the ifth 
•of June ifs>h ^d profefs'd the Protcftant 
Religion, yet without manying, or quit- 
ting her Habit, tho' flic was driven from 
-her Abby. 

After AheUri had fettled Heloifa 
here, he made frequent Journeys from Bri^ 
fm/ to Cbamfoin^ to take Care of the In- 
tcrcfts of this rifing Hpufe, and to cafe 
himfclf from the Vexations of lus owa 

Abby. 
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Abby. But Slander fo perpetually follow- 
ed this unhappy Man^ that tho' his prefent 
Condition was univerfally known, he waa 
reproached with a remaining voluptuous 
P^oil for his former Miftrefs. He com- 
plains of his hard Ufage in one of his Let- 
ters s but comforts himfelf by the£xample 
^f St. Jeromy whofe Friendfliipwith JP^^iij 
occa£[ott*d Scandal too \ and thought he 
entirely confute their Calumny, by re- 
marking that even the moft Jealous com- 
mit their Wives to the Cuftody of Eu- 
nuchs. 

The thing which gives the greateft 
Handle to fufpeS: Hehnfe^s Prudence5 and 
that Abelard did not think himfelf iafe 
with her, is his making a Refolution to 
feparate himfelf for ever from her. Du- 
ring his being employed in eftabliihingthis 
new Nunnery^ and in ordering their Af- 
fairs, as well Temporal as Spiritual, he was 
diligent in perfuading her by frequent and 
pious Admonitions to fuch a Separation ; 
and infifted that in order to make their 
Retirement and Penitence more profita-^ 
ble, it was abfolutely Neceflary they 
ihould icrioufly endeavour to forget each 
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other, and for the future think of nothing 
but God. When he had giVcn her Direct 
tion for her own Conduft, and Rules for 
the Management of the Nuns, he took 
Bis laft Leave of her and returned to his Ab- 
by in Britanyj where he continued a long 
time without her hearing any Mention 
of him. 

B Y chance a Letter he wrote to one of 
his Friends to comfort him under fomc 
Difgracesy wherein be had given him a 
long Accoims of all the Pcrfccutions he 
himfelf had fuflfer'd, fell into HeJoife'^ 
Hands. She knew by the Superfcription 
.from whom it came, and her Curiofity 
made her open it 5 the reading the Particu- 
lars of a Stoiy fhe was fo much concem'd 
in renew'd all her Paffion, and {he hencr 
took an Occafion to write to him, com- 
plainixig of his long Silence, jibelard could 
not forbear anfwering her 5 this occafion'd 
the feveral Letters between them which 
follow this Hiftory 5 and in thefe we may 
©bferve how high a Woman is capable of 
raifing the Sentiments- of her Heart, when 
poffisfs'd of a great deal of Wit andLearn- 
iflg, as wdl as a.moft violent Love. 

I fhaU 
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1 Ihall not tire the Reader with any 
further Refleftions on the Letters of 
thefe two Lovers, but leave them entirely 
to his own Judgment 5 only remarking, 
that he ought not to be furprifed to find 
HeJoifi^s more Tender, Paffionate and Ex- 
preflive than thofe oi Abelard : She was 
Younger, and confcquently more Ardent 
than he. The fad Condition he was in had 
not altered her Love* Befides, flie retired 
only in CompLoifance ta a Manihe blindly 
joelded toV^uui>re(Qlving to preferve her 
Fidelity inviolable, flie ftrovc to conquer 
her Defircs, and make a Virtue of Neceflity* 
But tha .Weaknefs of her Sex continually 
returned, and Ihe felt the Force of Love 
in fpite of all Refiftance. It was not the 
fame with Jbdard-^ for tho' it wasa Mi- 
ftakc to think, that by not being in a Con- 
dition of fatisfying his Paffion, he was, as 
Heloife imagined, wholly delivered from 
the Thorn of Senfuality s yet he was truly 
forry for the Diforders of his paft Life, he 
was fincerely Penitent, and therefore his 
Letters arelefs Violent and Paffionate than 
thofc o£ Heloifc. 
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About Ten Years after Abelard liad 
retired to his Abby, where Study was his 
chief Bufinefs, his Enemies, who had re- 
folved to Perfecute him to the laft, were 
careful not to let him enjoy the Eafe of 
Retirement : They thought he was not 
fufficiemly plagued with his Monks, and 
therefore brought a ncwProcefs of Herefy 
againfthim before the Archbiihopof iJ^/rj* 
He defired he might have the Liberty of 
defending his Doftrinc before a publick 
AfTembly, and it was granted, him. Upon 
this Account the Council of Sem was AC 
Cembledy in which Louis the Vllth ai&fted 
in Perfon, in the Year 1 140. St, Bhrmri 
was the Accufer, and delivered to the Af- 
fembly fomc Propofitions drawn from A-- 
ielard's Book, which: were read in the 
Council. This Accufation gave Abelard 
fuch Fears, and was managed with fuch in- 
veterate Malice by his Enemies, and with 
(uch great Unfaimeft in drawing Confe- 
quences he never thought of 5 that ima- 
gining lie had Friends at Rome who would 
prcrteft his Innocence, he made an Appeal 
to the Pope. The Council, notwithltand- 
ing his Appeal, condemn'4 his Book, but 
7 did 
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&d not meddle with his Perfon $ and gave 
an Account of the whole Proceeding to 
Pope Innocent II s praying him to confirm 
their Sentence. St. Bernard had been fo 
early in prcpofleffing the PontifF, that 
he got the Sentence confirmed befi:>re A* 
Mard heard any thing of it, or had any 
Time to prefent himfelf before the Tribu- 
ijal, to which he had appealed. His Holi- 
«efs ordered befides, that Abelard^s Books 
ihould be burnt, himfelf confined, and for 
ever prohibited fi^om Teaching. 

This Paflage of St. Bernard's Life is 
not much for the Honour of his Memory; 
And whether he took the Trouble himfelf 
to extraft the condemned Propofitions from 
Abelard* s Works, or intrufted it to another 
Hand, 'tis certain the Paper he gave in 
contained many things which Abelard ne-' 
ver wrote, and others which he did not 
mean in the Senfe imputed to him. 

W H E N a few particular Expreffions arc 
«rgedtoo rigidly, and unthought-of Con- 
fcquences drawn from fome Aflertions, and 
ho Regard is had to the general Intent 
and Scope of an Author, it is no difficult 
Matter to find Erron in any Book. For 
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this Rcafon Beranger of Poitiers^ jihelard^^ 
Scholar, defended his Maftcr againft St, 
BerfMrdj telling him, he ought not to Pcr- 
fecutc others, whofc own Writings were 
not exempt from Errors 5 demonftrating 
that he himfelf had advanced a PoiCtion, 
which he would not have faiPd to have 
inferted in his Extraft as a monftrous Do- 
firine, if he had found it in the Writings 
^ Abdard. 

Some time after Abelard^s Condemna- 
tion, the Pope was appeafed at the Solici- 
tation of the Abbot of Clugni^ who re- 
ceived this unfortunate Gentleman in his 
Monaftery with great Humanity, recon- 
cird him with St. Bernard^ and admitted 
him to be a Religious of his Society. 

This was Abelard^s laft Retirement, in 
which he found all manner of Kindnefs 5 
he read Le&ures to the Monks, and was 
equally^ humble and laborious. At lafl 
growing weak, and afflicted with a Com- 
plication of Difeafes, he was fcnt to the 
Priory of St. Marcel upon the Saone^ near 
Chalons^ a very agreeable Place, where he 
dy'd the aift of Jpril^ ^^^^^ ii^ the tfjd 
Year of his Age, His Corps was fent to 

the 
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the Chappel of the Paraclete^ to HeJoifcy 
to be interred, according to her former 
Requeft of him, and to his own Defire. 
The Abbot of Clugni^ when he fent the 
Body to Hdoifcy according to the Cullom 
of thofe Times, fent with it an Abfolution 
to be fix'd together with his Epitaph on 
his Grave-ftone, which Abfolution was as 
fpllows. 

. / Peter Abbot of Clugni, having received 
Father Abelard into the number of my Reli- 
gious^ and now given leave that his Body be 
privately conveyed to the jibby of the Para- * 
clete, to be difpofed of by Heloife, Abbefs of 
the fame Abbey -^ do by the Authority of God 
and ail the Saint Sj abfolve tl^e faid Abelard 
from all his Sins *• 

HE LOISEy who furvived him twenty 
Years, had all the leifure that cou'd be to 
efFed the Cure of her unhappy Paffion. 
Alas ! {he was very long about it ! She paft 

* E§o Petrus Cluniacenps Abb^s, qui Pft, Abdar^ 
dum in Monacum Cluniacenjtm recefi, a* corpus .ejus 
furttm delatum Heloijfa AbbatijJA ^ Montalibus Para^ 
cleti concejfi, Authorttate omnipotentis Dei V ommum^ 
SsnSiorfm^ abfolvo turn fro officio ab $mmbm petcMit 
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the reft of her Days like a Religious and 
.devout Abbefs, frequent in Prayer, and en- 
tirely CTtiployed in the Regulation of her 
Society. She loved Study, and being a 
Miftrefe of the learned Languages, the La^ 
iin^ Greeks and Hebrew^ fhe was eileemed 
a Miracle of Learning. Abelard^ in a 
jbcitcr he wrote to the Religious of his 
new Houfe, fays exprefly, that Heloife un- 
dcrftood thefe three Languages. The Ab- 
bot of Clugni likewife, in a Letter he wrote 
to her, tells her, fhe excelled in Learning 
not iMily all her Sex, but the greateft part 
of Men i". And in the Calender of the 
Houfe of the Paraclete^ flic is recorded in 
jthefe words : Heloife^ Mother and fir ft Ab^ 
befs of thU Place^ famous for her Learning 
fmi Religion. I muft not here pafs by a 
Cuftom the Religious of the Paraclete now 
have to comniemorate how learned their 
^rfl: Abbefs was in the Grtek^ which is, that 
evcjy Year on the Day of Pentecoft they 
jxjrferm divine Service in the Greek Tongue, 
Wh^t ^ ridiculous Vanity \ 



f Studio tU9V Mul'ierei omnes gvicifti, ^ ftnt viros 
jfniv.frfis Su^tr^Jl'h hhA Op. 

VKANCIS 
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FRANCIS D'Amboife tells us^ how 
fobtilly one Day fhe fatisfy'd St. Bernard^ 
upon his asking her, why in her Abbey 
when they recited the Lord's Prayer, they 
did not fay. Give us this Day our D a 1 1. y 
JBreadj but Give us this Day our Super- 
substantial Breads by an Argument 
drawn fh)m the Originals, affirming wc 
ought to follow the Greek Verfion of the 
Gofpel St. Matthew wrote in Hebrev)- 
Without doubt it was not a little furpri- 
fing to St. Bernard^ to hear a Woman 
pofe him in a Controverfy, by citing a 
Greek Text. 'Tis true, fome Authors (ay 
Ahelard made this Anfwer to St. Bernard^ 
after hearing from Heloife^ thatObjeftions 
were made to that Form of Prayer, How- 
ever the Cafe was, a Woman with a fmall 
Competency of Learning, might in thofc 
times pafs for a Miracle > and tho' flic 
might not equal thofe Defcriptions which 
have been given of her, yet fhe may de- 
fervedly be placed in the Rank of Women 
of the greateft Learning. Nor was fhe 
lefs remarkable for her Piety, Patience, and 
Refignation, during her Sicknefles in the 
latter part of her Life. She dy'd the 17th. 
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c£May^ 1 165. *Tis faid fhc dcfircd to be 
buried in the fame Toinb with her jibc'^ 
iardp tho' that probably was not executed. 
Francis D'^mhife Czys^ he faw at the Con- 
vent the Tombs of the Founder and Foun- 
4re(s near together. However, a Manu- 
iSpript of T'ours gives us an Account of an 
extraordinary Miracle which happened 
when jiklard's Grave was opened for He* 
loi/e's Body, namely, that Abelard ftretched 
out his Arms to receive her, and embraced 
her clofply j tho' there were twenty good 
years pafsM fince he dy*d. But that is a 
fmall matter to a Writer of Miracles. 

I fliall conclude this Hiftory with an E- 
pifaph on Abelard^ which the Abbot of 
Qh^ni fent Heloife^ and which is now to be 
read on his Tomb 5 it hath nothing in it 
delicate cither for Thought or Language, 
gnd will fcarcely bear a Tranflation. It is 
only added here for the fake of the Curi- 
ous, and as an Inftance pf the Refpeft 
paid to the Memory of fo great a Man, and 
one whom Envy had loaded with the 
greateft Pefl^mations. 

PETRU^ 
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PjE TTJ us in hac petra latitat^ quern mun-* 
dhs Homerum 

Clamahat^ fid jam Jidefa Jidus hahent. 
Sol it at hie Gallis^ fed eum jam fata tulerunt : 

Ergo caret Regio Gallica Sole fuo. 
IlJe fciens quid quidfuit ulli fcihile^ vicif 

Artifices^ artes ah f que docente docens. 
Undecim^e Maij Petrum rapuere Calend^^ 

Privantes Logices atria Rcge fuo. 
Eft fat is y intumulo Petrus hie j act t Ah^lardus^ 

Cui foU patuit feibile quid quid erat. 

GAllorum Socrates^ Plato maxirms He* 
fperiarum 
Nojier Arijioieles^ Logicis (quicumquh fuerunt .) 
jiut par aut mcUor 5 fiudiorum cognitus Orii 
PrincepSy ingenio varius^ fubtilis £5? acer^ 
Omnia vi fuperans rationis £5? arte loquendi^ 
Abalardus erat. Sednune m^gis omnia vinciti. 
Cum Cluniacenfem Monacumy moremqiie pro-* 

feffusy 
Ad Chrifii veram tranfivit Philofophianty 
In qua longteva bene complens ultima vit^^ 
Philofophis quandoquh bonis fe connumeran^^ 

dum 
Spem dedit^Mndenas Maw renovante Gakndas.- 

E J LET- 
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LETTER I. 

AbELARD to PHItrlNTUS^ 

/p may be, proper to acquaint the Reader that thefot"' 
lowing Letter vjas vjrittemhyAbchvdtoa Friend^ 
to comfort htm under fome AM'i6iiom which had- 
befallen him^ by a Recital of his own Sufferings^ 
which had been much heavier ^ It contains a par- 
ticular Account oj his Amour with Heloife, and 
the unhappy Conjequences of it. This Letter war 
written feveral Tears after AbclardV Separation' 
from Heloife. 

I H E laft time wc were togctheiv 
PbilintuSy you gave me a me- 
lancholy Account of your Mis- 
fortunes ^ I was fenfibly touch- 
ed with the Relation, and like 
a true Friend bore a Shar^ in your Griefs. 
E 4 Wk^.^- 
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What did I not % to ftop your Tears ? I 
laid before you all the Reafons Philofophy 
could fumifh^ which I thought might any 
ways foften the Strokes of Fortune : But 
all thefe Endeavours have proved ufelefs -' 
Grief I perceive has wholly feized your 
Spirits \ and your Prudence, far from af- 
11 fling, feems quite to have forfaken you^ 
But my skilful Friendlhip has found out an 
Expedient to relieve you. Attend to me a 
Moment, hear but the Story of my Mis- 
fortunes 3 and yours, Philintus^ will be 
nothing, if you compare them with thofc 
of the Loving and Unhappy Abclard'. Ob- 
ferve, I befeech you,, at what Expence I 
endeavour to-ferve you 5 and think this no 
fmall Mark of my AfFe£tion > for I am go- 
ing to prefent you with the Relation of 
fuch Particulars as it is impoffible for me to 
recollect without piercing my Heart with 
the moft fenfible Afflidion. 

You know the Place where I was borri, 
but not perhaps that I was born with, thofc 
complexional Faults whichStrangers charge 
upon our Nation, . an extreme Lightnefs 
of Temper, and gi'eat Inconftancy. I 
frankly own it, and fhall be as free to ac- 
quaint 
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'quaihtyoui^rith thofe good Qualities which' 
were obferv'd'in me. I had a natural Vi- 
vacity and Aptncfs for all the Polite Arts. 
My Father was a Gentleman, and a Man 
of good; Parts 5 he loved the Wars^ but 
diiFer'd in his Sentiments fi'om many who 
follow that Profeffion* He thought it no 
Praife to be illiterate 5 but in the Camp he 
.knew how to converfe at the fame time* 
with the Mufes and Bellona. He was the 
fame in the Management of his Family,, 
and took equal Gare to form his Ghildren 
to the Study of Polite Learning, as to their 
Military Exercifes; As I was his eldeft 
and confcquently his favourite Son, he took 
more, than ordinary Care of my Education. 
I had a natural Genius to Study,, and made 
an extraordjnaiy Progrefs in it. Smitten 
.with the Love of Books, and the Praifes 
which on all Sides were beftow'd upon 
me,. I afpir'd to no Reputation, but what 
proceeded from Learning. Tomy Bro- 
tliers I left the Glory of Battels, and the 
Pomp of Triumphs j nay more, . I yielded 
.them up my Birthright and Patrimony. I 
knew Neceility was the great Spur to 
Study,. and. was afraid I ihould not merit 
E f : the 
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the Title of Leamedyif I diftihguifliedimy*^ 
felf from others by nothing, but a. moTC: 
plentiful Fortcme; Of all the Sciences, £a- 
gick was the moft ta my Tafte;. Such were 
the Arms I chofc to profefs.. Fumilh*d 
with the Weapons of Reafoning,. I took 
Pleafure in going to publick Difputations,. 
to win. Trophies y and where-eva: T heard 
that this Art flouriih'd, 1 rang'd,^ like a^ 
jXDthcr jilexandeTy from Province to Pro- 
vince,, to feek new Adverfarie$,,with whom. 
I might try my Strength; 

T HE. Ambition I had to bectHne formi^ 
dable in Logick l«i me at laft to PariSy. 
the Center of Politenefs^ and where the 
Science I was fo fmitten with, badufually 
Been in the greateil: Perfe&iont. I put my 
felf under the Dire&ion cf one Champeaus 
a Profeflbr, who had acquired the Cha* 
jpaflrer of the moft. skilful Philofopher of 
bis Age, by negative Excellencies only, by 
being, the Icaft Ignorant. He received nuc 
with great Demonftration*. of Kindneft,. 
but I was not fo Happy as to pleafe him 
long : I was too- knowing in the Sub- 
jects he difcourfed upon ^ I often con- 
fated his Notions i, often: in our Difpu- 

Utions 
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tfttions I puih'd a good^ Argument fo* 
home, that all his Subtilty was not able 
to elude its Force. !& was imipoflible he 
ihould fee himfelf fui-pafled by his Scholar 
without Refentment. It is fometimes dan» 
gerous to have too much Merit. 

Envy increafed againft me proportib^- 
nably to my Reputation. My Enemies en- 
deavoured to interrupt my Progrefs, but 
their Malice only provok'd my Courage. 
And mfeafuringmy Abilities by the Jealoufie 
I had raifcd, I thought I had no farthw Oc- 
cafion for Champeaux*s Lefttiresy but rattier 
that Iwas fufficiently qualified to readtO' 
others* L ftood for a Place which was Va- 
cant at Melun. My Matter ufed all his 
Artifice to defeat my Hopes, but in vain ^ 
and on this Occafion, I triumphed' over 
his Cuxming, as before I had done over his 
Learning. My Le6tures were always 
crouded, and my Beginnings fo fortunate,, 
that I entirely obfcured the Renown of 
my famous Mafter. Flufhed with thefe 
happy Conquefts, I removed to Cor hiljy 
to attack the Mafters there, and fo cfta- 
blilh my Charaftcr of the ableft Logician- 
The Violence of Travelling, threw me in- 
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to a dangerous Diftemper, and not being: 
«ble ta recover my StrehgtTh, my Phyfi- 
cians, who perhaps were in a League with 
Champeauxy. advifed me to remove to my 
Native Air. Thus I voluntarily banifhed 
myfelf for fpmc Years. I leave you to 
imagine whether my Abfence was not re- 
gretted, by. the- better Sort. At length I 
oxcovcr'd my Health, when I received 
News that.my greateft Ad verfary had taken 
the Habit of a Monk 5 you may think it 
was aur Afl: of Penitence for having perfe- 
cuted mej. quite contrary,, 'twas Ambiti- 
on y, he refolvcd to raife himfelf to fome 
Church Dignity,, therefore fell into the 
beaten Track, and took on him the Garb 
of feign'd Aufterity \ for this is. the eafieli 
and fhorteft way. to thcLhighcft Ecclefiafti- 
cal Dignitie3. His Wifhes were fuccefsful, 
"and he obtained a Bifhoprick : Yet did .he 
not quit P^r/\.and the Care ofthe Schools ; 
He went to his Diocefe to gather in his 
Revenues, but. returned and pafs*d the reft 
of his time in reading LetStures to thofe 
few Pupils which followed him. After 
this I' often engaged with him,, and may 
repljr to you as Ajax did to the Greeks:^ 



Abclard to Philihtus. 8 jT 

If yow demand the Fortune iff that Day 
iVhenfiak'd on thisright Hand your Honours' 
If I did not oblige the Foe to yieldy Uay^, 
Yet did I ne!verbafily quit the Field. 

About this time my^^htr Beranger; wHo 
to the Age of Sixty had lived very agreca^ 
bly, retired from the World, and fliut him*- 
fclf up in a Cloiftcr, where he offer'd up 
to Heaven the languid Remains of a Life, 
he could make no further ufe of. My Mou- 
ther, who was yet young, took the fame 
Refolution. She turn'd a Religious, but 
did not entirely abandon the Satisfa£Hons of 
Life. Her Friends were continually atthe 
Grate. And the Monaftery,. when one 
vhas an Inclination to- make it fo, is exceed* 
ing Charming and Pleafant. I was prefent 
when my Mother was profefs'd. At my 
Return I refoly'd to ftudy Divinity, and 
inquir'd for a Dire£bor in that Study. I 
was recommended to one jinfelm^ the very 
Oracle of his Time 5 but to give you my 
own Opinion,, one more venerable for his 
Age and Wrinkles,, than for his Genius or 
Learning. If you confulted him upon any 
Difficulty, the fureConfequencc was to be 

much 
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ittucH more uncertiwn in the Point. Thejr 
who only faw him admir'd him, but thofe 
who resifon'd with him were extrcmcljr 
diflatisfied. He was a great Mafter of 
Words,, and taHc'd much, but meant no- 
diii^. His DifcouHe was a Fire^ which 
inftead o£ enlightning obfcared every thiDjgr 
with its SBXokc; a Tree beautified with 
Variety of Leaves and Branches, but b^- 
ren; I came to him with a^defire to Leam,^, 
6ur found faim like the Fig-treie in the Gofi* 
pcl,r or the oW.Oak tawbichZ^r^ com- 
pares Pampey. I continued not long un-~ 
demeath his Shadow. Itoofe for my Guides 
the Primitive Fathers, and boldly launch'4; 
into the Ocean of the Holy Scriptures. 
In a fhort time I made fuch a Progrefs^ 
that others chofe me for their Dire&or* 
The Number of my Scholars were incrc-- 
dible, and the Gratuiti^ I received from 
them were anfwerable to the great Reputa^ 
tion I had acquired. Now I found myfelf 
fefe in the Harbour, the Storms were pafs*d,. 
and the Rage of my Enemies had fpent it 
felf without Effc6t. Happy, had I known 
to makie a right ufe of this Cakn J But 
when the. Mind is. moft eafie 't« moft ex- 
posed 
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posM to Love,, and even Security here is^ 
the moil: dangerous State. 

And now^, my Friend, lam going to 
expofe to you all my Wcaknefles. All Men,. 
I believe, are under ar Neceflity of paying 
Tribute, at fomc Time or other, to Love, 
and it i^ vain to ftrive to avoid it. I.was a 
Fhilofopher, yet this Tyrant of the Mind 
uiumph'd over all my Wifdbmvhis Darts 
i^ere of greater Force than all my Risafon-- 
ings,. and with a fweet Conftraint fie led 
me whither he pfeas-d. Heaven,* amidft an 
abundance of Bkflmgs with which I was 
intoxicate^ threw in a heavy AfBiftion. T 
became a moft fignal Example of its Ven- 
geance > and the tnore- unhappy^, becaufe 
having deprived me of the Means of ac- 
complifhing my Satisfaftion, it left me to- 
the Fury, of my. Criminal Dcfires. I will 
tell you, my dear Friend,, the Particulars 
of my Story, and leave you to judge whe- 
ther I dcferved fofevere a Correftion. 

I had always an Averfion for thofe light 
Women, whom 'tis a Reproach to purfue^ 
r was ambitious in my Choice, and wifh'd 
to find fome ObiSacles, that I might fur* 

mount 
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mount them with the greater Glory and 
Pleafure. 

T H E R E:was in P^mayoung Creature 
(ah Philintus //formed in a Prodigality of 
Nature, to fhew Mankind a finifh'd Com- 
pofition J dear Heltnfe t the reputed Neicc 
of one Fulberty a Ganon. Her W it and her 
Beauty would have fir'd the duUeft and 
moft infenfiblc Heart y and her Education 
was equally admirable. Hehifeyff^ a Mi* 
ilrefs of the moft Polite Arts; You may 
cafily imagine, that this did not a little 
help to- captivate me : I faw her, I lov'd 
her, r refolv'd to endeavourto engage her 
Affeaions. The Thirft of Glory cool'd 
immediately in my Heart, and all my Paf- 
fions were loft in this new one. I thought 
of nothingbut /fe/<w/^ y everything brought 
her Image to my Mind. I was penfive, 
i-eftlefs, and my Paflion was- fo violent as 
to admit of no Reftraint. I was always 
vain and prefumptive ^ I flatter'd myfelf al- 
ready withthe moft bewitching Hopes. My 
Reputation. had fpread itfelf every where;, 
and could a virtuoas Lady refift a Man that 
had confounded all the Learned of the Age ^ 
Iwas young cou'd flie fhew an In- 

8; fenfibility/ 
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fenfibility to thofe Vows which* my Heart 
never formed for any but herfclf ? My 
Perfon was advantageous enough, and by 
my Drefs no one would have fu(pe£ted 
me for a Doftor 5 and Drefs, you know, 
is not a little engaging with Women. Be- 
fides, I had Wit enough to write a Billet'^ 
douxj and hoped, if ever fhe permitted my 
abfent felf to entertain her, Ihe would read 
with Plcafure thofe Breathings of my 
Heart. 

F I L l' D with thefe Notions, I thought 
of nothing but the Means to fpeak to her. 
Lovers either find or make all things eafie* 
By the Offices of common Friends, I gainM 
the Acquaintance of Fulbert. And can 
you believe it, Phitintus^ he ^llow*d me 
the Privilege of his Table, and an Apart- 
ment in his Houfc : I paid him indeed a 
confiderable Sum, for Perfons- of his Cha- 
rafter do nothing without Money. But 
what would I not have given ? You, my 
dear Friend, know what Love is ^ imagine 
then what a Pleafure it muft have been to 
' a Heart fo inflamed as mine, to be alwap 
fo near the dear Object of Defire ! I 
would not have exchanged my happy Con- 
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dition for that of the greatcft Mon^rdi 
upon Earth. I faw Heloifcj I fpoke to 
her,— —each Afkion, each confufed 
Look, told her the Trouble of my SouL 
And flie, on the other fide, gave me ground 
to hope for every thing from her Genen 
rofity. Fulbert defir'd me to mftruft her' 
in Philofophy ; by this means I found Op* 
portunitics of being in private with her, 
and yet I was fure of all Men the moll 
timorous in declaring my Palfion. 

As I was with her one Day alone^ 
Charming Heloife^ faid I blufliing, if you 
know yourfclf, you will not be furprized 
with that Paffion you Bave infpired me* 
with. Uncommon as it is, I can expreft 

it but with the common Terms 1 love 

you^ adorable Heloife I 'Till now I thought 
Philofophy made us Matters of all our Paf- 
fions, and that it was a Rcfiige from the 
Storms in which weak Mortals arc tofk'd 
and flup-wrcck'd : But you have deftroy'd 
my Security^ and broken this Philofophic 
Courage. I have defpis'd Riches 5 Ho- 
nour and its Pageantries could mever raifc 
a weak Thoi^ht in me : Beauty alone has 
fir'd my Soul } happy if flic who raifcd 

this 
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this Paffion, kindly receives the De- 
claration 5 but if it is an Offence — — No, 
TC^pUed Heloije i fhe muft be very ignorant 
of your Merit, who can be offended at 
your Paffion^ But for my ownRepofe, I wifh 
cither that you had not made this Decla- 
ration^ or that I were at liberty not to fuf- 
pe6t your Sincerity. Ah Divine Heloifcy 
laid I, flinging myfelf at her Feet, I fwear 

by yourfelf • 1 was going on to con*- 

vincc her of the Truth of my PaffioBy but 
heard a Noife, and it was Fulhert : There 
was no avoiding it, but I muft do a vio- 
lence to my Defire, and change the Dif* 
courfc to feme other Subjeft. After thiir, 
I found frequent Opportunities to free Z^- 
loife from thofe Sufpicions, which the ge- 
neral Infincerity of Men had raifed in her ^ 
and fhe too much defired what I faid were 
Truth, not to believe it. Thus there was- 
a moft happy Underftanding between us. 
The fame Houfe, the fame Love, united 
our Perfon* and our Dcfires. How many 
foft Moments did we pafs together ? We 
jtook all Opportunities to exprefs to each 
other our mutual Aflc&ions,^ and were in- 
genious in contriving Incidents which 
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mightgive us^plaufible Occafion of meet- 
ing. Pyramis and "fhishe's Difcovcry of 
the Crack in the Wall, was but a flight 
Reprefentation of our Love and its Saga- 
city. In the dead of Night, when FuJ^ 
hert and his Domefticks were in a found 
Sleep, we improved the Time, proper to 
the fweet Thefts of Love : Not content- 
ing ourfelves,like thofe unfortunateLovers, 
with giving infipid Kifles to a Wall, wc 
made ufe of all the Moments of our charm- 
ing Interviews. In the Place where we 
met we had no Lions to fear, and the 
Study of Philofophy ferv'd us for a Blind. 
But I was fo far from making any Ad- 
vances in the Sciences, that I loft all my 
Tafte of them 5 and when I was. obliged 
to go from the Sight of my dear Miftrefs 
to my Philofophical Exercifes,. 'twas with 
the utmoft. Regret and Melancholy.. Love 
is incapable of being concealed >. a Word,^ 
a Look, nay Silence fpeaks it. My Scho- 
lars, difcover'd it firftj. they faw I had no 
longer that Vivacity of Thought to which 
all things were eaficl could now do nothing 
but write Verfes to footh my Paflion : I 
quitted. Arifiotle and his dry Maxims, to 

pradifc 
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praftife the Precepts of the more ingeni- 
ous Ovid. No Day pafs'd in which I did 
not compofe Amorous Verfes. Love was 
my infpiring Apollo. My Songs were fpread 
abroad, and gained me frequent Applaufcs. 
Thofe who were in Love as I was, took 
a Pride in learning them > and by luckily 
applying my Thoughts and Verfes, have 
obtained Favours, which perhaps they 
cou'd not otherwife have gained : This 
gave our Amours fuch an Rclat^ that the 
Loves oi Helot fe and Al^efar^ were the Sub- 
jc6t of all Converfations. 

The Town-talk at laft reached Ful- 
kerfs Ears j it was with great difficulty he 
gave Credit to what he heard, for he loved 
bis Neice, and was prejudiced in my Fa- 
vour J but upon clofer Examination, he 
began to be lefs incredulous. He furprifed 
us in one of our more foft Converfations, 
How fatal fometimes are the Confequences 
of Curiofity ! The Anger o^Fulbert feem- 
cd too moderate on this Occafion, and I 
fear'd in the £nd fome more heavy Re- 
venge. It is impoflible to exprefs the 
(Jrief and Regret which filPd my Soul, 
when I was obliged to leave the Canon's 
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him to follow me 5 for I. have not, like 
your great Ladies, any Rings or Jewels to 
tempt him : Yet during all his Siege of 
Love, his Feather and his embroidered 
Coat have not made any Breach in my 
Heart : I ihall not quickly be brought to 
capitulate, I am too faithful to my firfl: 
Conqueror — r^aiid then flie look'd car- 
neftly on me. I anfwer'd, I did not un- 
derftand her Difcourfe. She replied. For 
a Man of Senfe and Gallantry, you have a 
very flow Apprehenfion 5 I am in Love 
with yqu^ jihelard 'y I know you adore /f^- 
loife^ I do not blame you 5 I dcfire only 
to enjoy the fecond Place in your AflFe£ti- 
ons ; I have a tender Heart, as well as my 
Miftrefsj you may without diffifculty make 
Returns to my Paffionj do not perplex 
yourfclf with unfafhionable Scruples : A 
Prudent Man ought to love feveral at the 
feme time 5 if one ihould fail, he is not 
then left unprovided. 

You cannot imagine, Philintus^ how 
much I was furpriz'd at thefe Words 5 fo 
entirely did I love Heloife^ that without re- 
flefting whether Agaton fpoke any thing 
reasonable or not, I immediately left her. 

When 
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When I had gone a little way from her, I 
look'd back, and faw her biting her Nails 
iii the Rage of Difappointment,' which 
made me fear fome fatal Confequences. She 
haften'd to Fulbert^ and told him the Offer 
I had made her, but I fuppofe concealed 
the other Part of the Story. The Canon 
never forgave this Affront 5 I afterwards * 
perceived he was more deeply concerned 
forhisNeice, than I at firft imagined. Let 
no Lover hereafter follow my Example ; 
A Woman rejc&ed is an outrageous Crea- 
ture. Jgaton was Day and Night at her 
Window, on purpofe to keep me at a di- 
ftance from her Miftrefs, and fo gave her 
own Gallants Opportunity enough to dif- 
play their feveral Abilities. 

1 was infinitely perplexed what courlc 
to take, at laft I apply'd myfelf to my 
Heloife's Singing-mafter. The ihining Me- 
tal, which had no Effe£t on Agatotty 
charmed him 5 he was excellently qualified 
for conveying a Billet, with the greateft 
Dexterity and Secrecy. He delivered one 
of mine to Heloife^ who, according to my 
Appointment, was ready at the end of a 
Garden, the Wall of which I fcaled by a 
F Ladder 
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Ladder of Ropes, I copLfc;i^.to ypp^llmy.. 
Failings, Philintus. H9W .wpuld.my Ei- 
nQinies, Cbam^eauxwd Jlnfilp^ haye tri- 
umphed, h^thieyfe^n.thc^y^^oubfcdPhi- , 
lofpphcr in fuch a v^fjCtched^.CJpnditioq ? 

W,cll' Itr^^t n^y. Spurs Jipy^^ my /^^:* 

hife J I fliall not defcriljc. our^Ti'anfports> 
they were not Jong j for. tlje firft. News 
Heloife acquainted ,me with, plunged mp 
in a thoufand Diftraftions. A floating -O^- 
jos was to be fought for, where fh^ might 
be fafely delivered of a Burthen Ihe began 
already tQ feel. Without, lofing much 
time in debating, I made her prcfently quit 
the Canon's Houfe, and at break ;of Day 
depart for Brit any 5 where fhc, like another 
Goddefs, gave the World another JpoUo^ 
which my Sifter took care of. 

This carrying oS Heloife was fufficient, . 
Revenge upon FuJbert. It fill'd him with 
the decpeft Concern, and had like to have 
deprived him of all the little Share of Wit 
which Heaven had allowed hiip. His Sor- 
row and Lamentation gave the Cenforious 
an Occafion of fufpefting him for fome- . 
thing more than the Uncle of Heloife. 



In 
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I N^ ihbrf , I begiai' to pity his Misfor- 
tune,^ aJid w think this Rbbbery which 
Love ' had made mb comtnit was a fort of 
TVeafon. I endeavoured to appeafe his 
Atiger by a 'finccrc ConfefliOn of all that 
was* pafty and ' by hearty Engagements to 
nfarry Heloife fecretly. He gave me his 
Gonfent, and with many Proteftations and 
Embraces confirmed our Reconciliation. 
But what Dependance can be made on the 
Word of an ignorant De'OotSe. He was 
only plotting a cruel Revenge, as you will 
fee by what follows. 

I took a Journey into Britany^ in order 
to bring back my dear Heloife^ whom 
I now confider'd as my Wife. When I 
had acquainted her with what had pafs'd 
between the Canon and me, I fouiKi fhe 
wns of a contrary Opinion to me. She ^ 
urged all that was poffible to divert me 
from Marriage : That it was a Bond al- 
ways fatal to a Philofopher j that the Cries 
of Children and Cares of a Family were 
utterly inconfiftent with the Tranquility 
and Application which the Study of Phi- 
lofophy required. She quoted me to all 
that was written on the Subjeft by th^o* 
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fJjraftus^ Cicero^ zTkd above all infifted on 
the Unfortunate Socrates^ who quitted Life 
with Joy, becaufe by that Means he left 
Xantippe. Will it not be more agreeable 
to me, faid flie, to fee myfelf your Mi- 
ftrefs than your Wife? And will not Love 
have more Power than Marriage to keep 
our Hearts firmly united ? Pleafures tailed 
fparingly and with Difficulty have always 
a higher Relifli, while every thing by be- 
ing eafie and common grows flat :and in- 
iipid. 

I was unmoved by all this Reafoning, 
Heloife prevailed upon my Sifter to engage 
me. Lucilla (for that was her Name) 
taking me afide one Day faid, What do 
you intend, Brother ? Is it poflible that 
Abelard {hovXdi in earaeft tliink ortnarijrng 
Heloife ? She feems indeed to deferve a per- . 
petual AfFedion 5 Beauty, Youth and 
Learning, all that can make a Perfon va- 
luable, mee't in her. You may adore all 
this if you plcafe > but not to flatter you. 
What is Beauty but a Flower, which may 
be blafted by the leafl: Fit of Sicknefs ? 
When thoie Features with which you have 
fbeen fo captivated ihall be iUnk, andthofe 

Graces 
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Graices loft, you will too late rq)ent tfiat 

■ you have entangled yourfelf in a Chainy 
from which Death only can free you. I 

' fhall fee you reduced to the married Man's 
only Hope of Survivorfhip. Do you think 
Learning ought to make Heloife more a- 
miablc? I know ihe is not one of thofe 

* afFefted Females, who are continually op- 
preffing you with fine Speeches, criticifi^ng 
Books, and deciding upon the Merit of 
Authors. When fuch an one is in the 
Fury of her Difcourfe, Husband, Friends,. 

" Servants, all fly before her, Heloife has 

' not this Fault 5 yet 'tis Troublefome not 

- to be at Liberty to ufe the leaft improper 

Expreflion^ before a Wife, which you bear 

• -with Pleafure from a Miftrefs. 

But you fay you are fure of the Affc- 
aions of Heloife 5 I believe it 5 fhc has 
given you no ordinary Proofs. But can 
you be fure Marriage will not be the Tomb 
of her Love ? The Name of Husband and 
Mafter are always harfti, and Heloife will 
not be the Phoenix you now think her. 
Will ftie not be a Woman ? Come, come, 
the Head of a Philofopher is lefs fecure 
than thofe of other Men.. My Sifter grew 
F 3^ ^^x\cl 
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warm in the Argument, and was? going on 
to give me a hundred niore Rcafons of this 
kind J but J. angrily interrupted her, tell- 
ing her only, that Ihe did.not Jomw He-- 
loife. 

A few;Days after we departed together 
from Britany^i and came to Parisj where 
I coipplcated my Proje£t. *Twas my In- 
tent my Marriage ihould be keep fecret, 
and therefore Heloife retired among the 
Nuns oi Ar^enf^il. 

J now ;bQi^bt Fulberf^ lAgger .diiarcfi- 
;Cd5 1 lived inPe^ice^ ;b|it a)AS ! our Mao** 
riage ^prov^d but a <wc;ak JDfefeace againii: 
Jbis JElev^e^e. phferv^, Philintus^Xo wiuit 
a Barbarity rhe jurfy'd it ! He bribed ray 
Servants 5 ^n .Aiftffip i<^nie into my fie^- 
.c^ii^nber % Night -with a R^zor in his 
jblat}d, and found ^me in a deep Sleep. I 
fu^c^'^ th^xz^)ft iha9>efUl J^uniihment that 
^he Rcwnge of an Enemy could invent % 
^ (^rt;, wjthqut joifing my Life, I loft 
3piy Manhood. \ tW^as >puni{hed indeed in 
the offending Part 5 the Defire was left 
me, but not the Poflibility of fatisfying 
rh^ Pa^on. So cruel an Adion efcapod 
pot unpunifhcd j the Villain Jgflfer'd th^ 

fame 
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faine Inflidion 5 poor Comfort for fo irre- 
trievable an Evil ! I copfefs to you, Shame 
more than any fincere Penitence made me 
refolve to Hide myfelf from tlbe Sight of 
Men, yet couid^I not (eparate myfel^from 
my Heloife. 'jealoufie took PofTeffionof my 
Mind 5 ^d^at the very Expence of her 
Hajppinefs I decreed to difappoint all Rj-^ 
vals : Before I put myfelf ma Cloifter, I 
obligM her to take the Habit, and retire 
;,intothelSfunnery o£ j^rgenieml. I remem- 
ber feme body would have oppoled h^r 
makifig fuch a cruel Sacrifice of lierfdf, 
bucihe anfwored in dtie Words of Cornelia 
after the Death of Pompey the Great. 

. — O Conjux^ ego ie/ceUfaia^fereiid. 
- — fefata extremaj>etef$fe 

O my lov'-d Ijfrdf ourfatH Marriage dra^s 
On thee this Doom, and I the gniUy Paufi / 
T'hen ijffhile tbou go* ft the Extremes of Fate to 

prove^ 
mp^are that Fate^ and expiate tbeis my Love. 

F 4 StjieaL- 
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Speaking thefe Verfes, fhc inarched up to 
' the Altar, and took the VeU with a 
Conftancy which I could not have expefted 
in a Wdinart who had fo high a Tafte of 
Pleafures which flie might ftill enjoy. I 
bluihed at my own Weaknefs, and without 
deliberating a Moment longer, I buried 
myfelf in a Cloifter, refolyed to vanquifh 
a fruitlers Paffion. I now i-eflefted that 
God had chaftifed me thusgrievoufly, that 
he might fave me from that Dcftruftion m 
which I had like to have been fwallowed 
up. In order to avoid Idlenefe, the un- 
happy Incendiary of thofe criminal Flames 
which had ruined me in the World, I en- 
deavoured in my Retirement to put thofe 
Talents to a good Ufe which I had before 
fomuch abufed. I gave the Novices Rules 
of Divinity agreeable to the Holy Fathers 
and Cobncils: In the mean while the E- 
nemies which my new Fame had raifed up, 
and efpeciafly Jll^eric and Lotulfj who, af- 
ter thf Death of their Mailers Champeaux 
and Anfelm^ aflumed the Sovereignty of 
Learning, began to attack me. They load- 
ed me with the falfeft -Imputations, and 
notwithftan4ing all my Defence, I had the 

Mor- 
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Mortification to fee my Books condemn'd 
by a Council, and burnt. This was a cut- 
ting Sorrow 5 and believe me, Philintus^ 
the former Calamity I fufFer'd by the Cru- 
elty of FuHertj was nothing in Comparifon 
to this. 

. The Affront I had newly received, and 
the fcandalous Debaucheries of the Monks, 
obliged me to baniih myfelf, and retire 
near to Nogent. I liv'd in a Defart, wh6rc I 
flatter'd myfelf I fhould avoid Fame, and 
be fecure from the Malice of my Enemies. 
I was again deceived. The Defire of be- 
ing taught- by me, drew Crouds of Audi- 
tors even thither. Many left the Towns 
and their Houfes, and came and lived in 
Tents } for Herbs, coarfe Fare, and hard 
Lodging, they abandoned the Delicacies 
of a plentiful Table, and cafie Lifi:. I 
looked like the Prophet in the Wilderncfs, 
attended by his Difciples. My Le£hires 
were perfedly clear from all tliit had been 
condemn^. And happy had it been if our 
Solitude had been inacceflible to Envy! 
With the confiderable Gratuities I receiv- 
^, I built a Chappel, and dedicated it to 
the Holy Ghofl, by the Name of the Pa- 

F f TOCUU. 



io6 Abelard to Philintug. 

raekte. The SUge of my £nemies now a- 
waken'd again, and forced me to quit this 
Retreat. This I did without much I>£ffi- 
Gulty. But firft the BcHiop x>f troies gaw^e 
me lc«re to eftablifli there a Nimnery^ 
which I did, and committed the Caiie of it 
to my dear Hebnfe. Wdien I had fettled 
her here, can yon betieve it, PlMkitus^ I 
left her, without taking any (Leave* I <Hd 
not w^er long without any fett)ed Habi- 
taticm ; (or the Duke oiBntany^ informiod 
ef vaf Misjfortunes, named ine to the Abby 
9f St. Guildas^ where I now am, and where 
I fufier ev^ery Day ivdh Periecutions. 

i live in a badMurous Country, the Lan* 
»guage of which I don't miderftand % I have 
no Canvprfation biM: wadb the rudeft Peo» 
f3e. J4y Walks sere on the inacccMibte 
ShoEC of a Sea, winch ii peipetually 
Smmy. My Monk^ ine ooly known by 
diiekJ>iiIbluteQefs,andiivingivi nsf 

Rule or ift-der. Gould you fee the AUy, 
PhilimuSy you would not call it one. The 
Doojns and Walls are without any Onaa^ 
ment, except the Heads of wild Boars aad 
Hinds F^t, which are nul'd tip ag^inft 
ithcm,«ndtfae Hides of firiji^M^Aia^^ 

The 
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The Cellft »e 4Ming witli the Skins af Deeh 
Thfe M<>iik« ht¥« Mt fo iiAiGh &s a Itell to 
^i^te tbdn^ trhe €6dk6 bild Dogs Aif t>ly 
Olali &«ftft. In ^it^ they |>)b^ thfcir 
t(rh6leD^yBiAffiuAtii!g) wofaiatoHeiiyli 
thiit weit thtir ^»itei^ Fault ! br that 
thoir FledKUits If6i%mftle4 tl^^eiie ! t «lidta- 
YdUr lA taiA t^ re^id 1^i«fti to tHeit &tity i 
tii^ ail icdmbind againft i^i, alid I only 
«xpofe myfdf to contihual VexatioDft and 
Danger). I imagiii6 I fee ev^ry MomcM 
atekedSwot-dhaligoyeriliyHead. Some- 
times tkey finrrbund me, and k>ad iSii with 
infinite. Abu&S) f^tnetimes they ^imdoh 
md, and I am left aloM to my own tor- 
mentiiq; Thoughts. I m^e it my Endta- 
vour to m^tby My Suftermgs, and to ap- 
peal an aAgry God. . Sometimes I grieve 
for the Ijolk of the Houfe of the Pari- 
cletcj and wiih to fee it again. Ah PbiHk- 
tuSy does not the Love oiHeloife ftill burn 
in my Heart? I have not yet triumphed o- 
vcr that imhappy Paffion. In the midft of 
my Retirement I figh, I weep, I pine, I 
fpeak the dear Name Heloifey and am pleas'd 
to hear the Sound. I complain of the 
Sevetkjr frf Heaven. But oh ! let us not 
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deceive ourfelves: I have not made a right 
Uic of Grace. I am thoroughly wretched. 
I have not :yet torn from my Heart the 
deep Roots which Vice has planted in it-. 
For if my Convcrfion were fincere, how 
could I take a Pleafure to relate my paft 
Follies/ Could I not more eaiily eomfbrt 
myfelf in my Affli&ions, could I not turn 
to my Advantage thofe Words of God 
himfelf, if they have perfecuted me they will 
alfo per fe cute you j // the TForli bateyou^ ye 
know that if hated me alfo ? Come Philin-- 
fusj let us make a ilrdng Effort^ turn our 
Misfortunes to our Advantage, make them 
meritorious, or at leaft wipe out. our Of- 
fences J let iis receive without Murmuring 
what comes from the Hand of God, and 
let us not oppofe our Will to his. Adieu. 
I give you Advice which could I myfelf 
follow,. I Ihould ha happy. 




LETTER 



LETTER II. 

Heloise^^ Abelard. 



7%e ferezoing Letter would frobably not have pr9^ 
duceaaffy others^ if it had been delivered to the 
Perfon to whom it was direibed \ but falling by 
Accident into Heloile's Hands^ who knew toe 
CharaSer^ Jife opened, it ami read it ; and by that 
means y her former PaJJion being awaken'' d^ Jbe 
immediately fet herfelfto write to her Husband^ 
as follows. 

* 7S her Lord^ her Father^ her Husdand^ her 
Brother 5 his Servant^ his Childy his Wife^ 
his Sifter, and to exprefs all that is Hum" 
hie J RefpeElfulj and Loving^ to her Abe-" 
lard, Hcloife wr/V^i this. 

I Confolatory Letter of yours to a 
Friend, happctfd fome Days 
fince to fall into my Hands % 
my Knowledge of the Ghara-p 
£ter, and my Love of the Hand, 
foon gave mc the Curiofity to open it ; In 
Juftificationof the Liberty I tookj I flat- 

* J>om$no fuo, imo Patriy Conjugi fuc^ imo fratrii 
'AncUU fua, imo filia ^ iffius Ux0r, imo Sorfr yAbelarde 
flthiffs, fcc. Abel Oper. 
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tcr'd myfelf t might claim a Sovereigh 
Privilege over every Thing which came 
from you : Nor was I fcriipulous to break 
through the Rules of good Breeding, Vhen 
it was to hear News oi Jbelard : But how 
dear did my Curiofity coft me ? What Di- 
ftttrbante aid it occafioil ? And hoW was 1 
farpriz'd to find the whole Letter fiU'd 
trith a pal^ubt and mclanchdy Acc6tint 
of our Misfortunes ? 1 met with my Name 
n hundred Times 5 I never faw it with6ut 
Fear 5 fome heavy Calamity always follow- 
ed it : I faw yours too^ equally unhappy^ 
Thcfe ffloumfulj but deaf Rfetnembtatttes, 
put my Spirits intoftieh a vi^&leftt Motion, 
that I thought it was too mtith^ to offer 
Comfort to a Frietid for a few flight t)if- 
graee^, by foch cxtmohSinafy Means as the 
Re^efittft^ation of our Suffemgs and Re- 
volutkm^L Wfcat Refleftiotts did I not 
make ? I began to <?onfider the whole a- 
freih, and pcrdei^'ed myfelf ^refled with 
tke faine Weight iof Grief m wh6tt we firft 
began to be miferable. Tho^ t/wigth of 
Time ought to have clofed up my Wournte^ 
yet the feeing them defcribed by your 
Hand was fufficient to mifckc them all open 
c and 
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and bleed afrefli. Nothing can *i^r Mot 
from my Memory what you have Ailfer 'd 
in Defence of your Writings. I cannot 
hel|> thinking of the rancorous Maike pf 
Alhtric and Lotulf. A cruel Uncle, ai%d Mt 
injured Lover, will be always prefttft to 
my aking Sight, i fhall never forget wliat 
Enemies your Learning, and what Envy " 
youriSlory raisM againft you. I fliaU nc- 
Ter forget your Reputation, fo juftly ac-^ 
quired, torn to pieces, and blafted by the 
inexorable Cruelty of half-learned Prdtoi- 
ders to Science. Was not your Treatife of 
Divinity condemned to be burnt ? Were 
you not thrcatned with perpetual Imprr- 
fonment ? In vain you urged in your DcK 
fence, that your Enemies impofed on you 
Opinions quite <li(ferem: from your Mean* 
ing : In vain you condemned thofe Opi^ 
nions % ^11 was of no E^ft towards your 
JuftificatioB i 'twas rcfolv'd you Should be 
a Heretick . What did not thofe two falfe 
Prophets * accufe you of^ who declaim'd 
fo fcvercly againft you before the Council 



« ^U Btmarsd nd Si. N^rkert. 
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of Sens^ What Scandals were vented on 
occaJion of the Name Paraclete given to 
your Chappel ? What a Storm was raifed 
againft you by the treacherous Monks, 
when you did them the Honour to be 
caird their Brother? This Hiftory of our 
numerous Misfortunes, related in fo true 
and moving a Manner, made my Heart 
bleed within me: My Tears, which I 
could not reftrain, have blotted half your 
Letter j I wifh they had ef&ccd the whole, 
and that I had returned it to you in that 
Condition ; I fhould then have been fatif- 
fied with the little Time I kept it 3 but it 
was demanded of me too foon. 

I muft confefe I was much eafier in my 
Mind before I read your Letter. Sure all 
the Misfortunes of Lovers are conveyed to 
them thro* their Eyes. Upon reading your 
Letter, I felt all mine renewed. I re- 
proached myfelf for having been fo long 
without venting my Sorrows, when the 
Rage of our unrelenting Enemies ftill bums 
with the fame Fiu-y, Since Length of 
Time, which difarms the ftrongeft Hatred, 
(eems but to aggravate theirs; fince it is 
decreed that your Virtue ihall be pcrfecut- 

ed 
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cd 'till it takes Refage in the Grave, and 
even beyond that, your Aihes perhaps will 
Hot be fufFer'd to reft in Peaces Let me 
always meditate on your Calamities, let 
me publifti them thro' all the World, if 
poiHble, to ihame an Age that has not 
known how to value you. I will fpare no 
one, fince no one would intereft' himfelf 
to proted: you, and your Enemies are nc^ 
ver weary of oppreffing your Innocence. 
Alas! my Memory is perpetually filled 
with bitter Remembrances of pafe'd Evils, 
and are there *more^ to be fear'd ftill? Shall 
my Abelcari be never mention-d without 
Tears ? . Ska(U ...the . dear Name be never 
fpoken hut yith Sighs ? Obfcrve, I befeech 
you, ta what a wretched Condition you 
have reduced me ; Sad, afflicted, without 
any poflSlble Comfort, unlefs it proceed 
from you. Be not then unkind, nor deny 
me, J beg you, that little Relief which 
you only can give. Let me have. a faithful 
Account of all that concerns you.- 1 would 
know every thing, be it ever fo unjfortu- 
nate. Perhaps, by mingling my Sighs 
with yours, I may make your Sufferings 

Icfsi, 
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' Icfs i if that OMervation be true, that-all 

^orrdws divided are inade lighter, 

T« LrL -me riot, by way<if Exciife, you 
'\riU fj^aife our Tears j the Tears of Wo- 
men Aut ftp in a melancholy -Place, ^rid 
devotee! to Penitence, are not to ^efpar'd. 
^-Andifyou wait f6r an Oppottiihity'tio 
write pkafant' and agreeable Things to us, 
70U will delay Writirig too -teiig: Vrbfpe- 
lity felddhi chufes the Sftte of the Virtif- 
OIIS.5 and Foitune is fo Mind, Chat in a 
Croud, in which there is perhajis but'Orfe 
Wife and Brave Mihj 4t is itot t6 *e fif- 
:)pcfted ihe fhould ^fingte him out. Wti te 
to me then immediately) anA Hrieiit not fer 
Miraofess ^theyiAife'WbTcfltt'tis^ miiA'9^t66 
mochoicduftoki^d <toiMi9fortUfli^' to t:&pcft 
uny happy Turn. Ifflall always 'Have thisv 
if you pteafe, and t/bis will be always 'a* 
gretebie t6 ^mc^ ttot 'when 5 receive «i^ 
Letters from yioiui, I ihall 'know f6a fttH 
remeniber me* Seme^ ^ith whofe Wd* 
tii^ you made me «eqiiaiftt!M^ «s'much%i 
Stoick as he was, ftfenicd to be fo very 
fenfible cf this bifid of Pleafure^ tWit upon 
openrtig <ny&ii;tttM^omdfrCMri/Nr%4i€ iitaa^ 

gined 
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gined he felt the fame Delight as when 
they conveiicd together. 

I have made it an Obfcrvation fince our 
Abfence, that we are much fonder of the 
Pidures of thofe we Jove, when they arc 
at a great Diftance, than when they are 
near to us. It fecms to me as if the farther 
,they are removed, their Piftures grow 
the more finifh'd, and acquire <a greater 
Refemblance 5 at kail our Imagination^ 
which perpetually £gures them to us Ijy 
the Defire we have of feeing them fgam, 
.makes us think To. By a .peculiar Power^ 
Xiove can make that Teem JLife it felf^ 
which^a fbon ^ the lav*4 Objaft returns^ 
iis nothiipg^but a little •CaarvasMKl daadO- 
iours. I havie your £i£hire in my Rootn^ 
I never pais by it without ilopping to look 
at it 5 and yet when you were prefent wkb 
mcy (I fcarce ever caltmy Eyes iipoa it: 
If g Pid^ine, which k bnt a mute Ropre- 
imtstooniof an Objoft) .can igivefuch Plea* 
fwe^ ^bAt caxmot Letters dnfpire ? Ths^y 
Ikave SouU, they can %eaik, ^hey have in 
them alh thaf Fckc which cxprefies the 
Tr^sifyQYts of liie Heart i they liave ^l 
the Fire <of oiir PtSoosj the^ can ^niTe 
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them as much as if the Perfons themfelves 
were prefent 5 they have all the Softnefs 
and Delicacy of Speech, and fometimcs a 
Boldnefs of Exprefllon even beyond it. 

W E may write to each other 5 fo inno- 
cent a Pleafure is not forbidden us. Let 
us not lofe, thro' Negligence, . the only 
' Happinefs which is left us, and the only 
' one perhaps which the Malice of our E- 

* nemies can never raviih from us. I fliall 
read that you are my Husband, and you 
ihall fee me addrefs you as a Wife. In 
fpitc of all your Misfortunes, you may be 

^ what you pleafc in your 'Letter. Letters 
were firft invented for comforting fuch 

• folitary Wretches as myfelf. Having loft 
the fubftantial Pleafures of feeing and pof- 
feffing you, I ihall in fome meafure com- 
penfate this Lofs, by the Satisfadion I 

. ihall find in your Writing. There I ihall 
read yo\ir moft fecret Thoughts 5 I ihall 
carry them -always about me, I ihall: kifs 
them every Moment \ if you can be capa- 
ble of any Jealoufy, let it be for the fond 
Careflfes I ihall beilow on your Letters, 
and envy only the Happinefs of thofe Ri- 
vals* That Writing may be no Trouble 

to 
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to you, write always to me carelefly^ and 
without Study : I had rather read the Di- 
lates of the Heart than of the Brain, I , 
cannot live, if you do not tell me you al- 
ways love me 5 but that Language ought 
to be fo natural to you, that I believe you 
cannot fpeak otherwife to me, without : 
great Violence to yourfelf. And fince, 
by that melancholy Relation to yourFriend, 
you have awaken'd all my Sorrows, 'tis 
but reafonable you fhould allay them by 
fome Marks of an inviolable Love. 

I do not however reproach you for the 
innocent Artifice you made ufe of to com- 
fort a Perfon in Affliftion, by comparing 
his Misfortune to another much greater. 
Charity is ingenious in finding out fuch - 
pious Artifices, and to be commended for 
ufing them. But do you owe nothing 
more to us than to that Friend, be the 
Friendihip between you ever fo intimate ? 
We are call'd your Sifters j we call our 
felyes your Children > and if it were pof- 
fible to think of any Expreffions which 
could fignifie a dearer Relation, or a more 
aflFedionate Regard and mutual Obligation 
between us, we would ufe them ; If we 



\ 
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cd to us 5 your Cares are wafted upon a 
Set of Men. whofc Thoughts are only 
earthly, and you refufe to reach out your 
Hand to fupport thofe who are weak and 
ftaggering, in their Way to Heaven, and 
who with all their Endeavours can (carcely 
prefervc themfelves from falling. You 
fling the Pearls of the Gofpel before Swine, 
when you fpeak to thofe who are filPd 
with the good Things of this World, and 
nourifhed with the Fatnefs of the Earthy 
and you negleft the innocent Sheep, who, 
tender as they are, would yet follow you 
thro' Defarts and Mountains. Why ai« 
fuch Pains thrown away upon the ungrate- 
ful, while not a Thought is beftowed up- 
on your Children, whofe Souls would be 
fiU'd with a Senfe of your Goodnefs ? But 
why ftiould I intreat you in the Name of 
your Children ? Is it poflible I fhould fear 
obtaining any thing of you, when I ask 
it in my own Name ? And muft I ufe any 
other Prayers than my own, to prevail up- 
on you ? The St. Auflirfs^ TertuUian's^ and 
Jerome's^ have wrote to the Eudoxa's^ Pau- 
la^Sj and Melania's 5 and can you read thofe 
Names, though of Saints,and not remember 

mine? 
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mine? Can it be Criminal for you to i- 
xnitate St. Jerome^ and difcourfe with me 
concerning the Scripture 5 or TertuIIian^ 
and preach Mortification 5 or St. jiuftin^ 
and explain to me the Nature of Grace ? 
Why fhould I only reap no Advantage 
from your Learning? When you write to 
me, you will write to your Wife. Mar- 
riage has made fuch a Correfpondence law- 
ful 5 and fince you can, without giving 
the leaft Scandal, fatisfiemc, why will you 
not ? I am not only engaged by my Vows, 
which might poflibly be fomietimes neg- 
Icftedj but I have a barbarous Uncle, 
whofe Inhumanity is a Security againft-any 
criminal Defire, which Tendernefs and the 
Remembrance of our paft Enjoyments 
might infpire. There is nothing that can 
caufe you any Fear 5 you need not fly to 
Conquer. You may fee me, hear my Sighs, 
and be a Witnefs of all my Sorrows, with- 
out incurrinjg any Danger, fince you can 
only relieve me with Tears and Words. 
If I have put myfelf into a Cloifter with 
Reafon, perfwade me to continue in it 
•with Devotion : You have been the Oc- 
cafion of all my Misfortune : you there- 

G fore 
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fore muft be the Inftrumcnt of all my Com- 
fprt. 
You cannot but remember, (for wh^t 

- do not Lovers . remember ? ) with what 
Pleafure I have paft whole Days in hearing 
you difcourfe. How when you were ab- 
f^nt I fhut myfelf from every one to write 
to you J how uneafy I was, 'till my Letter 
had come to your Hands 5 what artful Ma-- 
nagement it required to engage Confidents^ 
This Detail perhaps furprifes you, and yqu 
are in Pain for what will follow. But I 
am no longer afhamed, that my Paflion has 
had iio Bounds for you 5 for I have done 
more than all this. I have hated myfelf 
tlhat I might love you % I came hither to 
riiin myfelf in a perpetual Imprifonment, 
tnat I might make you live quiet and eafie. 
Nothing but Virtue, join'd to a Love 
perfedtly difingaged from the Commerce 
of the Senfes, could have produced fuch 
EflFeds. Vice never infpires^any Thing 
like this, it is too much enllaved to the 
Body. ; When we love Pleafures, we love 

. the living and not the dead. We leave oflF 
burning with Defire, for thofe who can ^ 

MO longer burn for us. This was my 
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cruel Uncle's Notion 5 he meafured my 
Viitue by the Frailty of my Sex, and 
thought it was the Man, and not the Per- 
fon, I loved. But he has been guilty to 
no Purpofe. I love you more than ever, 
and to revenge myfelf of him, I will ftill 
love you with all the Tendernefs of my 
Soul 'till the laft Moment of my Life. If 
formerly my AfFe&ion for you was not fo 
pure, if in thofe Days the Mind and the 
Body fhared in the Pleafure of loving you, 
i often told you even then, that I was 
more pleafed with poflefling your Heart, 
thanVith any other Happinefs, and the 
Man was the thing I leaft valu'd in you. 

You cannot but be entirely perfuaded 
of this, by the extreme Unwillingnefs I 
ihew'd to Marry you 5 tho' I knew that 
the Name of Wife was honourable in the 
World, and holy in Religion, yet the 
Name of your Miftrefs had greater Charms, 
becaufc it was more free. The Bonds of 
Matrimony, however honourable, ftill bear 
with them a neceffary Engagement. And 
I was very unwilling to be neceffitated to 
* love always a Man who perhaps would 
not always love me. I defpifed the Name 
G z "^ 
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aof Wi&^ that I might live happy with 
that of Miftrefsj And I find by your Let- 
ter to your Friend, you have not forgot 
that Delicacy of Paffion in a Woman who 
Jopred always you with the utmoft Tender- 
neft ; and yet wifh*d to love you more. You 
have very juftly obferved in your Letter, 
that I efteemed thofe Publick Engagements 
infipid, which form Alliances only to be 
diflblv'd by Death, and which put Life and 
Love under -the fame unhappy Neceflity* 
But you have not added how often I have 
madeProteftations that it was infinitely pre- 
ferable to me to live with Ahelard as his, 
Miftrefs, than with any other as Emprefs 
of the World, and that I was more happy 
in obeying you, than X ihould have beea 
in lawfully captivating the Lord of the U- 
niverfc. Riches and Pomp are not the 
Charms of Love. True Tendemefs makes 
us feparate the Lover from all that is ex- 
ternal to iiim^ and fetting afide his Quality, 
Fortune and Employments, confider him 
jGngly by himfelf. 

'Tis not Love, but the Defirc of Ri- 
ches and Honour, which makes Women 
run into the Embraces of aa Indolent Hus. 

band* 
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band. Ambition, not AfFeftion, formyfuch 
Marriages. I believe indeed they may be 
followed with fome Honours and Advan- 
tages, but I can never think that this is 
the Way to enjoy the Plcafures of an af^ 
fe6lionate Union, nor to feel thofe fecret 
and charming Emotions of Hearts that have 
long ftrove to be united. Thefe Martyrs 
of Marriage pine always for larger For- 
tunes, which they think they have loft. 
The Wife fees Husbands richer than her 
own, and the Husband Wives better Por- 
tioned than his. Their Interefted Vows 
occafion Regret, and R^ret produces 
Hatred. They foon part, or always defire 
it. This reftlefs and tormenting Paflion 
puniihes them for aiming at other Advan* 
tages by Love than Love itfelf. 

If there is any Thing which may pro- 
perly be calPd Happinefs here below, I am 
perfwaded it is in the Union of two Per- 
fons who love each other with perfeft Li- 
berty, who are imited by a fecret Inclina- 
tion, andfatisfied with each other's Merit: 
Their Hearts arc full, and leave no Vacancy 
for any other Paflion 5 they enjoy perpetual 
Tranquility, bccaufe they enjoy Content. 
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I p I could believe you as truly perfwadTv 
cd of my Merit as I am of yours, I mighi 
fay there has been a Time when we were 
fuch a Pair. Alas ! How was it poffiblc 
I ihould not be certain of your Merit ? If I 
could ever have doubted it, the univerfal 
Efleem would have made me determine ju 
your Favour. What Country, what City 
» has not defir'd your Prefence ? Could you 
ever retire but you drew theEyes and Hearts 
of all after you ? Did not every one re- 
joice in having feen you ? Even Women,^ 
breaking thro' the Laws of Decorum which 
Cuftom had impofed upon them, fhewed 
manifeftly they felt fomething more for 
you than Efteem. I have known forae 
who have been profufe in their Husbands 
Praifes who have yet envied my Happinefs, 
and given ftrong Intimations, they could 
have refufed you nothing. But what could 
refift you ? Your Reputation, which fo 
much footh'd the Vanity of our Sex -, your 
Air, your Manner 5 that Life in your 
Eyes which fo admirably exprefs'd the Vi- 
vacity of your Mind 5 your Conyerfation, 
with that Eafe and Elegance, which gave 
every Thing you fpokc fuch an agreeable 

and 
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and inffnuating Turn > in Ihort,. every 
Thing fpoke for yqu : Very different from 
fome mere Schol^s^ who with all their 
Learning,^ have not the Capacity to keep 
up an ordinary Conyerfation 5 and with all 
their Wit, cannot win^ the Affeftions of 
Women, who have a. much lefs Share than 
themfelves. 

With what Eafe did you compofe 
Verfes ? And yet. thofe ingenious Trifles, 
which were but a Recreation after your 
more ferious Studies, are ftill the Enter- 
tainment and Delight of Perfons of the 
beft Tafte. The fmallcft Song, liay thb 
Icaft Sketch of any Thiiig you made for 
me, had a thoufand Beauties capable pf 
making it laft as long as there are Love or" 
Lovers in the World. Thus thofe Songs - 
will be fung in Honour of other Women, . 
which you defigned only for me > and thofe 
tender and natural Expreflaons which fpokc 
your Love, will help others to explain 
their PSiflion, with much more Advantage 
than what they themfelves are capable of. 
* What Rivals did your Galantries oF 
this kind occafion me ? How many Ladies 
kid Claim to^them ? 'Twas aTributc their 
G4 Self.- 
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Self-love paid to their Beauty. How ma- 
ny have I feen with Sighs declare their 
Paffion for you, when after fome common 
Vifit you had made them, they chanced 
to be complimented for the Sylvia of yoxir 
Poems ; Others in Defpair and Envy have 
reproached me, that I had no Charms but 
what your Wit beftow'd on me, nor in a- 
ny Thing the Advantage over them, but 
in being beloved by you. Can you believe 
me if I tell you, that notwithftanding the 
Vanity of my Sex, I thought myfelf pe- 
culiarly happy in having a Lover, to whom 
I was obliged for my Charms : and took a 
fecret Pleafure in being admired by a Man, 
who when he pleafed could raife his Mi- 
ftrefs to the Charafter of a Goddefs ? 
Pleafed with your Glory only, I read with 
Delight all thofe Praifes you ofFer'd mc, 
and without rcflefting how little I deferv- 
cd, I believed myfelf fuch as you defcri- 
bed me, that I might be more certain I 
pleas'd you. 

But oh ! Where is that happy Time 
fled ? I now lament my Lover, and of all my 
Joys there remains nothing but the painful 
Remembrance that fhey are faft. Now 

leam» 



Heloife to Abelard. 129 

learn, all you my Rivals who once viewed 
my Happinefs with fuch jealous Eyes, 
that he you once envied me, can ^ever 
more be yours or mine. I loved him 5 my 
Love was his Crime, and the Caufe of his 
Punifhment. My Beauty once charmed 
him : Pleas'd with each other, we pafs'd 
our brighteft Days in Tranquility and Hap- 
pinefs. If that was a Crime, 'tis a Crime 
I am yet fond of, and I have no other Re- 
gret, than that againft my Will I muft ne- 
ceflarily be innocent. But what do I fay ? 
My Misfortune was to have cruel Relati- 
ons, whofe Malice difturbed the Calm we 
enjoyed : Had they been capable of the 
Returns of Reafon, I had now been hap- 
py in the Enjoyment of my dear Husband. 
Oh ! How cruel were they when their blind 
Fury urged a Villain to furprife you in 
your Sleep ! Where was I .^ Where was 
your Heloije then ? What Joy ihould I 
have had in defending my Lover? I would 
have guarded you from Violence, tho' at 
the Expence of my Life > my Cries and 
Shrieks alone would have ftopp'd the Hand 

' Oh ! whither does the Excels of 

Paffion hurry toe } Here Love is fhock'd, 
G y and 
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and Modefty, join'd with Defpair, deprive 
me of Words : 'Tis Eloquence to be fi- 
lent, where no Expreffions can reach the 
Greatnefs of the Misfortune. 

But tell me whence proceeds your 
Negleft of me fincc my being Profefs'd? 
You know nothing mov'd me to it but 
your Difgrace, nor did I give any Confent 
but yours. Let me hear what is the Oc- 
cafion of your "Coldnefs, or give me Leave 
to tell you now my Opinion. Was it not 
the fole View of Plcafure which engaged 
you to me ? And has not my Tendernefs , 
by leaving you nothing to wifli for, cx- 
tinguifh'd your Dcfires? Wretched He^ 
bife ! You could plcafc when you wifh'd 
to avoid it : You merited Incenfe, when, 
you cou'd remove to a Diftance the Hand 
that ofFer'd it. But fince your Heart has 
been foften'd, and has yielded > fince yoa 
have Dffvoted and Sacrificed yourfelf, you 
are defertedand forgotten. lam convinced, 
by a fad Experience,, that it is natural to 
avoid thofe to whom we have been too^ 
much obliged 5 and that uncommon Gene* ^ 
rofity produces Neglefl: rather than Ac-^ 
biowledgmcnt,. My Heaitifurrender'd too^ 

foon^. 



Helblie fa ABelard, 13 i 

{boft, to gain the Eftecni of the Conqueror ^ - 
you took it without Difficulty, and give 
it up as cafily* But ungrateful as you arc,., 
i will never confent to it. And tho' in - 
this Place I oOght not to retain a Wifh of 
my own, yet I have ever fecretly preferved 
che Define of being beloved by you. W hen 
I pronounced my fad Vow, I then had a- 
bout ine your laft Letters, in which you 
protefted you would be wholly mine, and * 
would never live but to love me. 'Tis- td ^ 
you therefore I have offered myfelf j yoUx 
had my Heart, and I had yours 5 do not - 
demand any Thing back : You muft bear 
with my Paflion, as a thing which of Right r 
belongs to you, and from.which youcan-^ 
no Ways be difingaged. 

A LA s ! What Folly is it to talk at this.- 
tate ? I fee nothing here but marks of the 
Deity, and I fpeak of nothing but Man } ' 
You have been the cruel Occafion of this, ., 
by your Condu6b : Unfaithful Man ! Ought 
you at once to break off loving me ? Why ^ 
did you not deceive me for a while, rather ' 
than immediately abandon me ? If you had 
given meat leaft but fome faint Signs even 
of a dying PalSon,. I myfelf had favotir'd > 
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the Deception. But in vain would I flat- 
ter myfelf that you could be conftant > 
you have left mc no Colour of making your 
Excufe. I am'eameftly defirous to fee 
you, but if that be impoffible, I will con- 
tent myfelf with a few Lines from your 
Hand.. Is it fo hard for one who loves, to 
write? I ask for none of your Letters fill-, 
cd with Learning, and writ for your Re- 
putation : Alt I defire is fiich Letters as 
the Heart didates, and which the Hand 
can fcarce Write faft enough. How did I de- 
ceive myfelf with the Hopes that you would 
be wholly mine, when I took the Veil, and 
engaged myfelf to live for ever under your 
Laws ? For in being Profefled, I vow'd 
no more than to be yours only, and I ob- 
liged myfdf voluntarily to a Confinement 
in which you defired to place me. Death 
only then can make me leave the Place 
where you have fixed me: and then too 
my Afhes fliall reft here, and wait for yours, 
in order to fliew my Obedience and Devot- 
cdnefs to you, to the lateft Moment poffible. 
Why fbould I conceal from you the 
Secret of my Call ? yoil know it was nci- . 
ther Zea| nor Devotion which led me to 
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the Cloifter. Your Confcicnee is too faith- 
ful a Witnefs to permit you to difowait. 
Yet here I am, and here I will remaiij j to 
this Place an unfortunate Love and my 
cruel Relations have Condemned me. But 
if you do not continue your Concern for 
me, if I lofe your Affe&ion, what have I 
gained by my Imprifonment ? What Re- 
compence can I hope for ? The unhappy 
Confequences of a criminal Condu£t, and 
your Difgraces, have put on me this Habit 
of Chaftity, and not the fincere Defire of 
being truly penitent. Thus I ftrive and 
labour in vain. Among thofe who arc 
wedded to God I ferve a Man: Among 
the Heroick Supporters of the Crofs I am 
a poor Slave to a Human Paflion 5 at the 
Head of a Religious Community I am de- 
voted to Abelard only. What a Prodigy 
am I ? Enlighten me, O Lord ! Does thy 
Grace or my own Defpair draw thefe 
Words from me ? I am fenfible I am, in 
the Temple of Ghaftity, covered only with 
the Aflies of that Fire which hath con- 
fumed us. I am here, I confefs, a Sinner, 
but one who far from weeping for her Sins, 
weeps only for her Lover \ fax &om *^- 



T34 Helolfe to Abelard. 

horring her Crimes^ endeavours only to 
add to them> and who with a Weaknefs 
unbecoming the State I am in, pleafe my 
felf continually with the Remembrance of 
paft Aftions, when it is impoffible to re- 
new them. 

Good God ! what is all this ! I re- 
proach myfelf for my own Faults, I ac- 
cufe you for yours, and to whatPurpofe? 
VeiPd as I am, behold in what a Difordcr 
you have plunged me ! How difficult is it 
to fight always for Duty againfl: Inclina- 
tion ? I know what Obligations this Veit 
lays on me, but I feel more ftrongty what 
Power a long habitual Paffion has over my 
Heart. I am conquered by my Inclination^ 
My Love troubles my Mind, and diforders • 
my WilL Sometimes I am fway'd by the 
Sentiments of Piety which arife in me, and 
the next Moment I yield up my Imagina- 
tion to all that is Amorous and Tender. I 
tell you To-day what I would not have faid 
to youYefterday. I had rcfolved to Love, 
you no more 5 I confider'd I had made a- 
Vow, taken the Veil, and am as it were: 
dead and buried j yet there rifcs unexpcd- 
edly from the Biottom o£ my Hca.rt a Paf- 
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fion" which triumphs overall thefe Notions,, 
and darkens all my Reafon and Devotion- 
You reign in fuch inward Retreats of my 
Soul, that I know not where to attack ^ 
you ; When I endeavour to break thofe 
Chains by which I am bound to you, I 
only deceive myfelf, and all the Efforts I 
am able to make fervc but to bind them 
the fafter. Oh, for Pity's fake, help a 
Wretch to renounce her Defires, herfelf,, 
and if it be pofliblc even to renounce You !. 
K you are a Lover, a Father, help a Mi- 
ftrefs, comfort a Child ! Thefe tender 
Names, cannot they move you ? Yield ci- 
ther to Pity or Love. If you gratify my 
Requeft I fhall contmue a Religious with- 
out longer profaning my Calling. I am. 
ready to humble myfelf with you to tjie- 
wonderful Providence of God, who does 
all Things for our Sandffication, who by 
his Grace purifies all that is vicious and 
corrupt in the Principle, and.by the incon* * 
ceivable Riches of his Mercy draws us to 
himfelf againft our Wifhes, and by degrees 
opens our Eyes to difcern the Greatnefs of 
his Bounty, which at firflwevravaJw^ inrx 
underfiaad.. 
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I thought to end my Letter here. But 
now I am complaining againft you, I muft 
unload my Heart, and tell you all its Jea- 
loufies and Reproaches. Indeed I thought 
it fomething hard that when we had both 
engaged to confecrate our felves to Heaven, 
you fhould infift upon my doing it firft. 
Does Ahelard then, faid I, fufpeft he 
Ihall fee renewed in me the Example of 
Lof% Wife, who could not forbear look*- 
ing back when fhe left Sodom ? If my 
Youth and Sex might give Occafion of 
Fear, that I fhould return to the World 3 
could not my Behaviour, my Fidelity, and 
this Heart which you ought to know, 
could not thefe baniih fuch ungenerous 
Apprehenfions ? This diftraftful Forefight 
touched me fenfibly. I faid to myfclf. 
There wai a Time when he could rely up- 
on my bare Word, and does he now want 
Vows to fecure himfelf of me ? What Oc- 

• cafion have I given him in the whole 
Courfe of my Life to admit the Icaft Sufpi- 
cion ? I could meet him at all his Aflignar 
tions, and would I decline following him 
to the Seats of Holinefs ? I who have not 

/£fu{cd to be a Vi&im of Plcafurc to gra- 
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tify him, can he think I would rcfufe to 

be a Sacrifice of Honour to obey him ? 

Has Vice fuch Charms to well-born Souls ? 

and when we have once drank of the Cup 

of Sinners, is it with fuch Difficulty that 

we take the Calice of Saints ? Or did you 

believe yourfelf a greater Mafter to teach 

Vice than Virtue, or did you think it was 

more eafy to perfuade me to the firft than 

the latter ? No : This Sufpicion would be 

injurious to both. Virtue H too amiable 

not to be embraced, when you reveal her 

Charms 5 and Vice too hideous not to be 

avoided, when you fliew her Deformities. 

Nay, when you pleafe^ any Thing fecms 

lovely to me, and nothing is frightful or 

difficult when you are by. I am only 

Weak when I am alone and unfupported 

by you, and therefore it depends on you 

alone, that I may be fuch as you defire. I 

wifli to Heaven you had not fuch a Power 

over me. If you had any Occafion to fear, 

you would be lefs negligent. But what is 

there for you to fear? I have done too 

much, and now have nothing more to do, 

but to triumph over your Ingratitude. 

When wc lived happy togptVkCT^^o\x\svv^ 
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have made it a Doubt whether Pleafurc or 
AfFe£tion united me more to you > but the 
Place from whence I write to you, muft 
now have entirely taken away that Doubts 
Even here I love you as much as ever I did 
in the World. If I had loved Pleafures,. 
could I not yet have found means to have 
gratified myfelf ? I was not above Twenty*- 
tw6 Years old : And there were other Men 
kft, tho' I was deprived oi Abelard i And 
yet did I not bury myfelf alive in a Nun- 
nery, and triumph over Love, at an Age 
capable of enjoying it in its full Latitude ? 
*Tis to you I Sacrifice thefe Remains of a 
tranfitory Beauty, thefe widow' d Nights 
and tedious Days, which I pafs without 
feeing you y and fince you cannot poflc6 
them, I take them from you to offer theflt 
^ to Heaven^ and to make,, alas ! but a fc- 
condary Oblation of my Heart, my Days,. 
and my Life ! 

I am fenfible I have dwelt too long on 
this Head > I ought to fpeak lefs to you of 
your Misfortunes, and of my own Suffer- 
ings, for Love of you. We tamiih the 
Luftre of our moft beautiful Aftions, when 
we applaud them our felves- This ia 

true;^ 
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true, and yet there is a Time when wc 
may with Decency commend our felves ;, 
when we have to do with thofe whom 
bafe Ingratitude has ftupified^ we cannot 
too much praife our own good Aftions. 
Now if you were of this fort of Men, this 
would be a Home Refledtion on you. Ir- 
refolute as I am I ftill love you, and yet I 
muft hope for nothing. I have renounced 
Life, and ftripp'd myfelfofevery thing, but 
I find I neither have nor can renounce my 
Ahelard : Tho' I have loft my Lover, I 
ftill preferve my Love. O Vows ! O Con- 
vent ! I have not loft my Humanity under 
your inexorable Difcipline! You have not 
piade me Marble by changing my Habit : 
My fteart is not hardened by my Impri-- 
fpnment 5 I am ftill fenfible to what has 
touched me, tho' alas I ought not to be 
fo ! Without offending your Commands^ 
permit a Lover to exhort me to live in O- 
bedience to your rigorous Rules. Your 
Yoke will be lighter, if that Hand fupport 
me under it 3 your Exercifes will be amia- 
able, if heftiews me their Advantage. Re- 
tirement, Solitude ! You will not appear 
terrible, .if I may but ftill know I have 
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any Place in his Memory. A Heart which 
has been fo fenfibly afFe6ted as mine cannot 
foon be indifferent. We fluftuate long 
between Love and Hatred, before we can 
arrive at a happy Tranquility, and we al- 
ways flatter our felves with fomc diftant 
Hope, that we (hall not be quite forgotten. 
Yes, Melard^ I conjure you by the 
Chains 1 b-^ar here, to eafc the Weight of 
them, and make thenv as agreeable as I 
wifli they were to me: Teach me the 
Maxims of Divine Love. Since you have 
forfaken me I glory in being 'wedded to 
Heaven. My Heart adores that Title, and 
difdains any other 5 tell me how this Di* 
vine Love is nourifhed, how it operates, 
and purifies itfelf When we were to(s*d 
in the Ocean of the World we could hear 
of nothing but your Verfes, which publish- 
ed every where our Joys and our Pleafiires. 
Now we are in the Haven of Grace, is it 
not fit you ihould difcourfe to me of this 
Happinefs, and teach me every thing which 
might improve and heighten it? Shew mc 
the fame Complaifance in my prefent Con- 
dition, as you did when we were in the 
World* Without changing the Ardor of 

our 
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^ur AiFeftions, let us change their Obje£t 5 
let us leave our Songs, and fing Hymns j 
let us lift up our Hearts to God, and have 
no Tranfports but for his Glory. 

I exped this from you as a thing you 
cannot rcfufe mc. God has a peculiar 
Right over the Hearts of Great Men, 
which he has created. When he pleafes 
to touch them, he ravifhes them, and lets 
them not i5>cak nor breathe but for his 
^lory : Till that Moment of Grace ar« 

rives, O think of me^ do not forget 

me — remember my Love, my Fidelity, my 
Conftancy > love me as your Miftrefs, che- 
rifh me as your Child, your Sifter, your 
Wife. Confider that I ftill love you, and 
yet flrivc to avoid loving you. What a 
Word, what a Defign is this ! I fhake with 
Horror, and my Heart revolts againll what 
I fay. I ihall blot ^1 my Paper with 
Tears— I end my long Letter, wifhing you, 
if you can defire it, (would to Heaven I 
could) for ever Adieu. 
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Abelard to Heloise. 



'that the Reader may make a right Judgment on 
the following Letter^ it is proper he fhouldbe in* 
formed of the Condition Abelard was in when 
he wrote it. The Duke of Britany, whofe Sub* 
jtd he was Born^ jealous of the Glory ejf France, 
which then ingrojfed alt the moft famous Scholars 
of Europe, and being befides acquainted with the 
Perfecution Abelard had fuffer*d from bis Ene* 
tnies^ had nominated him to the Abby of St. 
Gildas, and by this BenefaSion and Mark of his 
Ejieem^ engaged him to pafs the reft of his Days 
in his Dominions, He received this Favour wttb 
great Joy, imaginings that by leaving FnuiCCj^ 
foefioula lofe his' Pajjion^ and gain a neiv firm 
€f Mind upon eniring into his new Dignity. Tie. 
Abby of St. Gildas is feat ed upon a Rock, which 
the Sea beats with its IVaves. Abelard, wh9 
bad laid on himfelf the NeceJJity of vanquiping 
a PaJJion which Abfence bad in a great meafure 
weakened, endeavoured in this Solitude to extin^ 
guijh the Remains of it by his Tears. But upon 
his receiving the foregoing Letter, he could not 
rejiftfo powerful an Attack, but proves as weak 
and as much to be pity^d as Heloife ; .'7// not 
then a Mafler or DireSior that fpeaks to ber^ 
but a Man who had loved her, and loves her 
ftitl : And under this CharaSer we are to confix 
der Abelard when he wrote the following Letter. 
3 // 
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^Ifbefeews by fome Pajfa^es in it to haveiegun 
to feel the Motions of Divine Grace^ they ap- 
pear as yet to be only by Starts ^ and without any 
Uniformity. 

I O U L D I have imagined that a 
Letter not written to yourfelf 
could have fallen into your 
. Hands, I had been more cauti- 
ous not to have inferted any 
thing in it which might awaken the Me- 
mory of our paft Misfortunes. I defcribed 
with Boldnefs the Series of my Difgraces 
^ xo a Friend, in order to make him lefs fen- 
t iible of the Lofs he had fuftain'd. If by this 
^ell-meaning Artifice I hav^ diftrubed you, 
NLpurpofe here to dry up thofe Tears which 
l^the fad Defcription occafioned you to ihed : 
If I intend to mix my Grief with yours, and 
pour out my Heart before you j in fhort, 
to lay open before your Eyes all my Trou- 
ble, and the Secret of my Soul, which 
my Vanity has hitherto made me conceal 
from the reft of the World, and which 
you now force from me, in fpight of my 
Refolutions to the contrary. 

I T is true, that in a Senfe of the Affli- 
ftions which had befallen us, and obferv- 

ing 
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ing that no change of our Condition wa 
to be cxpeftcd \ that thofe profperou 
Days which had feduced us were now paft 
and there remained nothing but to erazi 
out of our Minds, by painful Endeavours 
all Marks and Remembrance of them, \ 
had wifhcd to find in Philofophy and Re 
ligion a Remedy for my Difgraces I fearchV 
out an Afylum to fecure me from Love. ] 
was come to the fad Experiment of mak- 
ing Vows to harden my Heart. But whai 
have I gain'd by this ? If my Paffion hai 
been put under a Reftraint, my Idaea'syei 
remain. I promife myfelf that I will fo^ 
get you, and yet cannot think of it with- 
out loving you \ and am pleafed with that 
Thought. My Love is not at all weakened 
by thofe Reflexions I make in order to 
free myfelf. The Silence I am furround- 
ed with makes me more fenfible to its 
Impreffions, and while I am unemployed 
with any other things, this makes itfeli 
the Bufinefs of my^ whole Vacation. 'Till 
after a Multitude of ufelefs Endeavours 1 
begin to perfwade myfelf, that 'tis a fupcr- 
fluous Trouble to ftrive to free myfelf j 
saad xhat it is Wifdom fufficient if I can 
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conceal from every one but you, my Con- 
fufion and Weaknefs. 

I remove to a diftance from your Per- 
ion, with an Intention of avoiding you as 
an Enemy 5 and yet I inceflantly feek for 
you in my Mind ; I recall your Image in 
my Memory 5 and in fuch different Dif- 
^quietudes I betray and contradi6t myfelf. 
I hate you > I love you j Shame prefFes me 
on all fides 5 I am at this Moment afraid 
Jeaft I fhould feem more indifferent than 
jou are, and yet I am afhamed todifcovei: 
my Trouble. How weak are we in our- 
iclves, if we do not fupport ourfelves on 
the Crofs of Chrift ? Shall we have fo lit- 
tle Courage, and fhall that Uncert^nty 
your Heart labours with, of ferving two 
Matters, afFe6k mine too ? You fee the Con- 
fusion I am in, what I blame myfelf for, 
imd what I fuffer. Religion Commands me 
to purfue Virtue, fince I have nothing to 
liope for from Love. But Love ftill pre- 
ferves its Dominion in my Fancy, and en- 
tertains its felf with paft Pleafures. Me- 
jnory fupplies the Place of a Miftrefs. Piety 
.and Duty aie not always the Fruits of Re- 
xirement 3 even in Dctarts^ v^Yvsux^cv^^^"** 
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of Heaven falls not on us, we lovtj whtn: 
•we ought no longer to love. The Paf- 
fions, ftir'd up by Solitude, fill thofe Re- 
gions of Death and Silence 5 and it \& 
very feldom that what ought to be is tru- 
ly followM there, and that God oiily is 
I^oved and Served* Had I always had 
fuch Notions as thefe, I had inftruftcd 
you better. You call me your Maftcr \ 
^tis true, you were intrufted to my Care. 
I faw you, I was earneft -to teach yon 
vain Sciences 5 it coft you your Inno- 
cence, and me my Liberty. Your Uncle, 
^who was fond of you, became therefore 
my Enemy, and revenged himfelf on me. 
if now having loft the Power of fatisfy- 
dng myPaffion, I had loft too that of lov- 
ing you, I fhould have fome Confolation. 
iMy Enemies would have given me tiat 
Tranquility^ which Or/^<f;f purehafedbya 
<:;rime : How miferaWe am I ! My Mis- 
fortune .does not loofe my Chains, my 
Paffion grows fiirious by Impotence, and 
that Defire I ftill have for you amidft all 
my Difgraces, makes me more unhappy 
than the Misfortune itfelf. I .find my- ^ 
Mi much more gaiXtY m twj TKoughts 
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'#f you, even amidft my Tears, than in 
poflefling yourfelf when I was in full Li- 
^rty. I continually think of you, I con- 
tinually caU to Mind that Day when 
you beftowcd on me the firft Marks of 
your Tendernefs. In this Condition, O 
Lord ! if I run to proilrate myfelf before 
thy Altars, if I beCbech thee to pity me, 
why does not the pure Flame of thy Spi- 
rit confume xhe Sacrifice that is oflFered 
to thee? Cannot this Habit of Penitence 
which I weai;;, intereft Heaven to treat 
me more &voarably ? But that is flill 
inexorable, becaule my Paflion ftill lives 
in me, the JFirc is only covered over with 
ideceitful Afhes, and cannot be extin- 
jguiihed but by extraordinaiy Grace. We 
ideceive Men, but nothing is hid from 
God. 

You tell me, that 'tis for me you live 
under that Veil which covers you | why 
do you prophane your Vocation with 
fuch Words ? Why provoke a Jealous 
<yod by a Blafphemy ? I hoped, after our 
Separation, you would have changed your 
Sentiments -, I hoped too, that God ^o^V^ 
have delivered me .from xSmc T^>xcDNito. cS. 

Hi. ^^ 
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my Scnfes, and that Contrariety ^ 
Tcigns in my Heart. We common 
to the AfFeftions of thofe whom v 
no more, and they to ours : Abfej 
the Tomb of Love. But to me Al 
is an unquiet Remembrance of w 
t)ncc loved, which continually tor 
me. I flatter'd myfelf that when I f 
fee you no more, you would only r 
my Memory, without giving any Tr 
to my Mind 5 that Britany and th 
would infpirc other Thoughts 3 th^ 
jFafts and Studies would by degrees 
you out of my Heart: But in fpi 
fevere Fafts and redoubled Studies, in 
of the diftance of three hundred . 
which feparates us 3 your Image, fu 
you defcribc y^ouriclf in your Veil, aj 
to me, and confounds all my Refolu 
What Means have I not ufe 
have armed my own Hands againft 
felf J I have exhaufted my Streng 
conftant Excrcifes 5 I Comment upc 
Paul 5 I Difpute with Jriftotle 5 in : 
i dp all I ufed to do before I lov'd 
but aH in vain \ nothing can be fu< 
j&ithat oppofes you, OVv\ ^o t^a 
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to my Miferies by your Conftancy ^ iot^ 
gctj if you can, your Favours, and that 
Right which they claim overmen per- 
mit me to be indifferent. I envy their 
Happinefs who have never loved j how 
quiet and cafie are they ! But the Tide o£ 
Pleafures has always a reflux of Bitter- 
nefs J I am but too much convinc'd now 
of this^i but tho' I am no longer deceiv'd 
by Love, I am not cured : While my 
Reafon condemns it, my Heart declares 
for it. I am deplorable, that I have not 
the Ability to free myfelf from a Paflion 
which fo many Circumflances, this Place, 
my Perfon, and my Difgraces, tend ^o 
deftroy. I yield, without confidering^ 
that a Refiftance would wipe out my 
paft Offences, and would procure me in 
their ftead,. Merit and Repofe. Why 
jhould you ufe Eloquence to reproach 
me for my Flight, and for my Silence ? 
Spare the Recital of our Affignations, and 
your conftant Exaftnefs to them 5 with- 
out calling up fuch difturbing Thoughts,, 
I have enough to fuffer. What great 
Advantages would Philofophy give us over 
other Men, if by ftudyiivg \x. \^t. caxJs.^ 
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learn to g^rreni our Paffiom ? Rit fiow 
humbled ought we to- be when we caii^ 
not Mafter them? What Efforts, what^ 
Rclapfcs, what Agitations do we under^ 
go ? And how long are we toft in thb 
Confiifion, imablc to exert our Reafon,, 
to poflcft our Souls,, or to rule our Af- 
fcftions ? 

W H A T a troublefome Employment ir 
Love ! and how valuable is Virtue even 
upon Confideration of our own Eafe ! 
Rccollcft your Extravagancies of Paffion^N 
guefs at my Diftraftions 5 number up our 
Cares, if poffible, our Griefs, and our 
Inquietudes y throw thefe Things out o£ 
the Account, and let Love have all its 
remaining Softnefs and Pleafure. How 
little is that ? And yet for fuch Shadow* 
of Enjoyments which at firft appeared to 
U5, are we fo weak our whole Lives that 
we cannot now help Writing to each 
other, covered as we are with Sackcloth 
and Afhes : How much happier ihould 
we be, if by our Humiliation and Tears 
we could make our Repentance fuie. The 
Love of Pleafure is not eradicated out of 
the Soul, but by. e:xtraordii]ai7 £fFam> 

it 
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it has, fo powerful & Parrj^ift our Breafts,. 
that wc find it:. difficxrit td condemn it. 
ourfckes. What Abhorrence can I be 
faid to have of my Sins,* i£ the Obje^^ 
of them are always amiable to me ? How 
can I fcparatc from the Perfon I love, the 
Paflion I moft detcft? Will the Tears I 
fhed be fufficient to- render it odious to 
me? ricnow not how it happens, there 
is always a Plcafurc in weepings for a be- 
loved Objea. 'Tis difficult in our Sor- 
row to diAingui/h Penitence from Love. 
The Memory of the Crimc^ and the Me- 
moiy of the Objeft which has charmed 
us, arc too nearly relited to be imme- 
diately feparated.. And the Love of God; 
in its beginning, does not wholly anni- 
hilate the Love of the Creature. 
. But what Excoles cou'd I not find 
in you, if the Crime were cxcufable? Un- 
profitable Honour, troublefome Riches, 
could never tempt mei but thofe Charms, 
that Beauty, that Air, which I yet be- 
hold at this Inftant, have occafioned my 
Fall. Your Looks were the beginning 
4>f my Guilt f your Eyei^ your Difcourfe, 
picrc'd my Heart % and ia fpite of that 
H 4. Ambi- 
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Ambition and Glory which filPd it, and- 
oflfer'd to make a Defence, Love foott 
made itfelf Maftcr. God, in order to 
pimifh me, forfook me; His Providence 
permitted thofe Confcquences which have 
fince happened. You are no longer of 
the World ^ you have renounced it : I 
am a Religious ,. devoted to Solitude > 
ihall we make no Advantage of our Con- 
dition ? Would you deftroy my Piety in 
its Infant State ? Would you have me 
forfake the Convent into which I am hut 
newly enter'd ? Muft I . renounce my 
Vows ? I have made them in the Prefencc 
of God ^ Whither Ihall I fly from his 
Wrath, if I violate them ? SuflFer me to 
feck for Eafe in my Duty : How diffi'- 
cult is it to procure - that ! I pafs whole 
Days and Nights alone in this Cloifter, 
without clofing my Eyes. My Lpvc 
burns fiercer,' amidlt the happy IndifFc- 
jence of thofe who furround me, and my 
Heart is at once pierced with your Sor- 
rows and its own. Oh what a Lofe have 
I fuftain'd, when I confider: your Con*- 
ftancy! What Plcafurcshavae I mifled- en- 
joying ! I ought' nqt ta confefs this 

Weak:- 
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Wcaknefs to you 5 I am fcnfiblc I com- 
mit a Fault 5 if I could have fhewM 
more firmnefs of Mind, I Ihould perhaps 
have provoked your Refentment againft 
me, and your Anger might work that 
EfFeft in you which your Virtue cou'd 
not. If in the World I publifhed my 
Weakncls by Verfes and Love-fongs, 
ought not the dark Cells of this Houfc 
to conceal that Weaknefs, at leaft under 
an Appearance of Piety ! Alas ! I am ftill 
the fame ! Or if I avoid the Evil, I can- 
not do the Goody and yet I ought to 
join both, in order to make this manner 
of living profitable. But how difficult is 
this in the Trouble which furrounds me ? 
Duty, Reafon, and Decency, which up- 
on other Occafions have fpme Power over 
me, are here entirely ufelefs. The Gof- 
pel is a Language I do not underftandj 
when it oppofes my Paflion. Thofe Oaths 
which I have taken before the Holy AK 
tar, are feeble Helps when oppofed to 
you. Amidft fo many Voices which call 
me to my Duty, I hear and I obey no- 
thing but the fecret Di6tates of a defpe- 
rate Paffion* Void of all Rdiih for Vir- 
H ;' tucv. 
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tue, any Goncem fbr.my Condkkm^ tf 
any Application to my Studies, I am con?* 
tinually prefent by my Imaginatioa wkese^ 
I ought not to be, and I find I have nC- 
Power, when I would at any time cor* 
re& it. I feel a perpetiud Strife between, 
my Inclination and my Duty. I find my- 
felf entirely a diftra&ed Lover; unquiet 
in the midft of Silence, and reftle& ini 
this abode of Peace and Repofe. How 
ihameful is fuch a Condition ! 

CoNsiDfiji me no moic^ T entreat : 
you, as a Founder,, or any. great Perfon* 
age \ your Encomiitms do but ill agree* 
with fuch multiply'd. Weaknefles. I am-, 
a miferable Sinner, proftrate before my 
Judge, and with my Face prefled to the 
Earth, I mix my Tears and Sighs in the 
Dufl, when the^ Beams of Grace and; 
Reafon enlighten. me. Gome,. fee me in: 
this Pofture^ and foUcite me to love you ? 
Come, if you. think fit> and in your Ho- 
ly Habit thrufc yourfelf between. God 
and me, and be a- Wall of Separation. 
Come, and force from me thofe Sigh$, 
Thoughts, and Vows, which I owe to 
hkn only. Affift.the Evil Spirits, /and be 

the 
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cahnot ycu induce a. Heart to, whofe 
Wcafcnefi you fo perfcflrfy know ? But 
ndber withdraw yontfelf, and contribute 
toi my Salvation. Suffer hic to avoid Dc- 
A-fsrfltio% I entreat ydu, by our former 
tentdezcfl: A0eftion, and by otrf now 
csnamon Mkfbnunes. It will always be 
the hig^icft- Lore to (hew none : I here 
jeleafe you of a}t yo»r Oaths, and En- 
gagemcnw . fie God'^s wholly, to whom 
ycwi are appropriated 5 I will never op- 
pofe.'fo piotls ar'Defign. Row happy. (hall 
I be ff r thus lofe you ! then fhall I be j 
indeed a Religious, -and you a perfeft Ex- 
ample, of an Abbefs. 

Mak.i£ yourfelf amends by fo glori-*-^ 
tftis a Choice 5 make your, Virtue a Spe- 
ftacle worthy. Men and Angels : Be hum- 
ble among your Children, affiduous in 
your Choire, exaft in your Difcipline, 
dfligent in your Reading > make even 
your Recreations ufefiil. Have you pur- 
chafed your Vocation at fo flight a rate, 
as that you (hould not turn it to the bed 
Advantage ? Since you have permitted 
jourfclf to be abufed by falfe Doftrine, 
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and Criminal Inftru&icms, refifl: notithofe^ 
good Counfels which Grace and Rehg>- \ 
on infpirc me with. I will .confcfe to you, 
I have thought myfclf hitherto an abler 
Matter to inftill Vice, than to excitt 
Virtue. My falfe Eloquence has only let 
off falfe Good. My. Heart, drunk with 
iVoluptuoufnefs, coidd only fuggeft Terms 
proper and moving to- recommend that- 
The Cup of Sinners ovei-fiows with fo 
enchanting a Sweetneis, and we are nat- 
.pirally fo much inclined to- tafte it, that 
it needs only be offei'd to us. On the 
other Hand,, the Calico o£ Saints is filled 
with. a bitter Draught,. and Nature ftarts 
from it. And yet you reproach me with 
Cowardice for giving it you firft -, I.wil- 
lingly fubmit to thefe Accufations. I 
cannot, enough admire the Readinefs you 
fliewed to take the. Religious Habit : Bear 
therefore, with Courage the Crofs^ which 
you have taken up fo refolutely. Drink 
of the Calice of Saints, even to the botr 
torn, without turning your Eyes with 
uncertainty upon me : Let me remove 
far from you, and obey the ApoAle.who 

kathTaid/;;., 

You 
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Yau intrcat mc to return, under a 
Pretence of Devotion. Your Eameflneft 
in this Point creates a Sufpicion in me^, 
and makes mc doubtful how to anfwei: 
you. Should I commit an Error here^ 
my Words^ would bluih, if I may fay 
fo, after the Hiftory of my Misfortunes;, 
%he Church is jealous of its Glory, and 
commands that her Children, ihould be 
induced, to the Pradice of Virtue by virr 
tuous means. When we have approach^ 
God after an unblameable manner^ we 
may then with Boldneis invite others to 
him. But to forget Heloifiy to fee her 
no more, is what Heaven, demands of At 
belard y and to expe& nothing, from ^f- 
bilard^ to loie him, even in. Idea, is what 
Heapven enjoins Heloife... To forget, in 
the Cafe of Love, is the moft necelftry 
Penitence, and the moft difficult. It is 
eafie to recount our Faults 5 how many, 
thro' Indifcretion, have made themfelves 
a. fecond Pleafure of this, infte«id of cour 
feffing them with Humility. Thtf only 
way to return to God is, by neglefting 
the Creature which we have adored, and 
adoring God whom, we have neglefted. 
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TUs may, itppetr feuA^ Imt it mall be 

dodote if we voidd be ikved, . 

T o malcc it more eafir,. obfcrre why 
!■ prcfled ymsi to your Vow before I took 
mine j and patdon^my Sincerity, .'and the 
dcfigfi li )me of irieiiMig your Neg!eft 
and! Hatred, if I conceal' nothing frdm 
yo«i . of? the Fartioikits you tnqoire after. 
When I faw myfelf fo opprefe'd with 
my Misfortune, my linpotency made me 
jcalousy.and I confider'd all Men as^ my 
Rivals. Love has more of Diftiiift ttem 
Aflurance. I wa5 apprchenfive of abtm- 
dance of things, becaufc I faw I had abun- 
dance of Defeds 3 mid bemg to n a ent ed 
with fear from my own Example, I 
imagined your Heart, which had been 
fo much accuftomcd to Love, would' not 
be long without entering, into a new En- 
gagement. Jealoufie can eafily believe 
the moft dreadful Confeqiaences. I mts, 
dcfirous to put myfelf out of aPoflibility 
of doubting of you. I was very, urgent 
to perfwade you that Decency, required 
you fhould withdraw from thc: envious 
Eyes of thc World 5 that Modcfty, and 
our Friendfhip, demanded it 5 nay, that 

your 
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your own Sftftsty? o|>ligcd you to kj and 
that after fuch aiUvci^ taken opoiL mr^;, 
jK>a could expeS: ta^ be:fecu£t. ao where ; 
but in a* Convent.. 

I will. do you JudSicey you .were very- 
cailly perfwaded ta iu My Jcaloufie G> 
cretiy triuinph'dover your^kinocent Com^ 
pliancc s . ^nd yet,,.tritttDphan£ aa li wa$^. 
I: yielded you up to God with an unwil* 
Un^ Heart. I ftill kept my Gift as much 
as was poiIU>le2 . and only parted with it 
that I mig^t efie&ually put it out of the 
Power of Men. I did not perfwade you 
to Religion out of any R^giurd to your 
Happiness, but condemned you to it, like 
an Enemy who deftroys what he cannot 
carry off. Atid yet you heard my X>if« 
courfes with . Kindnefs , . you^; fometimes 
iaterroped me with Tears,, and prefTed 
me to acquaint you which of the Con* - 
rents was moft. in my Efteem. , What 
a Comfort did I feel ia. feeing you fhut 
up ! I:was now at Eafe^ and took a Sa- 
tisfaftion in coniklering^that you.did not: 
continue long in the World after .my Dif- 
grace, and that you would return into it 
no more. . 
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BtfT ftill this was dcmbtfiih I ima* 
gined Women were incapable of main- 
taining any conftant Rcfolutions, unlfefi 
they were forced by the neceffity of fix- 
ed Vows. I wanted thofe Vows, and 
Heaven itfelf for your Security, that I 
might no longer diftruft you. Ye holy 
Manfions, ye impenetrable Retreats, from 
what numberlefs Apprehenfions have you 
freed me ? Religion and Piety keep a 
ftrift Guard round your Grates and high 
Walls. What a Haven of Reft i» this 
tx) a jealous Mind J And with what Im- 
patience did I endeavour after it ! I went 
every Day trembling to exhort you to 
this Sacrifice j I admired, without dar- 
ing to mention it then, a brightnefs in 
your Beauty which I had never obferv- 
ed before. Whether it was the Bloom 
of a rifing Virtue, or an Anticipation of 
diat great lofs I was going to fiifFer, I 
was not curious in examining the Caufcj 
but only haftned your being Profeflcd; 
I engaged your Priorefs in my Guilt by 
a criminal Bribe^ with which I purcha- 
fed the Right of burying you- The Pro- 
feflcd of the Houfc were alike bribed, and 

con- 
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concealed from you, by my Direftions^ 
all their Scmples and Difgufts. I omit- 
ted nothing, cither little or great : And' 
if you had efcaped all my Sn^^res,. I my- 
Jfelf would not have retired : I was re- 
folved to follow you every where. Thi» 
Shadow of myfelf would always have 
purfu'd your Steps, and continually oc- 
cafioned either your Gonfufion or Fear,^ 
which would have been a fcnfible Grati- 
fication to me. 

But thanks to Heaven, you refolved 
to make a Vow > I accompanied - you 
with Terror to the foot of the Altars 
And while you ftretched out your Hand 
to touch the facred Cloth, I heard you 
pronounce diftindly thofe fatal words 
which for ever, feparated you from all 
Men. 'Till then your Beauty and Youth 
feemed to oppofe my Defign, and to 
threaten your* return into the World* 
Might not a fmall Temptation have 
chang'd you? Is it poffible to renounce 
ones felf entirely at the Age of Two and 
Twenty ? At an Age which claims the 
mofb abfolute. Liberty, could you think 
the World no kogor. worthy of your re- 
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gard ? How much did If wrong yon, «od 
what Weakndt did: I impmt to y©u ? 
Yott were in my Imaginatkm. nothii)g but 
JLightne& and Iftconftancy.. Might tioc 
a yoang Woman^ ar the noifc of thdi 
Flames, and of the M of Sodomi look 
back, and pity Ibmc one Pcrfon? I took 
notice of your Eyes, your Motioi% your 
Air > I trembled at every -thing. iTou 
may call, fuch a fdf'-interefled Condufir 
Treachery, Pcrfidioufncfs,. Murther. A. 
Love which was fo like to Hatred, ought 
to provoke the utinofl". Contempt and = 
Anger. 

' It is fit you fHould ki»wthat thctres^ 
Moment,, when . I was convinced of your 
being entirely devoted to me,, when I faw 
you were infinitely wojrthy of all my 
Lov^ and Acknowkdgjnent > I imagined 
I could love you no^more.^;! thought it 
time to leave off giving you any. Marks > 
of AfFe&ion ^ and t confider'd that by 
your Holy ^poufals you were now the 
peculiar. Care of Heavm, e^rcn. in . the 
Quality of a Wife.: My Jealoufie fcemcd 
^0 be^icxtinguifti'd: Whert Gfidonlyis 
cmr iUvd, weharenfldttng toicarj and 

bfiing. 
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feeing in greater Tranquility than^ver be- 
fore, I dared evcnr to offer v^/Pr^yers^. 
and bcfecch him to take you away from 
my Eyes y btK it was not a time to make^ 
raflx Prayers > and my Faith was too iln- 
perfed to let them be heard. He who-, 
fees the Depths and Secrets of all Mens 
Hearts, faw mine did not agree with»my 
Words. Neceffity and Defp^ were the 
Springs of this Proceeding. Thus I in» 
advertently oflfer*d an Infult to Heaven, 
- rather than a Sacrifice. God rcjefted my^ 
Offering and my Prayer, and continued' 
my Punifhment, by fuffering me to con- 
tinue my Love. Thus under the Guilt- 
of your Vows, and of the Paffion which, 
preceded them, I muft b^ tormented ali. 
the Days of my Life. 

I F God fpoke to your Heart, as to that; 
of a Religious whofe Innocence had firft 
engaged him to heap on it a thoufand Fa*- 
vours, I fliould have matter of Comfort 5:. 
but to fee both of us Vi&ims of a cri*-^ 
minal Love j to fee -this Love infuk us,, 
and iuveft itfelf witbiour veigr Habits^ as 
with Spoils it. has. t^n> from our Der. 
virtion,.^ fiUsjt. ULC: witife: Hprr^i; awd Twa?: 

bUa^.. 
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bling. Is this a State of ReproBation ?' 
Or arc thefe the Confequences of a long 
Dninkenncfs in Prophane Love ? We 
cannot fay Lov€ is a Drunkctinefs and a 
Poifon^ 'till we are illuminated by Grace 5 
in the mean tfme it is an Evil which 
we doat on. When we are under fuch 
a Miftake, the knowledge of our Mifcry' 
is the firft Step towards Amendment. Wha 
does not know that 'tis for the Glory 
of God, to find np other Foundation in" 
Man for his Mercy, than Man's very 
Weaknefs ? When he has fhew'd us this 
Weaknefsi and we bewail it, he is ready 
to put forth his Omnipotence to aflift us. 
Let us fay for our Comfort, that whar' 
we fuffer is one- of thofe long and terri- 
ble Temptations which have fometimes 
diffurbed the* Vocations of the moft Holy. 
God can afford his Prefencc to MeUy 
in order to foften their Calamities, when- 
ever he fhall' think fit. It was his Plea- 
fure, when you took the Veil, to draw 
you to him by his Grace, t faw your 
Eyes, when you fpoke your laft ferewel, 
fix'd upon the Crofs. It was' above fix: 
Months before you wrote me a^ Letter^ 

nor 
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3nor during all that time did I receive any 
JVIcflage from you. I admired this Si- 
lence, which I durfl: not blame, and could 
not imitate : I wrote to you, you retum- 
;ed me no Anfwer : Your Heart was then 
•ihut -y but this Garden of the Spoufe is 
now open'd, he is withdrawn from it, 
and has left you alone : By removing 
.^-om you, he has made Tryal of youj 
call him back, and ftrive to regain him. 
We muft have the Affiftance of God, 
that we may break. our Chains 5 we have 
engaged too deeply in Love, to free, our 
felves. Our Follies have penetrated even 
into the moft Sacred Places. Our Amours 
Jiave been matter of Scandal to a whole 
Kingdom. They are read and admired ^ 
Love which produced them, has caufe4 
them to be defcribed. We fhall be a 
ConfoJation for the Failings of Youth 
hereafter. Thofe who offend after us, 
will think themfelves lefe Guilty. We 
are Criminals whofe Repentance is late, 
O may it bfe fincere ! Let us repair, as 
far as is pofliblc, the Evils we have done; 
aad let France^ which has been the Wit- 
nefs of our Crimes, be aftoniihed at our 
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X>enitcnoe. JLet 4is confound all yfyixi 
^onld imitatse our Guilt ^ let us take the 
rpart of <jod againil oarfdves, and by fo 
^ing prevent .his Judgment. Our former 
Jrrcgularitics 'require Tears, ^hame, and 
Sorrow "to expiate them. Lit us offer 
:up thefe Sacr^ces from our Hearts $ let 
iw blufh, let us weep. If in thefe weak 
^bcginningg, Lord, our Heart is not en- 
itircly thine, let it at leaft be made fenfi- 
4>le that it ought to be fo J 

Delivea yourfelf, Htldife^ from the 
'ihamcful Remains of a Paflion which has 
etakcn too deep Root. Remember that 
^the leaft Thought for any other than God 
is an Adultery. If you could ^fee me 
liere with my meager Face, and melan- 
choly Air, furroundcd with numbers of 
.perfecuting Monks, who are alarmed at 
my Reputation for Learning, and offend- 
^ at my lean Vifage, as if I threatened 
them with a Reformation 5 what wouM 
you fay of my bafe Sighs, and of thofc 
unprofitable Tears which deceive thefe 
.credulous Men. Alas ! I am humbled 
under Love, and not under the Croft. 
Pity me, and free yourfelf, Jf your Vo- 
cation 
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<csLtionKbe, as you &y^my Work^ deprive 
inc not of the Merit of it by yoiir con* 
tinttil Inquietudes. Tell me. that you 
will honour the Habit which covers you, 
by aA inward Retirement. Fear God^ 
that you may be delivered from your 
i^railties. Love him, if you would ad- 
vance in Virtue. Be not unoafle in the 
Cloifter, fdr it is the divelling of Saints* 
£mbrace your Bands, they are the Chains 
of Chriftjcfos : He will lighten them, 
«nd bear them withyou, if you bear them 
with Humility. 

Without growing fevcre to a Pai^ 
fion which yet pofieffes you^ learn from 
your own .Mifery to fuccour your weak 
Sifters 5 pity them upon coiiilderation of 
your own Faults. And if any Thoughts 
^96 natural ^ould itnportune you, *fly t# 
«ie toot of the Cixtfs, and beg fbr Mer* 
4?y \ thereare Woiiflds open 3 Samcnt before 
!the dying Deity. AttheHeadofareligious 
Society be not a Slave, andhaving Rule ©• 
ver Queem^, begin to.govemyourfelf. Blufli 
Xi the leaft Revolt of ycour^nfes. Remem- 
ber that even at the foot of the Akar we 
often Sacrifice toJbjring Sjpirits, and that 
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tio Incence can be more ^reeable to them, 
than that which in. thofc Holy Places 
fcums in the Heart of aRcligious ftill fen- 
jGble of Paifibn and Love. If during 
your Abode, in the World, your Soul 
has acquired a Habit o£ loving, feel it 
410W no more but for Jcfus Chrift. Re- 
tpent of aH the Moments of your Life 
•which you have wafted upon the World, 
and upon Pleafures demand them of me, 
'tis a Robbery which I am guilty of j 
.take Courage^ and boldly reproach me 
with it. 

I have been indeed your Maftcr, but it 
•was only to teach you Sin. You call mc 
your Fathers before I had any Claim to 
this Title, I deferved chat of Parricide. 
I am your Brother; but 'tis the Affinity 
of our Crimes that has purchafed me that 
xliftin&ion. I am call'd your Husband, 
but it is after a publick Scandal. If 
you have abufed the Sanjftity of fo many 
venerable Names in the Superfcriptiou 
of your Letter^ to do mc Honour, and 
flatter your own Paffion, blot them out, 
and place in their ftead thofc of aMur- 
xhercr, a Villain, an Enemy, who has 

con- 
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:onfpired againft your Honour, troubled 
^our Quiet, and be tray 'd your Innocence, 
if ou would have perilh'd thro' my Means^ 
>ut for an extraordinary a£t of Grace, 
vhich, that you might be faved, has 
Jirowti me down in the middle of my 
:ourfe. 

This is the Idea you ought to have 
3f a Fugitive, who endeavours to deprive 
you of the hope of feeing him any more. 
But when Love hasf once been iincere, 
how difficult is it to determine to love 
no more ? 'Tis a thoufand times more 
eafy to renoxmce^the World than Love. 
I hate this deceitful faithlefs World y I 
think no more of it j but my Heart ftill 
wandring, will eternally make me feel 
the Anguifh of having loft you, in fpitc 
of all the Conviftions of my Underfland- 
ing. In the mean time, tho' I fhould be 
fo cowardly as to retra£t what you have 
read, do not fufFer me to offer myfelf to 
your Thoughts,, but under this laft No- 
tion. Remember my laft Endeavours 
were to feduce your Heart. You perifh- 
ed by my means, and I with you. The 
fame Waves, fwallowed us both up. We 
I v(^vi^4. 



^yo *^behi^ to libletfe. 
SK^taitcd for Beflch ^iCu %idffici4^ib6ii 
xhe'£nie IDeadi bad^dtriy^d -us heac 
totKe famc'PdniibtfieMB. SAtf'rovic 
has idrned "off diis Blow^ tnd our 2 
isivteck has throYm iis^inl^>^'Haten. 1 
Tare Some ^hom 4hc ^Mttdj df God 
foy Affli&ions. Let my Salvation t> 
"Ffiiit of 'ycmr Prlyto ! Let inc oi 
-to ^your Tears ttr cttiliplary Holi 
Tho' my Heart, Lord ! he filled wit] 
Love of t«te of thy "GrettUKs, tfryT 
-can "^en it jAeafes-dhiw Mtof it 
4deas 'whieh ^^^ite ^ote <7apift:ity 
4ove/fefai^'IWfly, is ItolditVc^tter in 
to thar4^et«i?9%kb4l^^ftt^^ 
tueifford. I ba!^e<MC€*fcd ft'} this 
ter ihall be Wy laitlMSt. Adira. 

It I'«ct«re,>r'i«rili-give Order 

^iny^eidy'be dacried^'to ihelFibtt^ < 

Paradhte. You flialP Ifee toe in that 

* dition 5 not to demknd Tears from 
•twill then he too fifte j ^*w«cp rathe 

' me now, to wtkiguilh that Pire ^ 

'bums ttic. YouflKkllTetf toe, to ftren 

your Piety by flie Horror of this 

* cafe, and my Dealh then mot^ Blo^ 

7 



laa I xan be, jmSk toU .yoa jribat you 
>ye^ when you love a Man. I hope 
ou inll be ^otnentcd, jyhoi ]r<»u have 
nifhed this moral Life, to be buried 
ear me. Your ^old^iAihes need xhea 
5ar aothii]^, ^nd .my Tomb mU bf 
hat means be ^QkJBJ^ mi jt^n,]^ 
iown'd* 
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LETTER IV. 

H E L O £ S B to A B E L A R 



h the following Letter the Pajfien of \ 
hreaks out with more VioUnce than ever, 
which fie had received from Abelard, $hJ 
fortifying her RefolmtionSj fervid ouly to 
in her memory all their fajt Endearmem 
Misfortunes. IVith this ImfreJJion^ pe 
again to her Husband ^ and appears nowj 
much in the CharaSer of a Aeligious^ Ji 
with the Remains of her firmer fPeainefit 
that cfan unbafpy tVoman abandoned to i 
Tranfforts of Love ondDeffair. 

7*0 Abclard ber welhbehved in Chrift j 
from Hcloife bis well'-heloved in the 
' Cbrijl jfefus. 

\ Read the Lettjcr I received 

you witihi abundance of I 

tience : In fpitc of all my 

fortunes, I hoped to find 

thing in it befides Argur 

of Comfort. But how ingenious are I 

crs in tormenting themfclves ! Jud^ 

the cxquifite Senfibility and Force o 

i 
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Love, by that which caufes the Grief of. 
tny Soul. I was difturb'd at the Super- 
Tcription of your Letter y Why did you 
place the Name of Heloife before that o£ 
dbelard ? What means this cruel and un-- 
juft Diftin£tion ? 'Twas your Name only^ 
:hcNamc of a Father, and of a Husband, 
which my eager Eyes fought after. I did, 
not look for my own, which I had much^ 
rather, if poffible, forget, as bping the 
paufc of your Misfortune. The Rules of 
Decorum, and theCharafterof Mafter and, 
pireftor which, ypu^haye.over me, oppo*^ 
(pd thaf Cf reinonious Manner of addreffing^ 
Epe > and Love commanded you to banifh 
It : Alas ! you know all this but too well. 
^ D I D you write thus to me before cruel. 
Fortune had ruined my Happinefs ? I fee 
your Heart has deferted me, and you have 
made greater Advances, in the way of De- 
votion than I could wifh: Alas! I am too. 
weak to follow you 3 condefcend at leaft, 
to ftay for me, and animate me with your. 
Advice. Will you have the Cruelty to 
abandon me? The Fear of this ftabs my 
Heart : But the fearful Prefages you make, 
at the latter end of your Letter, thofe terr 
I J tihlc 
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diftrad: me. Cruel jS;eMrd! you ooglJC to* 
liavc ftop'd my Tears, andyott mlakctBaiff 
flow. You ought to have* quieted thS 
Diforder of my Heart, andyouthrow-nttJ 
into Defpair. 

You defire that aftcl" yb** Hl&aSx 1 
ihould take care of your Aihc^, and ptay 
them the lidt Dutieir. Alas ! irf whsstt' 
Temper did you contei^ theft in ouriifi^ 
Ideas ? And how cotddyou defcribe thewtir 
me ? Did not the Apprefieniion of canfitagf 
my prcfent Death make the Pen drop froitf 
your Hand? You did not reflcft^ Ifiippofi^ 
upon all thofe To r m enta f to ^wliicH yatf 
were going to deli^rer me^ HTesave^ as fe^ 
vrre as it has been ji^aJhftme, i^ ii6t xfrfo 
great a Degree fo, as to permit ttc to liVtf 
one Moment after you. Life, wkliMinW 
my jihekfrd^ ifr an unfiipportaWc FuiflAH 
ment, and Death a mofi ex^iffttf Irb^jf^ 
ncfs, if by that Means I can be unifXtf 
with him. If Heaven h«»s the Pi-ayers I 
continually make for yoU^ your J>vf% wi& 
be prolonged, and you v^iU bury inc. 

I s it not your Part to prepare me by yow 
powerful Exhortations againft that greaf 

Crifis, 



1%. ^hk;h ib$^eft thii.mo&^ i'Q(^^ ^^ 
firmed Minds ? Is it not your Pait^ txx 
iye^mf,U^,Sq;^f^ taJ»- cane of n^jr Fai- 
4^. aff4(gii^^ Ai:<;qui}t of wsi Maa^ 

aad; Eaidi.? Whabu^jtoa cs^i^ recom.- 
id: us,wo]thil;'taG|Q4x aadby. theFer- 
c aad Mecit o£ you£ Frayqrs^, conduct 
*e SqvJs tOi him/whiqh )^>i|Lhay^ jp^qi^fi 
lia Worflupi b£'lpL»a»« Cpgtra^? We. 
e£b di^Biqi4&.OffiQes fi^om^ ypui;. Va^r- 
Charityv i^tes tbi* ypft \wll^ hp fi^« 
a tJbi^e Dir<]j^tiA^es wJiiiPtk nojfemor, 
yoi% a^ yoM^wittW^tifewkkJi^ 
^) wh^iqraF it ^a]^ ^ea^ God to ciiir 
< aw^ X<^ 997' fol W^ us copjEent 
» vb(«yoHh»vi^cqM^a^^ a^f^UAi;^ 
nee of our Hs^poie^ But *tiU theo; 
:e not tx>' me anyr fuch terrible Tings^: 

we not^ abreadj; fuB^iently miierableft' 
& we aggravate our Sorrows? Our Lifi^ 
; is but a laipgi^iihing Deaths^ will you 
;en it? Oxu pix&nt Difgpces are fuf-^ 
ent to emglpy our Thoughts continu^t 
, and fhall we fe^k for new Arguments 
jrief inFumritiesf Ifow >foid of ReaToa^ 
Men, faid SiMec^^t^ make difbint Evilit^ 
fqitbyReflc^k^^jpuit^ take pains be* 
I 4 fore 
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fore Death to lofc all the Comforts of 

Life? 

When you have finiflicd your Courfe 
here below, you fay it is your Defire that 
your Body be carried to the Houfe of the 
Paraclete j to the intent that being always 
cxpofed to my Eyes, you may be for ever 
prefenr to my Mind 5 and that -your dead 
Body may ftrengthen our Piety, and ani-' 
mate our Prayers. Can you think that the 
Traces you have drawn in my Heart can 
ever be worn out > or that any length of 
time can obliterate the Memory we have 
here of your Benefits ? And what time ihali 
I fiad for thofe Prayers you fpeok of? a- 
las, I fhall then be filled with other Cares. 
Can fo heavy a Misfortune leave me a Mo- 
ment's Quiet? Can my feeble Reafon re-? 
fift fuch powerful Aflaults ? When I am 
diftra£ted and raving, (if I dare fay- it) 
even againft Heaven it felf, I^fiiall riot 
foften it by my Prayers, but rather pro- 
voke it by my Cries and Reproaches ! But 
how fliould I pray : Or how bear up a- 
gainft my Grief? I fhould be more urgent 
to follow you, than to jpay you the fad 
Ceremonies of Burial, It is for you, for 
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.!jdhelari^ that I have refolved to live 5 if 
. you are ravifhed from me, what ufe can I, 
make of my miferable Days? Alas ! What 
Lamentations fhould I make, if Heaven, by 
a cruel Pity, ihould prefervc me 'till that 
Moment ? When I but. think of this laft 
Separation,.! feel, all the Pangs of Death j, 
what (haJil I. be then, if I ihould fee this 
dreadfiil Hour? Forbear therefore toJnfufe^ 
into. my Mind fuch mournful. Thougj^ts^ 
if not for Love, at leaft for Pity. 

You defire me to give myfelf up to- 
my Quty, and to be wholly God'^^ to 
. whom I am coxjfecrated. How can I dov 
that, when you frighten me with Apprer 
henfions that continually poffefs my Mind. 
Day and Night ? WJien an JSvil threatens; 
us, audit is impofliblc to .ward, it off, why 
.do we give up ourfelves . tx> the unprofitr 
able Fear, of it, which isi.yet even more- 
tormenting thin the Evil . itfelf ? . 

W HA. T have I to hope for after. theLofi .; 
of you ? What can confine .me to Earth, ^ 
when Death ihall have taken awayirpmme * 
ajl that was dear upon, it ? Ihave renounced i 
^without difficulty all the Charms of Lifer*. 
I^rcferying, only my Lpve^ and^tho^fecret: 






Fleafiireof tliitAhig iRc^alx^xif f(MS «id 
hearing that yaa Uve. Afid yet, ak&! y«i 
do not live for me^ and I dare iiot evefi 
flatter myfelf with the Hopes that I fludl 
ever enjoy a fight of you more i This k 
the greateft tyf iny Affliiftioitt : M^rcikft 
Fortune ! Hall di^u not ^cfifeec^ mcc* 
jdough? Tho« doi): HM^h^ mt any Re- 
fpite } th(« haft txhaitt&d aW thy Vcw- 
geance upon ifre, afnd rdervcd: thyfelf 
nothing nrhdreby ifhou niayft appear tci^ 
tible to others. Thoft haft weafrted thy 
felf in tormeMing me, afid others haire no- 
thing now to fcair fircwh ibj Aifger. Bnt 
to wha£ purpo&dcrft thouftill aiwn thyfelf 
againft me? The Wotmds I hafre already 
received leave no room fchrtttiroMs^ ifrhy ' 
cannot I urge thee to kill me ? Or dbft 
thou fear, amidlt the numerous T(»rmenfs 
thou heapeft on me, doft thou fbfir iSwit 
fuch a Stroke would deliver mcfrom all? 
Therefore thou prefcrveft me from Dosith, 
in order to make me die every Moment. 

Dear Jbelard^ pity my Etefpair ! Was 
ever any thing fo miferable ! The Hghcr 
you raifed me above other Women who 
envied me your Lovf^ the mere fenfibfe 

am 



ami QQWof the |J[^ of youi^^eo^ 1^^ 
*was exalted to the top of H^ppineiS) pnly 
that X might h^ve a mofc terrible F4l[?' 
J^Iothjnjj coi*'d»fonperly be comparccji tcj 
n^ Pleaiui^s, ^ aptl^ft n^w qzv^ tpp^ 
ffiy MiCcty^ JVfjif 4^ oi^ raifcd Af 
£nvy pf i»y l^vaj?^ J mj^prefent Ayretqhr- 
«4pi^ xnpve; thjs Qprnp^oQ^ of aU iifat^~ 

f^emesy iqe hf^ jjtjcaped gn me her inoii 
^cligl^.tfiA Fii^isc?^. th^t ihij 9ii^t load 
]9^e :!9^ith. ^e ^eateft of her AjS^i^ioob. 
iQSeniQy^ ia tormi»xmg, me^ihe has made 
the Memory cJT the Jpy? I have loj^, an ha- 
(»rtwjAihte S^riag. of n^y Tear?. LqvCr- 
]9^tuch pofleQ; W9$ hergveat;eft Giftj htmf^^ 
t;^QX>93Kay» pcca^fioni d^ m^ $orra\^. Ia:^> 
flxqdct^hqr M«iUc« lu^^ eoti^dy %cee(^4 
9^ ][ ^d my prefect i^^W^ Qropar- 
t^pp^bly liit^ ^ the Traaiiport^ w^<#^ 

"jff^^ivfjc^y. !«, tix^t w>4^ tQ be mifisrr 
ab^'4^;avtime.whtt )^^ ifecio^ the kaft to^ 
dfCei^ it. Whi\e y((Cjgi»iQ ourfdvcs \ijpt^ 
«Qi' thfr ^J^yfptsfjH Jo£ a> Crixmnal love^ 

fearcc 
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fcarcc had we retrench'd what Was unla\r-^ 
ful in our Paffion, and taken Refuge in 
Marriage againft that Rcmorfe which 
might have purfu'd us, but the whole 
Wrath of Heaven fefl on us in: all its 
Weight. But how barbarous was youf 
Punifhment ? The very Remembrance 
makes me fhake with Horror. Could ad 
outrageous Husband make a ViUaiii fufter 
more that had diflionofired his Bed ? Ah X 
what right had a cruel Uncle over us ? 
We Were joined to each other even before 
the Attar, which fhould have protefted 
you from the Rage of your Enemfes. Muif . 
a Wife draw on you that Punifliment 
which ought not to fall on any but an A* 
dulterous Lover? Bcfide^ we werefepa* 
rated 5 you were bufy in your ExerciftSi 
and inftrufted a learned Auditory in-My ftc- 
lies which thegreateft Genius's before you 
were not able to- penetrate > and I, in o- 
bedience to you, retired to a Qoifter. I 
there fpcnt whole Days in thinking of yoir, 
and Ibmetimes meditatingon holy Leflbns, 
to which I endeavoured to apply myfclf. 
In this very Junfture you became the Vi^ 
Aim of the moft unhapj^ Love, • You "*• 

lone 
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lone expiated the Crime common to us 
both : You only were punilhed, tho- both 
of us were guilty. You, who were leaft 
fo, was the Objcft of the whole Ven? 
geance of a barbarous Man. But why 
fliould^ I rave at your Aflaffins? I, wretch- 
ed I, have ruined you, I have been the 0«» 
riginal of all ]^ur Misfortunes ! ©ood 
HeavM ! Why was I born to be the Oo 
cafion of fo Tragical an Accident? How 
dangerous is it for a great Man to fufFer 
himfelf to be moted by our Sex ! He 
ought from his Infancy tabe inured to In- 
fcnfibUityof Heart, againft all our Charms; 
Hearken^ my Son^ (faid formerly the wifeft 
of Men) attend and keep my InftruSfionsi 
if a beautiful fVoman hy^ her Looks endea^ 
vour /ft infiee-tbeey permit not thy f elf to he 
wercome hy a corrupt Inclination '^ rejeH the 
■Poifonfhe offers^ and follow not the Pat¥^ '^o^ 
nxMch (he dir^Sts. Her Houfe is the Gate of ^ 
JDeftru&ion and Death. I have long ex* 
amined Things,^ and have found that Death 
itfelf is a lefs dangerous Evil than Beauty. 
TTis the Shipwreck of Liberty, a fatal 
•Snare, from which it is impojQible ever to 
get free. 'Twos Woman which threw 
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down, tbe firfl Mas from that glorimw 

^ Condition in which Heaven had pkce4 

>^ him. She who was created in order to 

partake of his HappiMfi^ wa& the &h 

CauTe of his Ruin. How bright ha^boen 

thy GlaryrS^Mffmf^ i£t% Ih^^h^ifibism 

as firm againft the Chmos oi^ DaUlab^ » 

againft the Weapons of the PbitifimsJ A 

Woman dxTarmed smd hetfajred theq^ wh^ 

hadfl; beena^orious Conqueror of Armies^ 

Thou iaw'ft thyfdf ddiwred ix»o the 

Hands of thy Enieinies % thou waft depiwf- 

ed of thy Eyes^^ thoCe Idqtsof ]^ve into 

thy Soul: Diftm&ed and i^fMxv^6id£^ 

ihou die^. without any Confolat^on but t;hac 

cf involving thy Enemies in thy .Dd|r^ 

&ion. SolomoMj that hexa^ht pWcWor 

men^ fbrfook the Care ^ ptrajSng Qoui^ 

That King^ whofe Wifdom Princes captf 

from all Parts to admire^ he whom^^^BOi^ 

liad chofc ta build him a Temple^ afiaor 

don'd the Wocfliip of thofe very Altap^ 

he had defended^ and procoeded ^ jQjich. ju 

pitch of Folly as even to bum Inptaam^^ 

Idols. Job had no Enemy more cQiel tiH» 

his Wife I What Temptations did Iv^i^t 

bear? The evil Spirii; whp had Mace^^ 

him- 
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4xiiQk\£ his PoLfecutory employeda Woman 
AS an Inftrument: to fliafce his Conftancjr. 
And the &me evil Spirit made HeUife an lor^ 
ftrument to ruin jtbtkird! AU the poor 
Comfort I have is^ thati amaot thevolun-^ 
t^'Caufe of your Misfortunes. I have not 
betray'd you 5 but my Conflancy ^odLovr 
have been defbn&ive to yea. If I have 
committed a Crime in having lov*d yon 
with Conftancy^ I ihaU never be able to re-^ 
pent of that Crime. Indeed I gave myfelT 
up too much to the Captivity of thofe foft 
Errors into which my rifing PaiHon feditceii 
me. I have endeavoured to pleafe* you;^ 
even at the Expence of my Virtue^ anct 
therefore defcrve thofe Pains I feel. My 
guilty Tranfports cou'd not but have %. 
Tragical End- As foon as I was pcrfwadod 
fof your Love^ alas^ I fcarce delayed a Mo* 
TOciTt refigning.'m)i(felf to aU your Protc* 
dfl^ions : To be htlovcdihy AbeJard^ was^ 
in my Efteemt too, much Glory, and I too 
hnpaticntly'dcflfifCd i^ not to bdievxrit im- 
mediately. I endeavoured at notbing but 
convincing you of my utmoft PalHon. I 
made no ufe of thofe Defences of.Difdain 
and Honour & thofe Enemies of Pleafure 
"^ . • vrhick 
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which tyranniM over our Sex, madfe mmc 
but a weak and unprofitable Refiftancc. I 
lacrjficed all to my Love, and I forcM my 
Duty to give place to the Ambition of 
making happy the moft gallant and learned 
Perfon of the Age- IfanyConfiderationhad 
been able to ftop me, it would have been 
without doubt the Intcreft of my Love. I 
fearM leaft having nothing further for you 
to defire, your Paffidn might become lan- 
guid, and you might feefc for new Plea- 
fures in fome n^v Conqucft. But it was 
eafie for you to cure me of a Sufpicion h 
oppofite to my own Inclination. I ought 
to have forefeen other more certain Evils ^ 
and to have confider'd that the Idea of loft 
Enjoyments would be the Trouble of n^ 
whole Life. 

How happy fhould I be^ could r wafh 
out with my Tears the Memory of thofc 
Pleafures, which yet I think of with De- 
light ? At leaft I will exert fome generous 
Endeavour, and by fmodicring in my Heart 
thofe Defires to which the Frailty of my 
Nature may give Birth, I will exercife 
Torments upoa myfelf , like thofe the 
Rage of your Enemies^ has made youfuficr* 
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I will endeavour by that Means to fatisfie 
you at Icaft, if I cannot appeafe an angry 
God. For to fliew you what a deplomble 
Condition I am in, and how far my Re- 
pentance is from being available, I dare 
even accufe Heaven eveiy moment of Cru- 
elty, for delivering you into thofe Snares 
which were prepared for you. My Re- 
piriings kindle the Divine Wrath, when I' 
fliou'd endeavour to draw down Mercy. 
- In order to expiate a Crime, 'tis hot: 
iufficient that we bear the Puniihment^^ 
whatever we fufFer is accounted as nothings 
if the Paflions ftill continue, and the Heart 
is inflam*d with the feme Defires. 'Tis an 
eafie Matter to confefs a Weaknefe, and to 
infli6t fomc Punifhment upon ourfelves^ 
but *tis the laft Violence to our Nature ta 
extinguifh the Memory of Pleafures, which 
by a fweet Habit have gain'd abfolute Pof-' 
feifion of our Minds. Ho^ many Perfons 
do we obferve who make an outwai'd Con- 
feffion of their Faults, yet far from being 
aflflifted for them, take a new Pleafure in the 
relating them. Bittemefs of Heart ought 
to accompany the Confeffion bf the Mouth,, 
yet that very rarely happens. I, . who have 

CK- 
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cacpffrisnced fo» many- PljuUures in loving 
jML^ &9\^ in fpite of mjfielf, that I cannot 
negent o£ them, nor forbear enjoying them. 
ower ag^nas^much. as is poifible, by lecol** 
Ifi&iogl than in my Memory. Whatever 
Endea^voms* I uA^ on whatever Hdc I turn 
me^ the fwcset Uen ijbill purfiiea me> and 
every Obje&. briogR to my Mind what I 
aught to ffacget I>iuin9^iiJl]iHig|it^ 
when my Heart ought: to he ^jjot in tfacr 
nudftof Sbesp^^wkichj fu^Bends thegroateft 
S^iftBrbaBBosa^ icannoravoid thofe iUnfionsr 
mf Vtuxt enterttiiOT. I think I am» tdUf 

va htm, and hear hxaet aniwer;. Chanoye^ 
witbeack/Qtli£r, wequit ourPhiblbphiek 
Stttdka to entertain oiu&l^ieat idth ow 
PaffiML Sometimes too I faem to. bo % 
Witnefk of the bloody £jaterprt2S(e^ c»f your 
£nemies % I oppofe their Siiry, LSAl ouc 
Apartment with feariul Criea^ and isk tfacr 
Moment I awake in Tears. £yen into^ 
holy Places before the Altar I carry with; 
mc the Memory of our guilty Loves^ 
They are my whole Bufinefs^ and he from 
lamenting for having been feduced^ I %h 
iat haying bft them« 

I 
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I rcffiamber (.for nothing k forgot hyf 
'Lweti) theTitne" and Pkce in which yo»» 
firA declanod your Love to me^ and fwoitt' 
}^»m)ald loveoiie tiUDeath. Your WordSy* 
your Oaths, arc all deeply gravcw in my 
HisarC. ThrDift>rder of my Difcourfe dii^ 
cdverls to every one the TrouWc of mjh 
MknL IVfy Sighs betray me; and your 
Name ift conti«ially in nrjr Mouth. Whea 
]t am intjltB^Gond»tion9^y dciil: notthou^ 

L6rd! pHy my Weadbie(% aol fbrag* 
tben me by tlvf Grace ? You ave happy^i 

, jibelati^K this Grace has preveatcsd youi& 
and y6ur MisfortMfid ha» bim theOeciafi^ 
of your finding RefL The Puniflunent o£ 
your Body^ has cuiieddie deadly Wounds 
of your SmL The Tempeft has dxxveQt 
you inio dne Nbven. God, who (eemed 
to lay his Hnd heavily upon you, fou^hfi 
only to help you : He is a Father Chaftiz«* 
ing, and not an Enemy Reveningi a wife 
Phyftciao,. putting you to fome Pain in or^ 
der to pre&rve your Life. I am athoufand 
times more to be lamented than you> i 
have a thoufand Pai&ons to combat with* 

1 mull; refift thofe Fires which Love kindles 
in a young Heart. Our SesLis nothing but 

Weak- 
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Weaknefs, and I have the greater Difficulty 
to defend myfelf, becaufe the Enemy that at- 
tacks me pleafes me ; I doat on the Danger 
which threatens me, how then can I avoid: 
falling ? 

I N the midft of thefe Struggles, 1 en-^ 
deavour at leaft to conceal my Weakncfe. 
from thbfe you haveentrufted to my Care. 
All who are about me admire my Virtue,, 
but could their Eyes penetrate into my 
Heart, what would they not difcover ? My 
Paffions there are in a Rebellion \ Iprefide 
oyer others, but cannot rule myfelf. I 
have but a falfe Covering, and this feem-. 
ing Virtue is a real Vice. Men judge mc- 
praife- worthy, but I am guilty before God> 
from whofe All-feeing Eye nothing is hid,, 
and who views, through all their Foldings> 
the Secrets of all Hearts. I cannot efcapc- 
his Difcovery. And yet it is a great dail 
to me to maintain even this Appearanccl of 
Virtue. This troublefome Hypocrifie is in 
fbme fort commendable. I give no Scan*, 
dal to the World, which is fo eafy to takc^ 
bad Impreffions. I do not fhake the Vir-i 
tue of thefe feeble Ones who are under, my 
Cohdud. With my Heart full of the Love 

of 
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t)f Man, I exhort them at leaft to love on* 
ly God : Charmed, with the Pomp C£ 
worldly PleaFures, I endeavour to fhe^ 
them that they arc all Deceit and Vanity, 
I have juft Strength enough to conceal 
from them my Inclinations, and I look 
upon that as a powerful EfFe£t of Grace. 
If it is not fufiicient to make me embrace 
Virtue, 'tis enough to keep me from com* 
mitting Sin. 

And yet it is in vain to endeavour to 
feparatc thefe two things. They muft be 
guilty who merit nothing 5 and they de« 
part from Virtue who delay to approach 
it. Befides, we ought to have no other 
Motive than the Love of God j alas ! what 
can I then hope for? I own, to my Con- 
fufion, I fear more the offending a Man, 
than the provoking God, and ftudy lefs to 
pleafe him than you. Yes, 'twas your 
Command only, and not a fincere Voci* 
tion, as is imagined, that (hut me up in 
thefe Cloifters. I fought to give you 
Eafe, and not to fan&ify myfelf. How 
unhappy am I ? I tear myfelf from all th^c 
pleafes me> I bury myfelf here alive, I ex- 
ercifc myfelf in the moft rigid Fallings, 

and 
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and fuch Severities as cruel pUiws impotp 
on us J I feed myfetf with Tears and Sor- 
rows y and notwithilanding this I dderve 

.nothing for all the Hardfhips I fufler. Kfy 
falfe Piety has long deceived you as wdlas 
others i you have thought me eafy, yeti 
was more difturbed tlian even You .per- 
fwaded y ourfelf I was wholly xaken jL^p 
with my Duty, yet I had no BufincTs but 
Love. Under . this Miftake you defire my 

.Prayers^. alas ! I muftexpeo: yours. Do 
notprcfume ii^H>Amy Viime.andmy .Care. 

,1am wavcriqgfjuaiid yoja.mwft fixpie by 
ywir Advice. J «n>yet, feeble, you muft 

.luibin . andijgttUe.me by your CounTeL 

W.H A.T Qcc^iSonJu^jQatppraifeme? 
Pratfe is often hurtfixl to.thpfc pn whom 

it is beftowed. A. fepret Vasity^ Springs up 

^in the Heart, blinds us, ^d conceals from 
us Wounds that iire ill cured. A Seducer 

jfiatters us, wd.at.i:heiame tinpeaimsatQur 

JDcfftru^ion. .A jGwcorc ^Frkgd 4i(guffes 
nothing from JUS, ,wd.&r,frpmj)affing,a 
light Hand over the Wpu»<J,,ma]kcs^u^^^I^ 

"it «he .more^mtea^, ,by„»Pplj:i^S.eme- 
idies. -W% doypunotji^ ai^rthis,man- 

^«er with xati Will you be efteemed a bafc 

dan- 
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ice any thing commcndablcinme, haveymi 
no fear that Vanity, which is fo natuxal .to 
^ Women, iOiould quite effiice it ? iBut let 
-us not judge of Virtue by outward Ap- 
pearances, for then the Reprobate as well 
asthei£4c^ may lay claim to it. An art&l 
Impoftor OKty by his Addre(s gain more Ad- 
•mhutimi, than thetme12ealof aSaint. 

The Heart of Man is a Labyiiath 
whofe Windings are very difficult to be 
difcover'd. The Praifes you give me arc 
the more dangerous, in regard that I love 
the Perfon who gives them. The more I 
deiire to pleafe you, the readier am I to 
' believe all the Merit you attribute toNJjwp. 
Ah, thiAk rather how tofupport my Weak* 
nefles by wfaoUbme Remonfbances ! Be 
rather fisarfiil than :cQiifident.xif sny Salva« 
don I fitytHurVirtucisfoundedupohWeak* 
nefs, and that th(rfe ackf will be crowned 
who have fought with the greateft Diffi- 
culties : But I feek not for that Crown 
which is the Reward ofVi&ory, I am con- 
tent to avoid only the Danger. It is eaiier 
to keep off, than to win a Battle. There 
-are (evesalpegrees in Gloryj and I am 
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not ambitious of the highefl -, thofe I leave 
to 3ouk of great Courage^ who have been 
often Vi&orious. I feek not'to Conquer, 
out of fear lead I fhould be overcome. 
Happy enough, if I can efcape Shipwreck, 
and at laft gain the Port. Heaven com* 
mands me to renounce that fatal Paffion 
which unites me to you 5 but oh ! my 
Heart will never be able to confent to it. 
Adieu. 




LETTER 



LETTER V. 

Heloise to Abelard. 




Hcloife bad iten dangereufly III at th^ Convent of 
« the Paraclete : Immediately upon her Recovery^ 
Jbe wrote this Letter to Abelard. She feems 
now to have difinga^ed herfelf from him^ and f 
have refolved to thtnkdf nothing but Repentance i 
yet ducovers fome Emotions^ which make it 
doubtful^ whether Devotion had entirely tri* 
nmfhed over her Pajfion. 

j E A R Abelard^ you expeft per- 
haps that I ihould accufe you 
of Negligence. . You have not 
anfwer'd my laft Letter, and 
Thanks to Heaven, in the Con* 
dition I novir am, 'tis a Happinefs to mc 
that you fliew fo much Infenfibility for the 
fatal Paffion which had ingaged me to 
you J at laft, Abelard^ you have loft Her 
loife for ever : Notwithftanding all the 
Oaths I made to think of nothing but you 
only,., and to be entertain'd with nothing 
but y6u, I have baniihed you from my 
Thoughts,.! have forgot you. Thou charm* 
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ing Idea of a Lover I once adored, thott 
%vilt no more be my Happinefs ! Dear I- 
mage of Ahelard /^thou \dlt np uiore fol- 
low me every where,* i will no more re- 
member thee, O cekbrated Merit-of a 
Man, who in fpi^e of his Eoemies, is the 
Wondcjp of his Age ! O cnobanting Plea- 
furcs to i^ich HBhifk entirely r-efign'd hei 
felf, you,, you have been my Tormentors- 
I confers, Aielard^ without a bhiih, my 
Infidelity: Let my Inconftancy- teach idic 
World that there is no depending upon the 
Promifes of Women 5 they are all fubjeft 
to change. This troubles you, Abelard\ 
this News without dotefbt furprizes youj 
you could never imagine Heloifi ihould be 
inconftant. She was prejudiced by foftrong 
an Inclination to you, that you cannot 
conceive how Time could alter it. But be 
undeceived, I am going to difcovcr to you 
my Falfenefs, tho' inftead of reproaclring 
ine, I perfwade myfelf you willfliedTean 
i)f Joy- When I fhall have told you what 
Rival hath ravifhcd my Heart from you, 
you will praife my Inconftaiicy, and will 
pray this Rival to fixrft : By this you may 
juiii^-. \b.jx \h Go.: c^Ioae that takes /fr- 

loife ' 
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^aife from jou. Yes, my Dear AhBlard^ he 
ogives my^ Mind that Tranquility which a 
^uick Remembrance qf our Misfortunes 
i^ou'd not fuflFer me to enrjoy. Jnft Hea- 
ven! What other Rival could take mc 
from you? Could you imagine it pofHble 
for any Mortal to blot you from my Heart ? 
Could you think me guilty of Sacrificing 
the Vhtuous and Learned Abelard to any 
Dther but to God ? No, I believe you have 
4pne me Juftice in this Point. I queflion 
jnot but you are impatient to know what 
Means God ufed to accompliHi fo great an 
End 3 I will tell you, and wonder ^t the 
fecret Ways of Providence. Some few 
Pays after you fent me your laft Letter I 
fell dangeroufly 111, the Phyficians gave 
;ne over ^ and I expe&ed certain Death, 
Then it was, that my Paffion, which al- 
ways before feemed innocent^ appeared 
criminal to me. My Memory reprdfented 
faithfully to me all the paft Anions of my 
Life, and I confefs to you, ray Love was 
the oidy Pain I felt. Death, ivWch 'tiU 
then I had always confider'd as at a Df- 
ilance, now prefcnted it fclf to me fuch 
« .as it appears to Sinners. I began tp dread 
K 1 the 
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the Wrath of God, now I was going to 
experience it 3 and I repented I had made 
no better Ufe of his Grace. Thofc 
tender Letters I have wrote to you, and 
thofe paflionate Converfations I have had 
with you, gave me as much Pain now, as 
they formerly did Pleafure- Ah miferable 
Helaifej faid I, if it is a Crime to give ones 
felf up to fuch foft Tranfports j and if af- 
ter this Life is ended, Punifhment certainly 
follows them, why didft thou not refift fo 
dangerous an Inclination? Think ou the 
Tortures that are prepared for thee, confi- 
der with Terrqr that Store of Torments, 
and recoUeft at the fame time thofe Plea- 
fures which thy deluded Soul thought fo 
entrancing. Ah, purfued I, doft thoti not 
almoft dcfpair for havmg rioted in fuch 
felfe Plcafures ? In fhort, Jbelard^ imagine 
all the Rembrfe of Mind I fuffered, and 
you will not be aftonifhed at my Change. 
Solitude is infupportable to a Mind 
which is not eafie,. its Troubles increafe in 
the midft of Silence, and Retirement 
-heightens them. Since I have beenfhut up 
within thefe Walls, I have done nothing 
but weep for our Misfoitunes. This Cloy- 
4 flcr 
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iter has refounded with my Cries, and like 
a Wretch condemned to eternal Slavery^ 
I have worn out my Days in Grief and 
Sighing. Inflead of fulfilling God's mer- 
ciful Defign upon me, I have offended 
him 5 I have look'd upon this Sacred Re- 
fuge, like a frightful Prifon, and have born 
with Unwillingnefs the Yoke of the Lord- 
Inftead of fandtifying myfelf by a Life of 
Penitence, I have confirmed my Reproba- 
tion. What a fatal Wandring ! But, Jbe- 
iard^ I have torn off the Bandage which 
blinded me, and if I dare rely upon the 
Emotions which I have felt, I have made 
myfelf worthy of your Efleem. You arc 
no more that Amorous Abelard^ who to 
gain a private Conyerfation with me by 
Night, ufcd inceflantly to contrive new 
Ways to deceive the Vigilance of our Ob- 
fervers. The Misfortune which happened 
to you after fo many happy Moments gave 
you a Horror for Vice, and you inftantly 
confecrated the reft of your Days to Vir- 
tue, and feemed to fubmit to this Necef^ 
fity willingly. I indeed, more tender than 
you, and more fenfible of foft Plcafures^ 
bore this Misfortune with extream Impati- 
K 3 ctvc^s 
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eace ^ you have heard my Exdamatioiis a- 
gainft your Enemies.. You h^e feen my 
whole Refencment in thofe Letters I wrote 
to you. 'Twas this without doubt whicb 
deprived me of the Eflerm of my Abelmdt 
You were alarms at my Tranfports, and 
if you will conieis the TrutA, you perhaps; 
defpair'd of my Salvaticm. You coidd not 
forefee that ^fi^^/^ would, conquer fi>reigii«^ 
ing a Paifion 3 but you have been, miftaken^. 
Abelard > my Weaknefe, when fapportcd. 
by Grace, hath not hindered me from ob* 
taining a compleat Viftory. fteffore mfr 
then to your good Opinion % your owai 
Piety ought to folicit you to this. 

B u T what fecrec Trouble rifes in my 
Soul, what unthought-of Motion oppofes 
the Refolution I have formed of iighing 
no more for Abehrd ? Juft Heaven ! Have 
I not yet triumphed over my Love? Un* 
happy Hehife ! as long as thou draweft a 
Breath it is dcereed thou muft love Aht^ 
Uri } weep, unfortunate Wretch that 
thou art, thou never hadft amorc juft Oc* 
cafion. Now I ought to die with Grief j 
Grace had overtaken me^ and I had pro- 
-mil^d to be feith&l to i«, but I now per- 
jure 
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JHrc myfelf, aad {acrificc even Grace to 
uiielard. This fkcrilegious Sacrifice fills 
^p the Meafure of my Iniquities. Aftef 
this can I hope God fhould open to me the 
Trcafures of his Mercy ?. Have I not tired 
out hisForgivenefs? I began to ofiend hiia 
from the Moment I firft faw Ahelard > an 
wnhapj^y Sympathy engaged us both in a 
criminal Commerce y and God raifed us up 
ah Enemy to feparate us. I lament and 
hate the M>sfwtuna which hath lighted 
upon usy. and adoie the Caufe. Ah, \ 
4)*ught gather to explain this Accident ^ 
the fecret Ordinance of Heaven, which 
^lAippFOved of our Engagement and apply 
jnyfelf to extirpate my Paflion. How 
much better were it intiyely to forget the 
Object of it, than tx> preferve the Memo- 
ry of it, fo &tal to the Quiet of my Life^ 
and Salvation ? Great God ! Shall Jbelard 
always poiTeft my Thought, can I never 
Iree myfelf &oBi thofe Chains which bin4 
me to him ? But perhaps I am um^eafoiur 
loAj afraid} Virtue dire&s all my Motions, 
jud they are all fubjed; to Grace. Fear 
-DO moie, dmr JMard^ I have txo longer 
ixof of thoia Se^ciiDeittSy which bdn^ 
K 4 defcribed 
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defcribed in my Letters have occafioned 
you fo much Trouble. I will no more en- 
deavour, by the Relation of thofe Plea- 
fures our new-born Paffion gave us, to a- 
waken that criminal Fondnefs /ou may hav^ 
for me. I free you from all your Oaths; 
forget the Names of Lover and Husband, 
but keep always that of Father. I^expeft 
no more from you thofe tender Protefta- 
tions, and thofe Letters fo proper to keep 
up the Commerce of Love. I demand 
nothing of you but fpiritual Advice and 
wholfome Dircftions. The Path of Holi- 
nefs, however Thorny it may be, will yet 
appear agreeable when I walk in your 
Steps. You will always find me ready to 
follow you. I fh-all read with more Plea* 
fure the Letters in which you fliall dcfcribc 
to me the advantages of Virtue, than ever I 
did thofe by which you fo artfully influl? 
led the fatal Poifon of our Paffion. You 
cannot now be filent, without a Crime. 
When I was poflcfs'd with fo violent a Lave^ 
andprefs'd you fo earneftly to write to mc, 
how many Letters did I fend you before 
I could obtain one from you ? Yon de- 
ny 'd mc in my Mifcry the only Coihfojt 

whidi 
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^hich was left me, becaufe you thought 
it pernicious. You endeavoured by Seve- 
rities to force me to forget you, nor can. I 
blame you 5 but now you have nothing to 
fear. A lucky Difeafe, which Providence 
feem'd to have chaftizM me with for my 
Sanftification, hath done what all human 
Efforts, and your Cruelty, in vain attempt- 
ed. I fee now the Vanity of that Happi- 
nefs which we had fet our Hearts upon, as 
if we were never to have loft it. What 
Fears, what Uneafinefs have we been ob* 
lig'dtofuffcr! 

No, Lord, there is no Pleafure upon 
Earth, but that which Virtue gives ! The 
Heart amidftall Worldly Delights feels a 
Sting, 'tis uneafie, and reftlefs, 'till fixed 
on thee- What have I not fuffer'd, Jher 
Uri^ while I kept alive in my Retirement 
thofe Fires which ruined me in the World ? 
I faw with Horror the Wills which fur- 
round me, the Hours feem'd as long as^ 
Years. I repented a thouland times the 
having buried myfdf here. But fincc 
Grace has opened my Eyes all the Scene is^ 
changed. Solitu^le looks chaiming, and 
K y the 
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, the Tranquility whifcb I. bfihoJd haw tBt 
ters my very Vitaxt. \$k the Sftds^ig^ of 
doing my Duty I fed a Pkfiriure, above aU 
that Riches, Pomp, or SeofuaUty couki 
afibrd. My Quiet has. indeed tofliipe dmr, 
I have bought it cvea ajttbe Pri^e ofjsv^ 
Love, I have ofiered a vioktit Sacrifice), 
and which feemM above my Power^. I; 
have tx>m you from my Hearty aod be not 
Jealous 5 God reigns there in yooir flseadt, 
who ought always, to ha^e poflbft'd it eo- 
tiFe. Be content with having a Place in my 
Mind, which you fhall never lofe > I ihaU 
always take a fecret Pieafure in tbinking, 
of you,, and efteem it a Glory to obey, 
thofe Rules you ihall give me.. 

Xkis very moment I receive; a Xetter 
ftom you >. I. will read it^ and an^er it: 
immediately^ You ihall fee by my E)ca&^ 
nefs in writing to you, that you are always, 
dear to me You very obligingly re- 
proach me for delaying fo long to. writi^ 
you any News i Ui^ Illnefa muft excufe 
that. I. omit no opportunities of giving 
you Marks of my Remembrance. I thank 
you for the Uneafinefs you fay my Silence 
caufcd you, and the kind Fears you ex- 

prdg 
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prcfs concerning my Health. Youw, yott 
itcU me, is but weakly» an4 you tbou^ 
lately you fbou'd l»ve dy'd. With what 
J[ndifference^ cruel Man, do you ncquaisa: 
jDQie with a thing Co certain to afflid me ? I 
told youin piy former Letter how unhap^ 
<py 'I fliould be if yosu died 5 and if you 
loved me^ you w«mld moderate the Ri- 
gour of your Attftere Life. I reprefented 
to youtheoccafion I had for your Advice^, 
and confequently the Reafon there was 
you ihottld take care of yourfelf. But I 
will not tire you with the repetition of 
the iame things. To» dejire us n$$ to forget 
you in our Prayors^ Ah, dear Ahelard^, 
ybumay depend upcmtke Zeal of this So* 
ciety, 'tis devoted to you, and you cannot 
juftly charge it wkh forgetfolnefe. You 
are our Fa^er, we yew Children : You. 
are our Guide, and we refign ourfelves 
with afi^ance in your Piety, You Com- 
mand, wc Ofecyj we faithfully earccute 
what you have prudently dircfted. We 
impofe no Fenance on ourfelves but what 
you recommend, left we ihould rather 
foUow an indifcreet Zeakhan folid Virtue* 
In a word, nothing is thought rightly done, 

it 
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if without jlbeUrd's Approbaition. Y<m 
inform me of one thing that perplexes 
me, that you have heard that fome of our 
Sifters gave bad Examples, ^and that there 
is a general Leofenefsamongft them. Ought 
this to feem ftrange to ypu^ who know 
how Monafteries are fiU'd now-a-daya? Do 
Fathers confult the Inclinations of their 
Children when they fettle them ? Are not 
Intereft and Policy their only Rules? This 
is the Reafon that Monafteries are^ often 
filled with thofe who are a Scandal to 
them. But I conjure you to tell me what 
are the Irregularities you have head of, and 
to teach me a proper Remedy for them. I 
have not yet obferved that Loofenefs you 
mention j when I have, I will take due 
earc. I walk my Roimds every Night, 
and make thofe I catch abroad return to 
their Chambers j for I remember all the 
Adventures which happened in the Mo- 
nafteries near Paris. You end your Let- 
ter with a general deploring of your Un- 
happinefs, and wifh for Death as the end 
of a troublefome Life. Is it poflible a 
Genius fo great as yours fhould never get 
above his paft Misfortunes ? What would 

the 
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the World fay ihould they read your Let* 
tersas I do? Wou*d they confidcr the no- 
ble Motive of your Retirement, or not 
rather think you had fhut yourfelf up only 
to lament the Condition to which my 
Uncle's Revenge had reduced you ? What 
vrould your yoimg Pupils fay who come fo 
far to hear you, and prefer your fevcre 
Lefhires to the foftncfs of a Worldly Life, 
if they ihould fee you fecrctly a Slave to 
your Paflions, and fenfible of all thofe 
Weaknefles from which your Rules can 
fecure them ? This jibelard they fo much 
admire, this great Perfonage which guides 
them, wou'd lofe his Fame, and become 
the Scorn of his Pupils. If thefc Reafons 
are not fufficient to give you Conftancy ia 
your Misfortunes, caft your Eyes upon me 
and admire my Refolution ofihutting my 
felf up by your Example. I was young 
when we were feparated, and (if I dare 
believe what you were always telling me) 
worthy of any Gentleman's AfFc6tions. If 
I had loved nothing in Jbelard but fenfual 
Plcafure, a thoufand agreeable young Men 
might have comforted me upon my Loft 
of him. You know what I have done, 

excufe 
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cxcufe me therefora from repeatiiig if V 
think of thofe Aflurances: Tgaffre you of 
loving you with thr utmoft tendmiefs. 
I dried your Teara with Ki&Sy and \x> 
caufe you: were leis powerfull htxsaac \e& 
jcfervM". Ah if you had loved wifdi De^ 
Kcacy^. the Oath& I madc^. the Tranipwts 
I accompany'd them with,, tbc innocent 
Carefles I profufely gjcve you^. ail this, fiirc 
might have comforted you^ Had youob- 
ferv'd mc to grow by degrees indifKarcnt 
to youi you might have had reafon tade- 
fpair, but you never received greater Marks 
ef my Faffion, than afiejcthat cruel Re^ 
venge upon you. . 

L E T me fee no mort in. your Lettefs^ 
Aciv jlbelard^ fuch Murmurs ^igpixA For? 
tune; you are not the oa]^ one Qm has Per- 
fccuted, and you ought to foi^et h«r 
Outrages. What a Shame is it for a Hli-^ 
lofopher not to be comforted for an Aeci<- 
dent which might happen to any Maa« 
CSovcm yourfclf by my Example. I was 
bom with violent Paifions 5 I daily ftrive 
with the moft tender Emotions, md glory 
in triumphing and fubjc£fcingthem toRea*- 
fon : Muft a weak Miod fortifie one that 

is 



% (o midk fijperior ? Bat whither am E 
tr^pomcd ? Is thi$ Difcowrfe dircfted to 
my dqar JktlariT One dot praftifes all. 
tbofe Vkcujss he teaches ? If you complain 
of EOrtwoc,, ^tis BQt fo much that you fed ; 
lieir ftrokes^ as. that you cannot fhew your. 
Enemies hom. much to bl^e they weise 
in aJCttmptiog to hurt you. Lwve them,^ 
j0ilardy to e:8ihwft their MaUce^andcon- 
tinue to Ghttm your Audkors. . Difcover. 
tboTe Treafims of Leanung Heaven feemss 
to hare jcfewed for yoaj. your Enemies^ , 
ftruck with the Splendor of your Reafon- 
ing, will do ycM Juftice. How happy/ 
ihould I be cwld I fee all the World as. 
entirely perjiiadcdof your Probity as I am. 
Your. Learning is allowed by all the 
World i your grcateft Enemies confcfe you . 
are ignonnt of nothing that the Mind o£ 
Man is capable of knowing. 

M T dear Husband J (this is- the la£b: 
time I fhall ufe diaJt Expreffion) ihall I ne- - 
ver fee you again ? Shall I never have the 
Pleafure of embracing you before Death ? 
What doft thou fay, wretched H^hife? 
doft thou know what thou defireft ? Canft 
thou behold thofe lively Eyes, without re- 
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coUefting thofe amorous Glances whid 
have been fo* fatal to thee ? Canft thou 
view that Majeftick Air oiAbeUrd^ with- 
out entertaining a Jealoufie of every one 
that fees fo charming a Man ? that Mouth 
which cannot be look'd upon without De- 
iire 5 in fhort, all the Perfon of Ahelari 
cannot be view'd by any Woman without 
danger. Defire therefore no more to fee 
jlbelard'y if the Memory of him hascaufed 
thee fo much Trouble, Heloife^ what will 
not his Prefence do ? What Defires will 
it not excite in thy Soul? How will it be 
poflible for thee to keep thy Reafon at 
the fight of fo amiable a Man ? I wiU 
own to you what makes the greateflPlea* 
fure I have in my Retirement. After 
having pafs'd the Day in thinking of you^ 
full of the dear Idea, I give myfelf up 
at Night to Sleep : Then it is that He^ 
loifcj who dares not without trembling 
think of you by Day^ lefigns hcrfelf exir 
tirely to the Pleafure of hearing you, and 
fpeaking to you. I fee you, Abelardy and 
glut my Eyes with the fight \ fometimes 
you entertain me with the Stoiy of your 
iecr^t Trpubles and Crievancesj^ and creajtc 

in 
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in me a fenfible Sorrow j fometimes for- 
getting the perpetual Obftaclcs to our De- 
fires, you prefs me to make you happy> 
and I cafily yield to your Tranfports. 
Sleep gives you what your Enemies Rage 
has deprived you of > and our Souls, ani- 
mated with the fame Pafiion, are fenfible 
of the fame Pleafure. But oh you delight- 
ful lUufions, foft Errors, how foon do you 
vanifh away ? At my awaking I open my 
Eyes and fee no Abelard 5 I ftretchout my 
Arm to take hold of him, but he is not 
there j I call him, he hears me not. What 
a Fool am I to tell you my Dreams, who 
are infcnfible of thefe Pleafures ? But do you, 
Abelard^ never fee Heloife in your Sleep? 
How does file appear to you ? Do you en-r 
tertain her with the (ame tender Language 
as formerly, when Fulbert committed her 
to your Care ? When you awake, are you 
pleafed or forry ? Pardon me, Abelard^ par- 
don a miftaken Lover. I mufi; no more 
expefl: that Vivacity from you, which once 
animated all your A6kions. 'Tis no more 
time to require from you a perfedt Cor- 
refpondencc of Defires. We have bound 
ourfclves to fcvcrc Auftcritics, and muft 

follow 
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follow them, let them coft us ever fo dear; 
Let us think of our Duties in thefe Rir 
goursy and make a good ufe o£ that Ne- 
ccflity which keeps' lis feparate. You, ^- 
ielardy will happily fihiih your Courfo 
your Deffrcs and Ambitions wiUbeno Ob- 
ftacle to your Salvations. Hehife only muft 
Jament, {he only mftftwcep without being 
certain whether all her Tears will be avail- 
able or not to her Salvation.: 

I had like to have ended my Letter, with- 
out acquainting, you with what happened 
here a few Days aga. A young Nun^, 
who was one of thofc-who arc forced to^ 
take up with a Conveat withoift any E»* 
aminatioft whether it wiB feit with their 
Tempers or not, is by a Stratagem I know 
nothing of, efcaped, and,, as they fay, fled 
with a young Gentleman flie was4n Love 
with, into England^, h have wdered iA\. 
the Hbufe to conceal thematter . Ab jSbe^ 
tardf if you were near us thefe Diforderj 
would not happen. All the Sifters, charm- 
ed with feeing and hearii^ youj would, 
diink of nothingbutpraftifing your Rules 
and Dircftibns.. TheYoung Nun had w-- 
▼cr formed fo criminal a Dcfigii as that of 

break? 
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fereaku^ her Vows, had you been at our 
Head to exhort lis to^liv6 holily. If your 
Eyes vjerc Witheffcsbf o%'A;aiQq^ they 
would be innocent. When we dipt, you 
would lift us up and eftablifti us^by your 
Counfels > we ihould marcliwith fiirc Steps 
in the rough Paths of Virtue. I begin ta 
perceive, Abelardy that I take too much 
Pleafurc in writing to you. I ought to 
burn my Letter. It ihcws you I am ftilL 
engaged in a deep Paifion for you, tho' at 
the beginning of it I defign'd to perfuade 
you the contrary^ I am fenfible of the Mo- 
tions both ^ Gvace and Paffion, and by 
turns yield to each. ¥bkvt pity, AUlardy 
of the Condition to which you have 
brought me, and make in fome meafure the 
latter Days of my Life as quiet, as the firfk. 
twivc been urieafy and. difturhed. ^ 
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LETTER VL 

Abblard to Helois e. 



Abelard having at laft conquer' d the Remains of 
hh unhappy Faffion^ badaetermsn^dto put an End 
tofo dangerous a Corref^ondenee as that between 
Heloife and himfeffl Tife following Letter there- 
fore^ tho* written with no tefs Concern than his 
former^ is free from Mixttsres of a Worldly faf- 
Jion^ and is full rf the warme/i Sentiments if 
Pietyj and the moji moving Exhortations. 

(RITEnomorctome, Hehifey 
write no more to me 3 'tis time 
to end a Commerce which 
makes our Mortifications of no 
Advantage to us. We retired 
from the World to fanftify ourfelves 5 and 
by a Condu6t direftly contrary to Chriftian 
Morality, we become odious to Jefus 
Chrift. Let us no more deceive ourfelves, 
by flattering ourfelves with the Remem- 
brance of our pail Pleafures wefhallmake 
our Lives troublefome, and we fhall be in- 
capable of relifhing the Sweets of Soli- 
tude. Let us make agoq^ ufe of oiu: Au- 

fterities. 
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fteritics, and no longer prefervc th6 Ideas 
of our Crimes amongfi the Severities of 
Penitence, Let a Mortification of Body 
and Mind, a ftrift Failing, continual Soli- 
tude, profound and holy Meditations, and 
a fincerc Love of God, fucceed our former 
Irregularities. 

Let us try to carry Religious Perfe- 
ction to a very difEcult Point. 'Tis beau- 
tiful to find in Chriftianity Minds fo dif- 
engaged from the Earth, from the Crea- 
tures and thcmfeives, that they fecm to a£t 
independently of thofe Bodies they arc 
joined to, and to ufe them as their Slaves. 
We can never raife ourfcWes to too great 
heights, when God is the Objeft. Be our 
Endeavours never fo great, they will al- 
ways come fliort of reaching that exalted 
Divinity, which even our Apprehenfions 
cannot reach. Let us aft for God's Glory, 
independent of the Creatures or ourfelves, 
without any regard to our own Defires, 
or the Sentiments of others. Were we in 
this temper of Mind, Heloife^ I would 
willingly make my Abode at the Paraclete. 
My earneft Care for a Houfe I have found- 
ed, would draw a thoufand Bleflings on it. 

l 
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I would tD&mEt ic by my Word^ tfad ani* 
mate it by my Exasypte. I n^ukl Watch 
over the Lives of my Sifitit, and would 
command nothing but wJhat I my felf 
would perform* I would ^&te& you to 
Fray, Medita^ Labour, and keep Vows 
of Silences and I would myfi^Pray, Me- 
ditate, Labour^ and be Silent. 

However when t f^oke, it fhouid 
be to lift you up when youfhould fall, to 
ftrengthenyottinyourWeakiiefle% to en- 
lighten you in that Darkaefs and Obfcurity 
which might at any tiitae fiirprife you. I 
would comfort you under thofe Severities 
ufcd by Pcrfons^ great Virtue. I would 
moderate the Vivacity of your Zeal and 
Piety, and give your Virtue an even Tem^ 
pcrament : I would point otft thofe Duties 
which you ought to know, and fatisfie 
you in thofe Doubts which the Weakneft 
of your Rcafon might occafion. I would 
be your Mafter and Father j atid by a mar- 
velous Talent, I would become lively, 
flow, foft, or fevcre, according to the dif- 
fcrent Charaftcrs of thofe I ihould guide 
in the painfiil path of Chriftian Perfc- 
^on. 

But 
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*airry tne? Ali^ IMmf^ ! how Sb: am we 

frem fech a happy iPempcr ? Your Heart 

ftill burns with tfcac &ta:l Fire which yoa 

€aiuM>t extrngni^ aftd mine is 61II of 

Troobte and Uncafinefi. Think not, H^ 

ioifi'^ that I aijoy hete a-perfea: Peace j I 

will, fer the lacft thne, t^ntny Heart to 

ycm J I am not yet dflfengaged from you^ 

I fight agamft my cxceffive Tendemefs for 

you, yet in fpitc of aH my Endeavours^ the 

remaming Fmlty makes me but too fis*- 

'fible of yonr Sorrow^ and gives me a fham 

in them. Your Letters have indeed mov>- 

ed me, I could not read with Indifference 

Charadters wrote by that dear Hand. I 

figh, I weep, and aH my Reafon is fo^ce 

fufficicnt to conceal my Weaknefs from my 

Pupils. This, unhappy Heioife ! is the mt* 

ferable Condition of jfbehrd. The World, 

which generally errs in its Notions, thinks 

I am eafy, and as if I had loved only in 

you the Gratification of Senfe, imagine I 

have now forgot you 5 but what a miftake 

is this ! People indeed were not miftakcn 

in thinking when we feparated, that Sham^ 

and Grief for having been fo cruelly ufed 
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made ine abandon the World, 'Twas not^ 
as you know, a iincere Repentance for 
having offended God, which infpked me 
with a defign of Retiring : However, I 
confider'd the Accident which happened 
to us as a fecret Defign of Providence, to 
punifh our Crimes > and only look'd upon 
Fulbert as the Inftrument of Divine Ven- 
geance. Grace drew me into an Afylum^ 
where I might yet have remained, if the 
Rage of my Enemies would have permit- 
4:ed : I have endured all their Perfecutions, 
not doubting but God himfelf raifed them 
up in order to purifie me. 

W H E N he faw me perfectly Obedient 
to his Holy Will, he permitted that I 
ihould juftify my Do£trine j I made its Pu- 
rity publick, and ihcw'd in the end that 
my Faith was not only Orthodox, but alfo 
perfeftly clear from even the Sufpicion of 
Novelty, 

I ihould be happy if I had none to fear 
but my Enemies, and no other hindrance 
to my Salvation but their Calumny 3 but 
Heloife^ you make me trouble, yowr Let- 
ters declare to me that youareenflaved to 
a fatal Paffion^ and yet if you c;mnot con- 
quer 
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cjucrit, you cannot l)e laved j and whait" 
part would you have me take in this Cafe ?' 
Would you have me ftiflc the Infpirations 
of the Holy Ghoft ? Shall I, to footh you, 
dry up thofe Tear? ^hich the Evil Spirit 
makes you fhed : Shall thij be the Fruit of 
rtiy Meditations ? No : let us be more firm 
in our Kefolutfons 5 we have not retired 
but in order to lament our Sins, and to 
gain Heaven j let us then refign ourfclves 
to God with all our Heart. 

I know eveiy thing in the beginning 
is difficult, but it is glorious to under- 
take the beginning of a great ASion^ 
and that Glory increafes proportionably^ 
as the Difficulties ape more confidcrablc. 
We ought upon thid account to furmount 
bravely all Obftaclcs which might hinder 
us in the PraSSce of Chriilian Virtue, In; 
a Monaftery M^n ai« ppoyrf as Gold icr 
the Furnace. No one can continue long 
there, untefs he bear worthily the Yoko: 
of our Lwdw Y 

At'Ie'emp']' 1^ brmk diofe fhamefat 

Chains ^ich l!>uid yoato the Flefh, and^ 

if by the Affi^Mce of Gvace you ^e. fo 

happyastoaocM^liflithi^ I entreat ycmr 

L to 
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to think of mc in your Prayers. Rndcz^ 
vour with all your Strength to be the Pat- 
tern of a perfed ChrifUan ^ it is difficulty 
I confefs, but notimpoffible^ andlexped 
this beautiful Triumph from your teachable/ 
Difpodtion. If your £rft Endeayoun 
prove weak, give not yourfelf up to De- 
fpair J that would be Cowardice^ befides, 
I would have you informed, that you muft 

.neceflarily take great Pains, becaufe you 

.ftrive to conquer a terrible Enemj, toex- 
tinguilh raging Fire, and to reduce toSub- 
je6tion your deareft AfFe£tions 5 you mufl: 
fight againft your own Defires, be not 
therefore prefs'd down with the Weight of 
your con-upt Nature. You have to do 
with a cunning Adverfary, who willufe 

.all means to ;rfeducc youj be always upon 
your .<juard. While we *live we are ex- 
pofed to Temptations) this made a great 

, Saint fay, that tie whok Life of Man mas a 
temptation j the Devil, who never ileeps, 

•walks continually around us, in order to 
furprize iis on fome unguarded fide, and 

fCnters into our Soul to.deftroy it. 

H o w E V E\R JPerfefl: any one may be, 

yet he may .&U into Teinptations, and 
7 ' ' pw: 
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perhaps inta fuch as may be ufeful. Nor 
is it wonderful that Man ihould never be 
exempt from them, becaufe he always hath 
in himfelf their Source, Concupifcencc ^ 
fcarce are we delivered from one Tempta- 
tion, but another attacks us. Such is the 
Lot of the Pofterity of Mam^ that they 
ihould always have fomething to fufFer,, 
becaufe they have forfeited their Primitive 
Happinefs. We vainly flatter our felvcs 
that we (hall conquer Temptations by fly- 
ing > if we join not Patience and Humility, 
wefliall torment our felves to no purpofe. 
We fliall more certainly compafs our End 
by imploring God's Afllftance,. than by 
•ufing.any Means drawn from our felves. 

B;E conftant, Heloife^,xx\x& in God, and 
you will fall into few Temptations 5 when-r 
ever they fliall cbme, fl:ifle them in their 
Birth J let them not take Root in your 
Heart. Apply Remedies to a Difeafe, faid 
•an Ancient, in its Beginning, for when it 
hath gain'd Strength, Medicines will be 
unavailable j Temptations have their DcL- 
grees, they arc at firft meer Thoughts^ 
and do not appear dangerous % the Imagi^ 
nation receives tbe<a without any Fear^t 

L 2r J» 
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ft Pleafure is formVi out of them, wepau^ 

upon it, and at laft wc yield to it. 

D o you now, Hehife^ applaud my De- 
sign of making you walk in the Steps of 
the Saints ! Do my Words give you any 
Relifh for Penitence? Have you not Re- 
morfe for your Wancfcrings, and do you not 
wifh you could, like Magdalen.^ waih our 
Saviour*^ Feet ^ith your Tears ? If you 
have not yet thefe ardent Emotions, pray 
that he would infpire them. I ihall never 
ccafe to recommend you in my Prayers, 
and always befeech him to affiftyou in your 
Defign of dying holily. You have quitted 
the World, and what Objea was .worthy 
to detain you there ? Lift up your Eya 
lalways to him to whom you have confe- 
crated. the reft of your Days. Life upon 
this Earth is Mifery. The very Necci&- 
tics to which. our Body is fubje&.h^rc, aic 
iZDat^er of Affliftioni to a'Saipt. X^^, >£ud 
xhe Royal Prophet, ,Miver me fr^mmy Ne^ 
i^ffities ! They aiie wretched :who (io not 
know themfekes for fuch, and yzt diey 
«re more wretched who know 'their Mi- 
'fery, and do not .' hate the Corruption of 
Che Age. What Fo«ls <are^Mai> to i&gage 

them- 
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diemTelves ta EarthlyThings ! They wHl foe 
«o4eceivcd one Day, And will iknow.Jwt 
too late how imich they have . been tp 
blame in loving fii<?h falfe Good. ;Perfons 
pruly Pious are not thus miftaken, fhcy 
«-e difengaged from all fcnfiial Pl^ure^, 
and i-aife their. Defires to Heaven. :Begin, 
'Heloife\ put your Dcfign in Execution 
without delay ; you have yet time enough 
to work out your Salvation. Love Chrift, 
and dcfpife yourfelf for his fake. He 
would poflefs your Hearty and be the fole 
Objeft of your Sighs and Tears \ feek for 
no Comfort but in him. Jf yjou do not 
free yourfelf from, me, you will fell with 
me \ but if you quit me, and give up your 
fdf to him, you .will be ftedfkft and im- 
moveable. If you force the Lord to fprfakc 
you, .you will fall into Diftrefs \ byt if you 
be ever- faithful to him, ycxu will foe 4ways 
in Joy. Magdalen wept J as thinking the 
Lord had foriakai her j. but Martha faid. 
See the Lord callsyou > Be diUgent in yo^^ 
Duty, and obey i^hftt]Ly:t|;^eJ]^a^^ of 
bis Grace, andjjiefes ,wiil.:jf9S8^;?i]^^y5 
with you. 

Attend, Hdai/ei tQ J^n^d Iqfl;ru<Sbipns 
I have to-giyCiyou: jYqu.wc at^ha H^'*^. 
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of a Society, and you know there is thif 
Difference between thofe who lead a pri« 
vate Life, and fuch as arc charged with 
the Condud of others > that tlie firfl: need 
only labour for their own Sanftification, 
and in acquitting themfelves of their Du- 
ties are not obliged to praftifc all the Vir- 
tues in fuch an apparent manner 3 whereas 
they who have the Condufl: of others en- 
trufted to them, ought by their Example 
to engage them to do all the good they 
are capable of in their Condition. I bc- 
feech you to attend to this Truth, and fa 
to follow it, as that your whole Life may 
be a perfeft Model of that of a religious 
Reclufe. 

G o D5 who heartily defires our Salvation, 
hath made all the Means of iteafie to usi 
In the Old Tefiament he hath written in 
the Tables of the Law what he requires 
of us, that we might no&.be bewilder'd in 
feeking after his Will. In the iS&w Tefia^ 
tmnt he hath written that Law of Grace 
in our Hearts, to the intent that it might 
be always prefent with us > and knowing 
the Weaknefs and Incapacity of 'our Na^ 
turc, he hath given us Grace to perfornr 
Ins WilJ> aiJd as- this werc.not enough, he 
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hath at all Times, .in all States of ther 
Church, raifed up Mc% whoby their csb^ 
cmplary Life might excite others to their 
Duty. To eflfea this, he hath chofea 
Perfons of every Age, Sex, and Coadition;» 
Strive now to unite in yourfelf all thofe 
Virtues which have been fcatter'd in thcfi^ 
different States^ Have the Purity ot Vir- 
gins, the Aufterity of Anchorites, the Zeal- 
of Pallors and Biihops, and the Conflancy 
of Martyrs. Be exa£k in the Courfe of 
your whole Life to fulfil the Duties of a 
holy and enlightned Superior, and tjien 
Death, which is commonly confidered as 
terrible, will appear agreeable to you, _ ^ 

tHE Death of his Saint Sy fays the Pro**' 
phet, is precious in the- Sight of the Lord. 
Nor is it difficult to comprehend why 
their Death ihould have this- Advantage 
over that of Sinners.. I have remarked- 
three Things which might have given the 
Prophet an occafion of fpeakingthus. Firfty 
their Refignationto the Will of God. Se- 
condly^ the Continuation of their- good 
Works. And laftly,;thc Triumph they 
gain over the DcviL 

A Saint who has accuftomed himfclf to 
fubmit to the Will of God^ ^iekk t^l^^Tciv 
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^tiout -Kidlujbnce. eNe^ waios with ijoy 

'wiriii^'hkn, )4ie^£Mi^ iMmo quibthis n)ife^ 
MUe^mort^ liift,im oitkr to begin an 
immortd bafpy-ooe. ItisooDib'^tith the 
Sinner, faysthcffipie Falberjfherlears, and 
with Reafonyhetrcti^ble^'atthe Aj^oach 
of the= leift Si^fiiefs 5 :Death^4s teriibfe to 
him, hecm^^ cacinot>baartthe Prefence 
of an ofiei^ded Juidge, -ti^^banrkig To often 
abided the Graee of God, he fee^ no Way 
tO'Sv^id' tbe'Pomlbment due to- his Sins. 

T IHE 'faints hav^beiSdes jchis4Advantage 
erer Sinners,' that having* madetW^rks of 
Piety 'iacSfliar- to^tibem duHng^ their Life, 
thcy^ exercMe* thcm^-without Trouble, and 
having gain'd now ^trenghagamfl: the 
Devil ^eiy tame *hey overcaike^him, they 
warfifid- thenSftlves' in* a t^ondition at the 
Hour oPDelth to obtain that»Viftory o- 
vci* him,. xHi-^hidh depends all Eternity, 
and the WfeHed Union of thleir- Souls with 
their Greator. 

I iiope, ^Hdoife^ 'that-after 4i^ing de- 
plored theflrregiaaritries of your paft Life, 
you will die (as the Prophet; -prayVJ)' the 
Death of *he"***Ri]^htco«s. Ah Tk>w few 
^K ^erc ^i^M^ wiikfi their <£nd^ ^er this 
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Manper ? Aii4 why ? It is bieca^fe tfecw; 
are fo few who love the ^xiok qF C^^rift, 
Eyeiy o^e would be Ikyed, -but jkw mVi 
afe chofe Means which Religion prefcrib^: 
And yet we can be faved by nothkg ibMt 
f he CroCs, why then do we refiife tp bjegr 
k? Hath not our Saviour bore it befooe 
us, and -died for us, to the end that w€ 
^might alfo bear it, and defire to .die alfo^ 
«A11 the Saints Jhave been afflifted, and our 
Saviour himfelf did not pafs one Hour of 
^his Life without >fome Sorrow. Hope 
not therefore to be exempted from Suffer- 
ings. The Crofs, Heloife^ is always .^ 
Hand, but t^ke Care, that you doinot bear 
it with Regret, for by fo doi,ng you will 
make it more heavy, at^d you willrbe bpr 
prcfsM by it ut^rofitably. On the conr 
•trary, .if you bear it with (Affe&ion and 
Courage, all your Sufferings will.create in 
you a holy:Confidcncej whereby yQU.will 
:£nd:Conifbrt . in^ God. Hear, cmr ^ayiouf , 
who 1 fays. My Child renounce yourfel^ 
take up ymr Crafs ajd folbw .me. 0}x JEfe- 
ioifeJ do you doubt? Is not your Soul ra,* 
•vifh'dat fo fkvinga.Comaaand'? Are.yop 
-deaf to . his > Vfiice i As^jji^ :)qjC«e$)[>lp ^^o 
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Words fo foil of Kindnefs ? Beware, He'^ 
hife^ of refofinga Husband who demands^ 
you, and is more to be fear'd, if you flight 
his Aflfeftion, than any profane Lover. 
Provok'd at your Contempt and Bigratii- 
tude, he will turn his Love into Anger^ 
and make you feel his Vengeance. How 
will you fuftain his Prcfence, when you 
fliall Hand before his Tribunal^ He wili^ 
reproach you for having defpifed his Grace ^ 
he will reprefent to you his Sufferings for 
you. What Anfwer can you make ? He 
will then be implacable. He will fay to 
youi Go proud Creature, dwell in ever- 
lafting Flames : I feparated you from the 
World to purify you iaSalitude^ and yow 
did not fecond my Defign. I endeavoured 
to fave you, and you took Pains to deftroy 
yourfelf: Go, Wretch, and take the Por- 
tion of the Reprobates. 

Oh, Heloife^ prevent tliefe terrible 
Words, and avoid by ia holy Courfe the 
Punifhmcnt prepared for Sinners. I dare 
not give you a Defcription of thofe dreadr 
ful Torments whiqh are the Confequences 
of a Life of Guilt. I am filled with Hor* 
ror,. whea ttey offer themfelves to my I- 

magina^ 
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magination : JVnd yet, Heloife^ I can con- 
ceive nothing which can reach the Tor- 
tures of the damned 5 the Fire which wc 
fee upon Earth, is but the Shadow of that 
which bums them j and without enume- 
rating their endlefs Pains, the Lofs of God 
which they feel incr?afes dl their Torments. 
Can any One fin who is perfwadedofthis? 
My God! Can we dare to offend thee? 
Tho' the Riches of thy Mercy could not 
engage us to love thee, the Dread of be- 
ing thrown into fuch an Abyfs of Mifery 
ihould reftrain us from doing any thing 
which might difpleafe Thee ! 

I queftion not, Heloife^ but you will 
hereafter apply yourfelf in good Earneft 
to the Bufinefs of your Salvation : This 
ought to be your whole Concern. Banifh 
me. therefore for ever from your Heart j 
'tis the beft Advice I can give you : For 
the Remembrance of a Perfon we have 
loved criminally cannot but be huftfiil, 
whatever Advances we may have "made in 
the Ways of Virtue. When you have ex- 
tii-pated your unhappy Inclination towards 
me, the Pra&ice of every Virtue will be- 
come eafici and when at lail.your lafe is 

con-. 
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conformable to that of Chrifl:, Death will 
be defirablc to you. Yout Soul will joy- 
folly leave this Body, and direft its Flight 
to Heaven. Then you will appear with 
Confidence before yout Saviour : You will 
not read Characters of your ft.eprobation 
written in the fiook of Life j but you will 
hear your Saviour fay. Come, partake of 
my Glory, and enjoy the eternal Reward 
1 have appointed for thofe Virtues you 
have praAifed. 

F A R E w E L L> Heloi/e. This is the laft 
Advice of your dear Ahelard > this laft 
Time, let me perfwade you to follow the 
holy Rules of the Gofpel. Heaven grant 
that your Heart, once fo fenfible of liiy 
Love, may now yield to be direfted by my 
Zeal ! May the Idea of your loving Abe'" 
Jard^ always prefent to your Mind, be now 
changed into the Image of Ahelard^ truly 
I^eoitent % and may you ihed as many Tears 
for your Salvation, as you have done du- 
ring the Courfe of our Misfortunes i 
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